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EDITORIAL
The appearance of the recently formed Community Speedwatch team on our streets
has caused quite a stir (pages 21 and 37). Let’s hope they have the desired effect and
encourage everyone to observe the speed limit. Unfortunately, Speedwatch doesn’t
alleviate the traffic chaos that persists along the Cambridge Road, ie illegal/inconsiderate parking and drivers performing bizarre, often dangerous manoeuvres to turn
their cars around. Perhaps there’s a case for Stansted employing its own dedicated
traffic warden to deter such activities? It would be wonderful to walk along the
Cambridge Road without fear of being struck by someone trying to park on the pavement or to cross the road without having to avoid motorists attempting to ‘chuck a
u-ey’. Once again we have been treated to a magnificent display of daffodils this
spring, prompting one visitor to suggest that Stansted should advertise coach trips and
‘daffodil walks’ to capitalise on such a wonderful sight. Not too sure about encouraging yet more traffic through the village, but the walks are worth considering perhaps!
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
JESUS IS ALIVE
Two people are walking along a road. A stranger joins them, and a conversation begins. The two are going home after a
disappointing week in Jerusalem. They were on the outskirts of the Jesus movement and had watched as he entered the
city. They had watched a few days later as he was crucified. They had then heard some strange rumours but they weren’t
being taken in again. “We had hoped …” they say, but the hope, they think, proved empty. The stranger points out that
they had given up too soon. The events they saw as defeat were necessary steps on the way to victory. The two arrive at
home and invite the stranger in. As they sit and eat he breaks the bread and shares it and they realise it is Jesus himself.
Their disappointment is transformed to joy and they rush to share the news, “Jesus is Alive”.
What sad words “we had hoped” are. They speak of defeat, disappointment and sorrow. But the presence of Jesus transforms those things. The message of Easter is that death, defeat and sorrow will not have the last word because Jesus is
alive.
Rev'd Paul Wilkin
Rector of St John’s Church

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

EASTER WALK OF WITNESS
Priest

Father Joe White
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel: 814349

Masses Saturday
Sunday
Holy Days of Obligation
Tuesday-Saturday

Members of the churches in Stansted join the annual walk of
witness from St Teresa’s Church to St John’s Church on the
afternoon of Good Friday.

Confessions
Saturday

STANSTED FREE CHURCH

Lettings

10.00am
and by appointment

Baptisms

Methodist / URC
Chapel Hill
www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk
Minister

6.00pm
10.00am
8.00am and 8.00pm
9.30am

Rev’d David Keeble
Tel 01799 522037
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

By appointment

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Marion and Mike Dyer
Tel 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.

Preachers for May
6th
10.30am The Worship Team – New Directions
13th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble - Communion
20th 10.30am Sarah Devereux
27th 10.30am Christine Heyhoe
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Clerk

Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel : 656707

Meeting

Sunday, 10.30am

ST JOHN’S QUIZ NIGHT
Over 70 people took part in this successful event on Saturday
24th March raising the magnificent sum of £624 in aid of the
Bishop’s Lent Appeal and St John’s Church roof repairs.
All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
Tel: 815243
Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com
Rector:

Rev’d Paul Wilkin
Tel: 812203
Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of
Music:

Vacant

Church Hall
Bookings:

Mrs Susie Ball
Tel or text: 07972 373994
Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

Photo by Maria Rowlandson
Tony Hine’s team from Birchanger were the deserving winners. Thanks to our excellent Quiz Master, Andrew Arnold,
who set us some challenging questions on a wide range of
subjects, and to everyone else involved. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening..
Katy Dockerill

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am
Said Holy Communion
9.30am
Worship4all (1st Sunday)
9.30am
Choral Eucharist (2nd-5th Sundays)
Monday-Thursday and Saturday
8.30am
Morning Prayer
(9.00am on Saturday)
Tuesday
9.15am-10.30am St John's Tots
Wednesday
8.30am
10.00am

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm
Evening Prayer

ST JOHN’S FLOWER FESTIVAL
60 Glorious Years.
Saturday 2nd-Monday 4th June
St John's Church will be beautifully decorated with flowers
to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, as follows:
Saturday 11.00am-4.00pm with refreshments and raffle.
Sunday 12.00-4.00pm with refreshments and raffle.
Monday 12.00-4.00pm will be a Family Fun Day, with
games, sideshows, stalls, refreshments and raffle. It is not too
late to book a stall; please contact Janet on 812203 or
Pauline on 07780 606278 to book a pitch for just £10, and
raise money for your organisation.

There are services
of Holy
Communion on
the first Tuesdays
and Wednesdays
of the month in
Norman Court,
Hargrave House
and Broome End
Nursing Homes.

Entrance is by £1 lucky number programme, and the winning
programme will win a prize each day! Children free. St
John's will be wonderful - fit for a queen - do come and visit!
Rosaleen Nagle

From the Registers

Shalom

March
Baptisms
4th
Aimee Jean Alison Channing

On Monday 14th May at 7 Blythwood Gardens we invite
Shalom members to bring an article (on any topic) from a
newspaper or magazine which will stimulate discussion. Our
‘At home’ is on Monday 28th May at 13 Blackbushe,
Bishop's Stortford. All are welcome. Both meetings start at
8.00pm.

Funerals
6th
William Cope - at Parndon Wood
6th
Sarah 'Sadie' Bell, age 71 - at Parndon Wood
7th
Marjory Mabel Cowan, age 97 - at St Mary's
15th Florence 'Joan' West, age 78 - at St John's
with burial at St Mary's
21st Kate Beenham - memorial service at
St John's

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059
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ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
Many congratulations to the winners of the March draws:
£100
£ 50
£ 25

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

No 103 - June Winter
No 63 - Pamela Jackson
No 95 - Nigel Holland

Raise an extra £5 million this year!
Please look out for the Christian Aid envelope collectors as
they hit the streets between 13th and 20th May. This year
your gift could be worth even more as Christian Aid has been
successful in a bid to a fund called UK Aid Match, which
will match fund the first £5 million raised in the week. This
is a Department for International Development Fund and the
money will be targeted at seven countries - Burma,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Sierra Leone, South
Africa, Sudan and Zambia - to support Christian Aid’s partners to improve health and sustainable livelihoods. So this
year, as well as donations being increased by gift aid declarations, every pound given could be doubled, if Stansted’s
money is in the first £5 million received by Christian Aid.
Please help Christian Aid to help the world’s poorest countries find their own solutions to poverty.

The second year of operation of the St John’s 300 Club ends
on 30th April and I should like to express a huge thank you
to all those people who have supported this venture. As well
as paying out £2,500 in prizes during the course of the year,
it has raised a much needed £3,096 to help finance the everincreasing costs of running the church (not to mention the
totally unexpected and considerable expense of re-covering
the roof after the substantial thefts of lead in the latter part of
last year!). The scheme will re-commence on 1st May with
another £2,500 of prizes to be distributed (including the two
extra prizes of £200 drawn at the end of July and December).
There are still numbers available, so if anyone would like to
join the scheme at a cost of £2 per number per month
(maximum of five numbers per household), please contact
Francine Cope on 814562 or Rosaleen Nagle on 816204 for
an application form. The draws for May will be held on
Sunday 27th May, following the 9.30am service in St John’s
and winners will be notified as soon as possible thereafter.

Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579

STANSTED SURGERY
UPDATE

Francine Cope

Firstly, we would like to inform you of a
few changes within the clinical team at the
Surgery. Leigh Welton, one of our primary care practitioners,
is emigrating to Australia at the end of May and we are
currently recruiting to her post. In addition we have just
taken on two experienced practice nurses, Michelle Shields
and MaryAnne Lyons to com- plement our existing team.
They will be starting with us towards the end of April and
after an appropriate induction period, will be offering the full
range of nursing services to you.

ANNUAL TEA PARTY
Friday 15th-Sunday 17th June
This year the Friends of St Mary’s Stansted are inviting artists, photographers and embroiderers to take part in an exhibition in the church - an event that has not been mounted in
Stansted for some years. We know there are many artistically talented people in Stansted and the surrounding district.
We are suggesting that no more than four pictures by any
one artist should be exhibited; pictures may be put up for
sale if you so wish and a commission will be charged to aid
the Tea Party funds. On Friday 15th June there will be a Preview Party with wine and refreshments. On Saturday and
Sunday, when the exhibition will be open from 11.00am to
5.00pm, refreshments will be on sale and we hope to have a
plant sale and a secondhand bookstall. Details and entry
forms for exhibitors are available from Sally Argent on
812418, email: argent62@btinternet.com or from me. These
should be returned by 1st June so that a comprehensive programme can be prepared in good time for the exhibition.

It will soon be time for summer holidays so if you are
planning to travel to international destinations remember to
book an appointment with one of the practice nurses to
discuss any necessary travel vaccinations. Please book this
appointment as soon as you know your travel arrangements
to ensure vaccination courses can be completed prior to your
travel dates.
The Surgery has become involved with a couple of research
projects this year involving patients with diabetes and/or
atrial fibrillation (AF). Thank you to those patients who have
agreed to be involved in these studies; research is an area the
Practice hopes to develop further over the coming months
and years. Thank you also to those patients who have agreed
to be involved in our Patient Participation Group (PPG). We
now have 40 members and have published the first survey
results and feedback from the PPG on our website. This is a
virtual group with the majority of communication via email.
You can find the results of a recent survey, how to join the
PPG and a host of other useful information at
www.thestanstedsurgery.nhs.uk.
Anabel Howard
Practice Manager
Tel: 813200

Audrey Rodgers
Chairman
Tel: 812162
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CHARITY DAY
in honour of Paul Crommie

11 am Sun 6th May
Stansted Football Club
Entry £5 adults, £2 children incl lunch
Tel 07877 481640 or pay on the door
Proceeds to Lymphoma Research and
Macmillan Cancer Care

Photos and short acting clips of Paul
will be on display

May
2
Wed

Red Cross Week
6th - 12th May
Please support the collections
which will be made during
Red Cross Week in Stansted
New collectors welcome
Please contact
Christine Stiles 813172

Stansted Windmill
Open 1.30 - 5.30 pm
Sun 6th, Mon 7th, Sun 13th May

St Mary’s Church
Open for teas
2 - 5 pm
Sun 6th and Mon 7th May

VILLAGE EVENTS

Mountfitchet Club
Mountfitchet Garden Club
3
Thu
Local History AGM
4
Fri
NCT Themed Tea & Toys
6
Sun Paul Crommie Charity Day
Red Cross Week begins
6/7 Sun/Mon Windmill Open
Church Open and Teas
10 Thu
WI
11 Fri
Link copy due in today
12 Sat
Skips
Stansted Family Café
Cake & Craft Sale
Music of Angels
13 Sun Windmill Open
Christian Aid Week begins
14 Mon Shalom
17 Thu
U3A AGM and Talk
19 Sat
May Fair
20 Sun Stansted Family Café
Music@stansted
Gardens Open & Entertainment
21 Mon WI New Members’ Evening
25 Fri
Millers’ Open Evening
26 Sat
Skips
Stansted Family Café
27 Sun Rainbow Family Fun Day
28 Mon Shalom At Home
30 Wed Neighbourhood Watch AGM

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
Day Centre 8.00 pm
St John’s Hall 10 – 11.30 am
Football Ground from 11 am
1.30 – 5.30 pm
St Mary’s Church 2 - 5 pm
St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
before 12 noon
Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
St John’s Church 10 am - noon
St Mary’s Ch, S Walden 7.30 pm
1.30 – 5.30 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
St John’s Hall 1.30 pm
Bentfield School 2 - 5 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
St John’s Church 3 pm
Easton Lodge noon - 6 pm
Free Church Hall 8 pm
Windmill 7.30 pm
Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
MMCC 11 am - 3 pm
13 Blackbushe, B Stortford 8 pm
Free Church Hall 7.30 pm

CAKE & CRAFT SALE
incl Stansted Sock Creatures
10 am - 12 pm Sat 12th May
Homemade cakes ~ Refreshments

To book a table to sell your crafts
(only £5!) please tel 812203
Email: janet.wilkin@gmail.com
In aid of Church Roof Appeal

HOUSE TO HOUSE
COLLECTIONS
13th - 20th May

13-20 May

Bentfield School PTA

Soft Play for under 2's ~ Tombola
Bouncy Castles ~ Summer Raffle
BBQ and various stalls
Displays by
Little Kickers & Little Scrummers
Licensed Bar
Entry Adults 25p children free!

STANSTED
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Annual Public Meeting
7.30 pm
Wednesday 30th May
Free Church Hall
All Welcome

Best of British May Fair
Sat 19th May 2 - 5 pm

Bar ~ BBQ ~ Tombola ~ Balloons
Phoenix Cards ~ Cake Stall
Raffle ~ Face Painting ~ Whack a Rat
Tin Can Alley ~ Coconut Shy
Hook a Duck and many other stalls…..

Entry 25p or £1 family - see you there!

Stansted Eve W I

OPEN EVENING
Come and meet us, have a tour of
the windmill and enjoy some
refreshments. No fee, no
obligation, just come along.
All welcome ~ tel 816768

for new members
8 pm Mon 21st May
Free Church Hall
Come and find out about the
W I and meet some members
All welcome - Tel 812470
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George Harliono
Gifted 10 year old pianist

Back to Basics Pilates Class

Pilates

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment
Group Matwork Classes
-up to 10 per class

Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm

Strength without bulk

Coordination & balance

Longer, leaner muscles

Well-being & confidence

Improved posture & mobility

Rehabilitation after injury

Tony Boardman

The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.
To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Mobile:
Studio:
Email:
Web:

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

07964 325783
01279 813254
tonepilates@btinternet.com
www.tonepilates.co.uk

Free introductory class throughout this month

Why live with your
aches and pains?

the osteopath

HazelWilliams
Williamsisisone
oneofofthe
thefew
fewpractitioners
practitioners
Hazel
who
whospecialises
specialisesininboth
bothstructural
structuraland
andcranial
cranial
osteopathy
osteopathy to
to treat
treataawide
widerange
rangeof
ofpatients
patientsfrom
from
babiesto
tothe
theelderly,
elderly,from
fromthe
theimmobile
immobile to
to athletes.
athletes.
babies
Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.
She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.
To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371
61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

HPC & CSP Registered
Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health andClinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certaintypes
of low back pain www.nice.org.uk/cg88
We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.
This offer is also valid with our Physiotherapist
Dexa Scanning for
Osteoporosis available

MRI
on referral

Stansted Chiropractic & Back
Pain Clinic

01279 815336

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.
And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic
Immediate Access
No GP Referral required20 Cambridge Road
20 Cambridge Road
Stansted CM24 8BZ

Digital X-ray available on site

BUPA and AXA/PPP

Members of the British
Chiropractic Association
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Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

NEWS FROM THE CRAFTON ROOM
What a glorious start to April we've had! The sunshine was
most welcome and it was lovely to see so many members of
our community come and join us for lunches. Our Easter lunch
was a huge success; a delicious roast lamb lunch was served,
followed by a lovely dessert, a raffle and a piece of simnel
cake. Thank you to all who came along to support us and to
those who donated raffle prizes.

Over the last year, under the leadership of our President,
David Scott, we have taken major steps in clarifying our
way forward and adding to our number. We have sought
to become better informed about community (and international) needs through the speakers we invite, and more
involved in young people’s issues in the area. We get
practically involved for example with Windhill Children’s
Centre and Windhill School and additionally, we have
made significant contributions to Grove Cottage and
Birchanger Wood Trust, through organising successful
events. Importantly, we have been joined by six new members, three of whom are women. Significantly, last month
110 hopefuls packed into the Parsonage Community
Centre for a Quiz, Raffle and Fish and Chip Supper to raise
funds for the excellent Birchanger Wood Trust charity.
The event was organized by Derek Crowther who, apart
from being the secretary of our Rotary Club, is a volunteer
with the Birchanger Wood Trust and frequently
enjoys the wood when Alfie his ‘Westie’ terrier
takes him there for a walk - Alfie has applied
but has not yet been accepted as a volunteer! A
respectable £800 was raised during the evening
and this will be boosted to £1,300 with a Rotary £500
maximum matching grant all of which will be used to start
a project to install much needed information boards in the
wood. The Quiz was expertly and efficiently devised and
presented by the husband and wife duo of our treasurer
Rob Ainsworth and wife Alison. For the record it was
noted that competition was fierce and that the winning
team, by a narrow margin, came from neither Rotary nor
the Birchanger Wood Trust Volunteers. The picture below
records a moment of intense concentration on the western
side of the hall.

More special occasion lunches will be held through the year:
keep an eye on the village noticeboards for details and be sure
to book early to avoid disappointment. In the meantime, why
not give yourself a day off in the kitchen and let us do the hard
work? We are open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays for
two-course meals for just £5.00. Make the most of this service
that we are fortunate to be able to offer our local community.
We are in the heart of the village at the top of Chapel Hill
(behind the library) and don't be afraid to ask if you need help
with transport, we have a very kind team of volunteers who
help us with lifts to and from The Crafton Room. The centre is
available for hire; please contact me.
Kat Lupton
Tel: 815091

'THE LINK' VACANCIES
Treasurer
Due to family illness, our Treasurer, Andrew Sherriff, is
reluctantly resigning from the post he has successfully held for
the past year. The magazine finances are in sound shape but as
they are essential to 'The Link's' continued role in the village
we wish to appoint a successor without delay. The duties are
recording and banking the advertisement income (most of it
annual), paying the monthly printing and distribution invoices,
and preparing brief interim and annual accounts. It is a position suited to a public-spirited person with a basic knowledge
of computer accounting and is not onerous. For further details
please speak to Andrew on 815663 or myself .

Rotary provides the opportunity for men and ladies to
enjoy convivial activity whilst supporting a range of good
causes and anyone wishing to be involved with our new
look Club should contact me. We meet on Tuesday
evenings at the Lemon Tree Restaurant, Water Lane,
Bishop’s Stortford.

Distribution Collater
An interesting and varied role. Tasks include assessing the
number of magazines required each month, posting to those
outside Stansted, delivering a few within the village (the
majority are delivered by paid distributors), dealing with distribution enquiries, and liaising with both the Parish Council and
our Advertising Manager. Please call Yvonne on 814706 or
myself if you are interested. Thank you.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294
Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net
.

Derek Honour
Tel: 647213
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Coaching
For information about coaching please contact Chris Hollis
on 319155 or Martyn Taplin (Monday night adults) on
816386. Chris currently has vacancies for the following
groups: 11-15 year old girls (Mondays), 11-15 year old boys
(Tuesdays) and 14-17 year old girls (Fridays).

STANSTED HALL AND
ELSENHAM CRICKET CLUB
SHECC is your local ECB Focus Club. The Club has had
Clubmark Accreditation since 2005 and this has been
recently renewed. We have been busy during the winter
months. Our juniors have been playing indoor cricket all
winter at Chelmsford and at HECC. The U15s won the
HECC league with Bishop’s Stortford ending runners-up by
just one point. Seniors have been netting since February. The
Christmas Draw raised £800 for the Club and £500 for a
local charity. The draw was made at a presentation and social
evening just before Christmas. The annual quiz in February
was attended by 190 people and raised £1600.

Used tennis balls
£1 per tube of four from Jan Hollis on 812073.
Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm
Friday from 9.30am Sunday from 10.00am
Contacts
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574, Antony Dynamou (Membership Secretary) 813121.
Chris Hollis

The Club are looking forward to an enjoyable season. At
senior level the club will be running three Saturday league
teams and one Sunday friendly team. We will be running
eight junior teams from U16 to U9 in the West Essex league
and Bardfield league. Both of our lovely grounds are in
excellent condition thanks to groundsmen Phil Maule, David
Sandall, and Peter Rue. Our 90 or so junior
members are being coached by 18 qualified ECB
coaches. Recently, the manager/coach of the
Essex County Women's team, Matt Hyam, has
joined the Club. Matt is an ECB Level 3 coach,
one of only a very few in the area. We already
have eight girl players at the club and are hoping
to run a team this season. Junior matches are
generally on Tuesday and Thursday evenings with coaching
on Monday and Friday evenings. Junior West Essex matches
are generally on a Sunday morning. As mentioned earlier,
adult matches are on weekends. The season starts with
‘friendlies’ at Bishop’s Stortford College – 1st team, 2nd
team, U15, and U13. If you are looking to join a friendly
cricket club, please contact me - girls, boys, and adults are all
very welcome.

STANSTED HALL OPEN WEEK
The Arthur Findlay College ‘Stansted Hall’ opens its doors
from Saturday 5th May until Tuesday 8th May for you to discover what the Spiritualist College has to offer. Stansted
Hall, usually closed to the public, is offering a rare opportunity to visit the beautiful Victorian mansion to view the magnificent architecture and delightful gardens. The event will
raise funds for the upkeep of the College, and will be fun for
everyone with activities, lectures and demonstrations. Hot
and cold food will be served all day including a BBQ on the
lawn. The College shop will also be open selling a wide
range of gifts including crystals and books. Tickets available
on the door: adults £20, children £10, under 5s FREE, £5 off
adult entry fee on production of our advert below. Please
ring for further details.

David Brown
Tel: 831011

Tanya Smith
General Manager
Tel: 813636

Stansted Tennis Club

Arthur Findlay College
Stansted Hall - Open Week

Tournament dates for your diary:
Sunday 6th May 12.45pm - Clower Boys' Singles
Sunday 20th May - 9.30am for 10.00am - Cayless Chilli
Adults

Saturday 5th - Tuesday 8th May
Lectures, Demonstrations, Healing
Private Sittings, College Tours
BBQ, Refreshments & Much More

Club Tournament
The entry list for this year's Club Tournament will be on the
Clubhouse noticeboard for the whole of May. Please sign up
for all events in which you would like to play.

Adults £20, Children 11 & under £10, Under 5s FREE
£5 discount off adult price for Link Readers
Tickets on the Door or call 01279 813636 to book

Hospital Cup Tournament
Members are encouraged to sign up for this event. Entry lists
are currently on the Clubhouse noticeboard.
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OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP

TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk
STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,
SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,
FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.
AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS
ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,
ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm
FREE PARKING

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
Family Orientated Teaching Academy
Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
Children’s Golf Parties

Children’s Room
Dropdown TV
3 Full Size Snooker Tables
Darts and Pool
Gaming machines
Jukebox & Live Entertainment
Raffles and Bingo

New Function Room for Weddings,
Parties and Society Days

DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

Tel: 01279 812865

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

Tel 01279 812992

Stortford
Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

and Bishop’s Stortford

Orthotics
Diabetic Foot Care
Evening & Saturday Clinics
Routine Treatment

multiroom audio systems
home cinema
surround sound installation
home networking solutions
digital TV and satellite

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 647227

01279 652249 info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

www.stortfordaudio.co.uk
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ST CLARE HOSPICE
MAKE A WILL MONTH
St Clare Hospice was delighted to again welcome BBC TV
presenter and top City lawyer, Sue Medder, to launch the
Hospice’s Make a Will Month 2012. Participating lawyers
from 14 local solicitors’ offices enjoyed a working breakfast
during which Sue, who co-presented the BBC2 programme
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ with business trouble-shooter
Sir Gerry Robinson, gave a fascinating and entertaining
insight into the world of television and the business of willmaking. Sue revealed the alarming statistic which arose from
the programme that 70% of people in this country have not
made a will – she even confessed that immediately prior to
filming, she was one of this number herself!

Charity Abseil – 5th and 6th May
Charity fundraisers can take part in the annual 110ft Church
Langley water tower abseil, organised by the Rotary Club of
Harlow Tye, and raise money for St Clare Hospice.
Abseilers pay £30 and can donate their sponsorship to the
charity of their choice. For more about how you can raise
money for St Clare Hospice, ring the Hospice’s fundraising
team on 773750 or email fund@stclarehospice.org.uk for a
registration form.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
When organising street parties and other events to mark the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, please consider supporting St
Clare Hospice at the same time. The Hospice’s fundraising
team will provide you with everything you need to make
your collection a success, including tins, t-shirts, promotional
posters and you may even make the local press, to tell everyone about your event. To register your interest please ring the
community team on 773747 or email
community@stclarehospice.org.uk.
Midnight Walk – Saturday 16th June
Organisers hope to attract some 1,350 walkers this year and
to raise £90,000 as the charity holds its fifth Midnight Walk.
A host of local people - some walking as individuals, others
in teams from their workplace - have already put their names
down for Harlow’s biggest night-time fundraising event.
Walkers will set off from the Water Gardens car park at
10.30pm, and all walkers - even the men - are encouraged to
wear pink, with flashing ears, t-shirts and wigs among the
costumes seen in previous years. On the night there will be
on-stage entertainment and goodie bags for the walkers.
Registration costs £15 per person. To register online, visit
www.stclarehospice.org.uk/midnight.

L to r - Michael Chapman (senior partner, Wade & Davies
solicitors, Dunmow and Chairman of the Trustees of St Clare
Hospice) with two of his colleagues; Cathy Izzard (wills and
probate partner, Tees solicitors; Sue Medder; colleagues of
Cathy Izzard from Tees solicitors and Tees Financial.
Understandably, people do not like to consider their own
mortality but we really should approach making a will as a
vital housekeeping exercise. Sue went on to explain that,
with the prevalence of couples co-habiting, the increase in
second or third marriages and the fact that many people are
now bringing up step-children as their own, people do not
realise that their assets almost certainly will not go where
they wish after death unless they have written a will. You
can watch a short podcast which Sue has made explaining
the risks of not making a will, especially in these circumstances, by visiting
http://features.withersworldwide.com/related-media/suemedder-thinking-ahead.
Sarah Calder
Tel: 812988

David Jackman
Friends Group Quiz Night
The Stansted Friends held their second quiz night at a larger
venue, the Mountfitchet Mathematics and Computing
College, and 16 teams were able to compete against each
other. The winners, 'Pie in the Sky', were in one of the
smallest teams but well in front of the runners up, the 'Grand
Slammers'. The evening also consisted of a raffle and a
‘Heads and Tails’ game the winner of which received a
bottle of champagne. Everyone had a great time. Jan Hollis,
emailed me with "A big thank you and very many congratulations on organising such a fantastic and hugely successful
quiz. We all enjoyed it immensely and the result was fantastic". The Friends Group handed a cheque to the Fundraising
Team for £1,244.10 at St Clare Hospice later that week. I am
most appreciative of the support there is in Stansted for the
Hospice and hope it will continue.

Loates Pasture & Longcroft
Postcode CM24 8JH

GARAGE & YARD SALES
10 am - 2 pm Sun 20th May
Various Stalls ~ Something for Everyone
Come and snap up a Bargain!
For more information tel 01279 813614

Caroline Bore
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CHURCHILL GENERAL BUILDERS
All building works undertaken
including patios, fencing,
decorating, tiling, roofing,
extensions, kitchens, bathrooms
Free estimates contact Duncan on
01799 543150 or 07792 254508

Mob: 07540 145 413
Tel: 01279 814 097
www.uniqueconstruction.com

Corner Cottage Vicarage Lane Ugley CM22 6HU

ATTENTIVE • COURTEOUS • RELIABLE

A.C.WRIGHT
BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

Bareham Overy Partnership

N & S INSTALLATIONS

RIBA Chartered Architects
Turn ideas into reality .....

Quality Kitchens
Design • Supply • Fit

Residential
Industrial
Leisure
Interior Design
Commercial
Project Management
Space Planning
Planning & Building Regulation Applications

‘Made to Measure’ - not just ‘off the shelf ’

Very competitive pricing
Free estimates and quotations

01279 816040 john@barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

Call Neil: 07921 632488 or Sean: 07796 172265

jason bagge architecture
ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

‘Restoring the past and building for the future’
Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch
Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB

residential and commercial architecture
masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy
www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb@jasonbaggearchitecture.com
T: 01279 813211
m: 07528 891716

53 High Street Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1AR
Tel 01799 523660 Fax 01799 520651
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

T. F. PLASTERING

Perfect Plastering
Services

All aspects undertaken including:

Re-skimming
Coving
Rendering
Pebble Dashing
Floor Screeding

All Aspects Undertaken
Clean, Reliable Service
Free Estimates

Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198
freeman223@hotmail.com

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.

For a free estimate call Terry
Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036
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We are anticipating in excess of over 200 people to turn out
for the game and for the evening, such was his popularity.
With your help, we hope to raise a large sum of money for
these charities and help others avoid losing someone special
to them at such a young age. Tickets are priced at £5 per
adult and children £2, which will entitle you to a buffet food
lunch. Throughout the day photos and short acting clips of
Paul will be on display. Please come along and bring family
and friends to what should be a wonderful day to commemorate a wonderful person who was taken too young. Tickets
are available from me or you can turn up on the day.

Stansted
Cricket
Club
Work has commenced on the pavilion extension, and we
hope to be finished for the start of the season (or shortly
afterwards). The home fixtures for May are:
Sat 5th 13.30
Sun 6th 11.00
Sat 12th 13.30
Sun 13th 14.30
Sat 19th 13.30
Tue 22nd 18.00
Sat 26th 13.30
Sun 27th 14.30

HECL Div 5 2nd XI v Dunmow III
Memorial football match
HECL Div 1 1st XI v Ilford Catholics I
Friendly
Sun XI v Epping Foresters
HECL Div 5 2nd XI v South Loughton II
HECL Cup SCC v Birchanger
HECL Div 1 1st XI v South Loughton I
Friendly
Sun XI v Little Hadham

Matthew Cope
Tel: 07877 481640

The football match on 6th May (see below) is in memory of
Paul Crommie, who played for Stansted CC for many years
and sadly died earlier this year. The Club would like to invite anyone interested in scoring on a regular basis next season to contact me. Adults wishing to join the Club should
contact me; juniors please contact Head Coach Keith Ayres
on 814471.
David Hedge
Hon. Secretary
Tel: 812509

24th June 11.00am Bentfield Green
Plans are progressing well for this year’s Fun Run, the proceeds of which will be shared between Uttlesford Crossroads,
Stansted Windmill, Stanmore Aspire (spinal injury rehabilitation), Macmillan Nurses and Water Aid.
Helpers and Sponsors needed
Helpers are needed to marshal the route (see below), set up on
Bentfield Green, register runners, and give out medals at the
end. We would also welcome businesses to sponsor our
expenses, such as raffle prizes, printing, and bottled water for
the runners. Sponsors’ names appear on all our publicity and
on our website. If you would like to get involved in this very
worthwhile community event, please contact me - I will be
very pleased to hear from you!

PAUL ‘CROM’ CROMMIE
On 15th February I lost one of my closest friends, Paul
Crommie, to Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, at the age of just
32. He had been battling this disease for three years. Paul
lived in Stansted and Bishop’s
Stortford from his birth until
he was 27, when he decided to
follow one of his loves, acting,
which took him to Glasgow.
We are arranging a
charity/tribute day in his honour for all his friends and family in this area, on 6th May at
Stansted Football Club, Hargrave Park. The day starts at
11.00am with a football match
between his old football team,
the Bishop’s Stortford Brazilian All Stars, and his old cricket team, Stansted Cricket Club.
These were two of his other loves. Following the football
match we are planning to hold a raffle and auction that will
include a signed Celtic shirt, a signed Essex CCC shirt and
signed Wasps shirt along with signed Arsenal photos and
free tickets to Paradise Wildlife Park, and many more prizes.
This will be followed by a disco and karaoke as Paul also
loved music. All monies raised throughout the day will be
matched by Barclays Bank and donated to two charities,
Lymphoma Research and Macmillan Cancer Care - charities
that are extremely grateful for any monies that can be raised
on their behalf. We will be selling a programme on the day,
which will have more details of the charities, Paul’s life and
details of the raffle and auction prizes on offer. There will
also be a children’s stall, with face painting and other activities to occupy the younger ones.

Enter now and save £2!
This year we are having chip timing. This means that a small
electronic chip which is linked to a computer, is attached to
your shoelace, and as you pass over the finishing line your
time is recorded. Bearing this in mind, it would be very
helpful if you could register in advance, as most of our helpers will be busy on the day handing out the chips and running
numbers. Entry fees: adult £11 (£13 on the day), under 16
£5 (advance and on the day). You can enter on-line using a
debit or credit card at no additional cost, or by post. We
already have over 50 entries - please see
www.stansted10k.org.uk or contact me for details.
Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059
marion@stansted10k.org.uk
Can you help?
Those of you who have taken part in the Fun Run will know
that a lot of people are required to act as marshals on the
route. If anyone would like to offer to help in this way,
please let me know. It can be very pleasant spending a few
hours in the lovely English countryside on a hopefully sunny
Sunday morning – and you don’t have to run!
Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579
Email: catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
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The Link Front Cover Competition
Lark Gneiting, aged 7 yrs, who attends St Mary’s Primary School, designed the Link’s new cover. Lark’s excellent
design was one of many we received in a competition for local primary school children to design a front cover ‘Fit for a
Queen’ marking the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The colourful and imaginative designs submitted included wonderful
drawings of the Queen, her handbag, jewels and golden carriages. Judging was extremely difficult as you will see
from the runners up below. The 11 finalists’ designs will be on display in St John’s Church during their Jubilee Flower
Festival 2nd - 4th June. They are well worth seeing as the standard was very high. Congratulations and a big thank
you to all who entered the competition.
Editor

2nd place

3rd place

Highly Commended
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OUR ROAD

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB
Mini-Spring Show
The show was well supported with many new members
entering exhibits for the first time. The tables were full of
spring flowers and flowering shrubs as well as pot plants,
cacti and orchids. Class 15 ‘A flower arrangement in a
teacup/coffee mug’ proved very popular – with hidden floristry talents amongst the members being uncovered! A full
list of the winners can be found on the website.
AGM
The Chairman reported that membership had remained
steady and that throughout the year the Club had welcomed
visitors from neighbouring towns and villages to the meetings and trips. The two social events held during the 2011-12
season had been well supported and were a great success.
Despite the speakers’ fees and mileage increasing, the Treasurer was pleased to announce that due to the support given
to Club events, the 2012-13 membership subscriptions are to
remain the same as the previous year. Voting for the Committee was brisk – one member stood down, the rest of the
2011-12 Committee were pleased to stand again and two new
members were welcomed on to the Committee. The Chairman thanked the retiring Speakers’ Secretary for all her hard
work in planning the very varied programme of speakers the
members have enjoyed over the past years. Thanks were
also given to the other members of the Committee and
co-opted helpers for all their hard work over the past season.

This cul-de-sac of over 60 houses was built between 1957
and 1959 in the former gardens and paddock of the second
(1927) Blythwood House which, together with its welldesigned domestic outbuildings, continues to look towards
the main road and the windmill. The first Wood House, later
renamed Blythwood House, was located near the present
junction with Silver Street but was burnt down in 1926. Part
of the contoured bank to the tennis court is still discernible.
The first occupants of Blythwood Gardens were young families, particularly towards the upper end, with slightly larger
houses accommodating older residents towards the Silver
Street end. The properties are of mixed design and for many
years contained a number of mature trees – since depleted
but still evident. In the early '80s a footpath link with
Cannons Mead became a controversial proposal that was resolved after a Hearing before a Government inspector.

2012-13 Season
Wednesday 2nd May is the first meeting of the new season.
The Club will be welcoming back Mr Ford and his talk is
entitled 'Around the Garden Shows'. Our meetings are held at
the Day Centre, adjacent to the car park and library on
Chapel Hill. Doors open at 7.30pm for 8.00pm start, when
refreshments are available during this social time. Membership is £12.50 single/ £20 double (two persons at the same
address). Visitors are welcome to any of our meetings, entry
is £2.50. Please check our website to see the full season’s
programme.
Maralyn Harris
Chairman
Tel: 07919 478144

CYRIL’S GARDENING TIPS

Photo by Chris Campbell showing Blythwood House and
converted stables

This month you can sow runner and dwarf beans straight into
the garden; you can also sow seeds of courgettes and marrows in pots so they are ready to plant out at the end of May.
I find that there are a lot of ladybirds about this year; watch
out for them if you are doing any spraying as they are one of
the gardener’s best friends and feed on aphids and suchlike.
It is time to check for the dreaded lily beetle. When the
plants are nine to 12 inches high I mix up vine weevil killer
to the manufacturer’s instructions and water it around the
plants, which then take it up to the leaves, and anything that
eats them comes to a sticky end. Somebody asked me the
other day for ideas for plants to grow this year considering
the fact that we have a hosepipe ban. I find that geraniums
and begonias manage on less water than numerous other
plants.

The road maintains its popularity with estate agents and residents, many of whom contribute to the life of Stansted. It
was one of the last developments to have sizeable gardens, so
giving it an air of comparative spaciousness, with little latterday infilling. The residents once included the father of Jack
Straw, the former Home and Foreign Secretary. The family
similarity was striking! A period of flamboyance came when
the road hosted one or more peacocks between
1995 and 2008, and there is a resident peahen still
present. Such is our modest Hall of Fame!
Derek Honour

Cyril Stoneham
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Mitchell School of Dance
Mrs Mitchell

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

LISTD Dip AISTD AES Dip

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED
plus MELODY BEAR classes in Stansted
for pre-school children to introduce children to
dance & movement

Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays Examinations
Choreography National Competitions
Classes at:

Including Tap, Jazz, Drama and Musical Theatre
+ Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Tel: 01992 812781
J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist
Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns
of Central Heating
& all gas appliances
Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing
Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered
Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Corner
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &
Maintenance
Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment
Pond Cleaning
Pond Restoration
Water Features
Pond Supplies

A&I Electrical
All Electrical
Installations and
Repairs
New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.
Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580
www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Tel 07711 202423

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd
High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

Ian has redesigned the
conventional bird table
and created functional,
aesthetically pleasing
sculptures for your garden.

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

He has exhibited widely,
and his work is held
extensively in collections
throughout the UK and
Europe.

For a no obligation quotation call

01799 542385
or 07885 778213
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HATFIELD FOREST
We have had a very successful start to the season with 2228
children following the Easter trail, Friday being our busiest
day seeing 700 kids. It was so successful we took £4417.30
and had to make emergency trolley dashes to all the local
supermarkets for more supplies!! We have had some lovely
feedback following the event to our Facebook and Twitter
pages. Thank you to all staff and volunteers who helped out
on the event and to Margaret Shaw who designed the trail.

Our Easter activities this month have been a wonderful
success so thank you to all those who were involved in
organising the events and those that came along to support.
We had nearly 50 children attend the Easter egg hunt which
started at Ugley Village Hall where the children made their
Easter egg baskets and went onto Linnets Wood to follow the
trail the Easter bunny had left. More than enough chocolate
was eaten by all, including the parents and carers attending!
Please remember that all our events are open to NCT
members and non-NCT members; you can attend every
organised event or just one every now and again. As we go to
press we are yet to embark on our Nearly New Sale, so I will
report back next month. We do, however, still have an
opening for a volunteer interested in the opportunity to
organise this event twice a year. Working with a charity
whilst on maternity leave or during a career break is a great
opportunity to keep your CV up to date with employable
skills. The event is twice a year so the role is not too
demanding.
Our Tea and Toys this month will be themed around
springtime. To help the children celebrate and begin to
understand the seasonal changes that spring brings, there will
be a mixture of arts and crafts. We have also arranged for
Father’s Day gifts to be made as Debbie from Crazy
Ceramics will be attending the event ready to personalise any
ceramic gifts for daddies with hand and foot prints. Fancy a
friendly chat and some new playmates? Why not pop along
to one of our coffee mornings, which are informal gatherings
held in members’ homes. We would love to meet you and it
is a great way of making new friends. Contact me for
details.

We have also been busy taking bookings for Woodfest on
7th-9th September and all camping pitches and caravan
pitches have now sold out. Thank you to everyone who has
booked and if you were unable to get camping tickets please
join us on the Saturday and Sunday from 10.00am for music
and local stalls. All our other events are getting booked up
fast so make sure you call the box office before they sell out.
Support Hatfield Forest!!
We are now selling raffle tickets (top prize £10,000) in and
around the visitor areas. For every £1 ticket bought the
National Trust will contribute £2 back to the Forest. This will
all go towards the upkeep of the Forest and the old boardwalk surface has been selected as a priority. Over the next
month you will see the old spiky chicken wire being
removed, and we will have a ‘board-o-meter’ to show how
far along we have got. To replace the non-slip surface we
will need to sell three tickets per board, there are 1346
boards so start now - we would love to see some local winners!

Additional events being held this month:
Spring Arts and Crafts themed Tea and Toys with Crazy
Ceramics. All pre-schoolers. Friday 4th May 10.00am11.30am in St John's Church Hall. £3 per child or £5 per
family.
Social Branch Meeting Thursday 24th May from 8.00pm
Mums, Dads or Carers all welcome. Please call for venue.
Girl’s night out Friday 18th May from 8.00pm, venue to be
confirmed but please call for further information
All pre-schoolers, soft play Wednesday 2nd May 3.30pm at
Tumbledowns, Wednesday 16th May 3.30pm at Coconuts
and Wednesday 30th May at 3.30pm at Play Space.
Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257

You will also notice the entrance road has been repaired and
although it’s looking a bit patchy we hope it will allow you
all a smoother drive onto the Forest. The work on the discovery room is coming along well, we are all taking a turn painting the windows and walls, and we also have a new costume
cupboard with hanging rail beautifully built by Neil Munroe,
one of our conservation volunteers. We have also patched up
the windows destroyed by wet rot, and have a new floor
being installed.

HuwJohnson
Club
The Club continues to run smoothly with all the usual activities, in spite of Tom and I not being able to attend regularly.
Sandra, Hannah, Jean and Maureen have done a great job,
with plenty of activities to keep the members occupied.
Helen and Katharine have also amused and entertained everyone with some new ideas, aided by our teenage helpers.
We are always pleased to see visitors, but please contact me
to find out where we are meeting.
Marion Johnson
Tel: 812284
e

The secondhand book sale is also going well (based in the
Fisherman’s Shelter) as are plans for the Diamond Jubilee in
June. Before we know it summer will be upon us! Please
continue to bring unwanted picnic blankets and cushions in
to the Forest, as we will be using them for our midsummer
picnic event.
Hannah Morrice
Visitor Experience Team Leader
Tel: 870678
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D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

Pest Control & Prevention

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

Ants, Bed Bugs
Bees, Cockroaches
Fleas, Flies, Foxes
Mice, Moles, Moths
Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
Squirrels, Wasps

We help

cheaper labour rate
guaranteed workmanship
free collection & delivery in local area

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

www.h2oplants.co.uk

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

Office: 01279 216538 Mobile: 07958 304744

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

Chris Osborn
Brickwork &
Groundworks

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Extensions
Kitchens
Doors & Locks
Windows
Bespoke joinery
Summer Houses
Decking
Soundproofing
Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &
Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios
Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

Nick Whitaker

T: 01279 850703
M: 07515 284238

Tel: 01279 813690
Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk
Blythwood Gardens Stansted

the motorist by

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Nunn’s
Garage
SERVICING
REPAIRS
Bentfield Road Stansted

Email :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk

TEL: 01279 812686

N&J Westwood

Do-It-4U

Building and Construction

General Handyman

Barn loft and garage conversions
Refurbishment
Extensions
Driveways
Brickwork
Plastering
Fencing
Patios

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance
Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
Drain Blockages Cleared
Gardens Tidied & Maintained
Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
Fences Erected & Repaired
Gutters Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

For a free quotation and advice please call
John Westwood

Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel 01279 814411 Mobile 07774 877320

Home: 01279 771867
Mobile: 07886 509722
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STANSTED NETWORK
NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILS

Page 19 Page 20 Page 21 Page 22 -

Clerk - Ruth Clifford
Admin Assistant - Anne Court
Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214 10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net

Parish Council Elections
Centre at Crafton Green
Community Speed Watch
Update from Stansted Police

MANY ISSUES RAISED AT THE ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING
The meeting was attended by over sixty parishioners
and councillors. The issues covered are listed below:
The police (Insp. Mick Couldridge & PC Tom
Bastendorff) explained that the aim of the
‘Blueprint’ plan is to reform Essex Police without
cutting front-line officers, an objective which, for
the most part, is being achieved. Specialist teams
have been established and should allow PC
Bastendorff to spend more time in the village. It is
intended to replace PCSO Kelly Roberts, an action
which is considered a pre-requisite to the
continuing funding of PCSO Stuart Stranger. The
plan to include a civilian manned police reception
in the new community building at Crafton Green
(see below for more details) is strongly supported
by Essex Police but still needs clearance.
A more informative set of accounts will be included
in the papers for the Annual Parish Meeting next
year. Thanks to Ken Macdonald for his offer to
help.
The Financial Report confirmed that the council tax
levy raised by the parish would be unchanged
despite higher expenditure (reflects the higher
number of dwellings following the boundary
changes). An outline of the Crafton Green project
(see below for more details) was given together
with an indicative cost of about £750,000 funded
from the Section 106 Community Fund.
The refurbishment of the fountain island is the
Council’s project to commemorate Her Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee with work due to start by the end
of April.
A resolution requiring that all meetings held by
councillors with any other parties should be public
and advertised in advance was not supported.
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The Olympic torch will be visiting
Stansted on Saturday 7th July in the late
morning between 11am & midday.
We hope as many people as possible will
turn out along the route to witness this
historic moment.

PARKING RESTRICTIONS AROUND THE
NEW ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
Essex County Council has issued a series
of proposed no waiting restrictions on a
number of roads on Foresthall Park in
anticipation of the issues likely to arise once
the new school opens in the autumn. Most
of the restrictions relate to preventing
parking around junctions. The roads
involved are Walson Way, Reeve Road,
Livings Way, Hampton Road, Shaws Close,
Greys Close & Miller Close.
For more details contact the Foresthall Park
Residents’ Association or the Parish
Council.
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS ON
THURSDAY, 3rd MAY
Polling stations will be open from 7am 10pm on 3rd May, so please put the date
on the calendar and vote - this is your
council.
Please read your poll card carefully as there
will now be four polling stations (previously
two). Many, and perhaps most of you, will
vote at a different location (see the April
Link, if you still have it, or it is available on
the Link website), for more details.

Questions in the Annual Parish Meeting open forum raised a number of matters including:
The use of the Lower Street car park by commuters was raised. However, subject to complying with
restrictions, this is a public car park. Need to review capacity and usage as well as seeking to increase
parking, if possible, at the station.
The residents’ parking scheme for Lower Street and Grove Hill is under review. It is likely that limited
waiting during the day will be introduced.
The need for a pedestrian crossing in Lower Street as part of the highway requirements relating to the
proposed development of the Castle Lotus site was raised. Loss of on-street parking may cause
problems for existing retailers, thus an impact analysis is needed.
The routing of delivery lorries to the food stores on Cambridge Road was a concern as these were
coming through the village rather than using the B1383. Issue to be raised with retailers.
Grit bins were delivered late from the supplier but will be in position for next autumn and winter. The
bins will be placed in seven locations.
Finally it was raised as whether Stansted Mountfitchet, in light of the growing population, is still a village or
should be designated as a town. Perhaps the new council to be elected in May will initiate a debate!.
CREATING A CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY SERVICES AT CRAFTON GREEN.
An architect has been appointed to prepare designs for the proposed new centre which will replace the
library. Once the designs are available these will be put on display to enable parishioners to comment on
the proposals. The new building will be the base for a wider range of services:
A better library
Parish Council offices on the ground floor (at last complying with disability legislation)
Community Information Service enabling information and help to be given relating to Uttlesford District
Council, eg housing benefit enquiries
Police reception (civilian) - still to be agreed with Essex Police
Citizens Advice Bureau
Tourist Information - a range of leaflets covering Stansted Mountfitchet and the District
Registrar for births, deaths and marriages
A toilet available for public use
A self-service unit for the library will enable books to be taken out and returned at least five days a week
and these longer opening hours will also apply to the Parish Council for services such as the purchase of
bags, the issue of rail cards and the reporting of any issues of concern. The staff in both areas will cover
for each other which should prove productive for parishioners.
The capital costs of this project, based upon the expected budget, will be funded from contributions by
developers relating to Foresthall Park. Should, for any reason, this proves not to be the case, then the
project is unlikely to proceed.
REVIEW OF RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN LOWER STREET AND GROVE HILL
The Parish Council is recommending to the North Essex Parking Partnership that the scheme currently in
operation should be amended to permit limited parking for one hour in Lower Street between the hours of
9.30am - 4.30pm, Monday-Friday. This will facilitate the use of the shops and services, prevent commuter
and airport parking and yet allow residents to park in the evenings and at weekends. Currently the scheme
ends at 9pm and we have asked for this to be brought forward to 8pm. Discussions will also be initiated to
see if the cost of visitor permits can be made more reasonable. A meeting is being sought with the Parking
Partnership, the body responsible for enforcement as the efforts in recent months have been unsatisfactory
leading to problems for residents and on the approach to the junction with Grove Hill. Other enforcement
issues in areas such as Cambridge Road will also be raised.
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STANSTED IN BLOOM 2012
Just a reminder of what we would like to see for ‘Stansted in Bloom’ in this special year of the Jubilee
and the Olympic Games. The competition this year is for businesses only and we will be walking round
the village with an independent Judge to grade the displays. We hope that village residents will
continue to present their gardens in the usual way,but this year this will be non-competitive. We are
asking the schools to provide us with colourful posters to place around the village.
Contacts: Cllr Valerie Trundle (813433), Cllr Iris Evans (815848) and Mrs Joy Thomas (813871)

COMMUNITY SPEED
WATCH
As many of you may have
seen, our Community Speed
Watch volunteers have been
active around the village on
several occasions.
The photograph shows one
group on their first outing
towards the end of March.
We hope that everyone will
regard this as a welcome
initiative to help reduce speed
in our village.

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
The latest planning consultation on where future homes should be built ended with 1,900 people attended exhibitions across the district. Attendance at the Stansted exhibition was the lowest at 2% of the
population, probably because of the snow which has fallen the previous day, though similar to Saffron
Walden’s turnout. 15% of people attended in Great Chesterford and 8% at Elsenham. Key messages
are from the public in Stansted are: most opposition to housing building to the north and west of the
village; most support in the east and south of the village. Technical studies have suggested that fewer
new homes may be needed than previously predicted. That suggestion will go out for consultation in
the summer.
Fresh plans for a health centre have been received by the council. They provide details of highway
changes in Lower Street, including a pedestrian crossing. Up to Easter Essex Highways had not evaluated the new information. It is unlikely that a planning decision will be made in May.
Waste and recycling started to change in April. The garden waste collection scheme started and skips
are now only on Saturdays every two weeks. I would welcome hearing what people think about the new
arrangements. Collections of glass and some additional materials will start in the summer. Watch out
for an information leaflet.
I mentioned last month the prospect of early improvements for pedestrians in the Water Lane area. A
new footbridge at Millfields was due to be built before the end of March. Unfortunately, the project has
gone badly wrong and is taking far longer than planned. Regrettably the footpath from Millfields will
remain blocked until Essex Highways gets its new contractor, who started in April, to pick up the
project. (Cllr Alan Dean)
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UPDATE FROM THE STANSTED
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Our local priorities, set by the community at
our neighbourhood meeting on 28th March
2012, are to reduce the number of thefts
from vehicles, to reduce the amount of shed
burglaries and to reduce speeding in the
local villages.

Dan Brett

817974
contact@danielbrett.com
Catherine Dean 813579
Catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
(vice-Chairman)
Iris Evans
815848
Iris.evans9@googlemail.com
Jo Freeman
812524
j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott
814440
John Hudson
814489
John@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones
813252
peter@lowerstreet.com
Janice Loughlin 812346
cllrloughlin@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tudor Owen
812825
tudor@tudorowen.com
Ruth Rawlinson 814222
ruthrawlinson@tiscali.co.uk
Jonathan Rich 813112
joerichlaw@aol.com
John Salmon
814789
cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Geoffrey Sell 815925
sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
(Chairman)
Bill Stiles
813172
candbstiles@tiscali.co.uk
Valerie Trundle 813433
Prtvrt@btinternet.com

The most recent operation on speeding took
place on Cambridge Road in Stansted and
resulted in 40 people being stopped for
speeding or vehicle defects. PCSO Simon
Horne has launched Community Speed
Watch for the Stansted area. Community
Speed Watch groups are made up of
members of the community who help us
make the roads safer. We have had eight
reports of items being stolen from vehicles
in the Stansted area during the past six
weeks. Do not leave valuables in cars or
where they can be seen.
To reduce burglaries please make sure your
sheds are locked and secure and think
about installing a shed alarm. If you would
like to speak with your local policing team,
please contact us on our mobile - 07801
461461.

Uttlesford District Council Members

You can find a whole host of tips on how to
keep your property safe on the Essex Police
website - www.essex.police.uk and on the
Uttlesford Neighbourhood Watch website www.uttlesfordnhw.org.uk

Alan Dean
Iris Evans
John Salmon

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH PUBLIC
MEETING - 30th May at 7.30pm in
Stansted Free Church Hall

Joe Rich

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding
Tel: 01279 813103
Email: cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

DATES FOR MEETINGS
9 May
16 May
23 May
30 May

Tel: 01279 813579
Email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tel: 01279 815848
Email: iris.evans9@googlemail.com
Tel: 01279 814789
Email: cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tel: 01279 813112
Email: cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Full Council followed by
Annual Council
F & GP
Open Spaces
Full Council

Member of Parliament
The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel: 0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
Email: alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

CONTACT DETAILS

Police
PC Tom Bastendorff
Tel: 01279 812211
Non-emergency No.
101 OR 0300 333 4444
PCSO (Stuart Stranger) Tel: 07801 461 666
Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk

Clerk - Ruth Clifford
Admin Assistant - Anne Court
E-mail: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214
www.stansted.net
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
Alzheimers Society

Tel: 01371 872519

NCT

Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Air Training Corps
494 Squadron

Tel: 681559/661929
Email: 494@aircadets.org

Neighbourhood Watch

Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

David South
Tel: 814371

Pilots
Age 5 -18

Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Beavers
Age 6-8
Bowls Club

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides

Glynis Prothero
District Administrator
Tel: 814145

Rainbow Pre-School

Rachel Munro Ogden
Tel: 07968 347176
email:
rachel@munro29.orangehome.co.uk

Rainbows

Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club

Peter Latham Tel: 507294
Email: yp.latham@tiscali.co.uk

Royal British Legion

John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts
Age 10½ -14

Mike Byrne
Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu

Donna Ring Tel: 731752
Email: skr@skr.org.uk
www.skr.org.uk

CAB

Tel: 08444 775986

Cricket Club (adults)
(juniors)

David Hedge Tel: 812509
Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cubs Scouts
Age 8-10½

Roger Musgrove
Tel: 816172

Day Centre

Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts

Fintan Lambe
Tel: 817937

Spangles
Children’s Centre

Tel: 812348

Friends of St Mary's
Church

Audrey Rodgers
Tel: 812162

Stansted Family Café

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

Garden Club

Maralyn Harris
Chairman Tel: 07919 478144
www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

Tennis Club

Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Helpline

Tel: 07704 553727

Thornbury
Badminton Club

Marion or Shirley
Tel: 869896 or 815871

Grove Cottage

David Scott Tel: 656085
www.mencapgrovecottage.org

U3A

Cherry
Chair Tel: 817140

History Society

Peter Brown
Chairman Tel: 812816

Women’s Institute
(Stansted)

Judy Colliver
President Tel: 812470

Huw Johnson Club

Marion and Tom Johnson
Tel: 812284

Women’s Institute
(Ugley)

Dorothy Wallace
President Tel: 850215

Lunch Club

Alastair Richardson
Tel: 07850 295109
Email:amg.richardson@gmail.com

Whoosh Explore
Canoe Club

Helen and Peter Nash
Tel: 817453

Youth Centre

Millers (Windmill)

Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club

John Robinson Tel: 812755

Linda Barnes
Tel: 01371 873156/
07920 466 923

Music Club

Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
www.musicatstansted.com

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes. If you would like the details of your organisation to
be added please let us know. (Contact details on page 1.)

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name

Tel
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Carpet Fitter
Carpets & Soft Flooring

EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS
ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN
BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

For a quotation please call

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Fabrications

Kate Harrison

is the local company for all soft furnishings,
made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,
CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

For free advice and measuring service call

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

Herts & Essex Window Doctor

JOHN

Friendly Family Run Business

Repaired or replaced:

WILSON

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Locks, Hinges & Handles
Patio Doors
Windows & Double Glazing

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Mobile:
Workshop:

07900 931 910
01279 647 878

Painting & Decorating

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

Lesley Anne

All sized jobs considered

Interior & Exterior
From one room to complete house
Competitive rates and references
Free Estimates & Advice

Please call Simon for a quote
01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk
Stansted based

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

www.lola
jonesea.c
om
Pay as you go virtual PA/Admin services
for small businesses and the self employed.

Design, Printing, Copying, Plan Printing,
Digital Printing and Archiving

All secretarial and administrative tasks undertaken.

01279 657769

printing@copyzone.co.uk - www.copyzone.co.uk
Unit 3, Southmill Trading Centre, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 3DY

Call 01279 720856 or email nancy@lolajonesea.com
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high above. Another bonus was the wonderful rainbow
above the mountains following a short hail shower. St
Patrick’s Day was celebrated later with an Irish jig and line
dancing; however, much energy was expended in disco style
dancing enjoyed by all. On Sunday the coach headed off to
Aberystwyth in glorious sunshine. Many walked along the
sea front with their ice creams, others ventured up to the top
of the hill overlooking the town (the funicular railway being
out of order!). Now all are looking forward to another long
weekend away.

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
Our next meeting will be the AGM on Thursday 17th May
2012 at St John’s Church Hall. Doors open 1.30pm and the
meeting will start at 2.00pm. The speaker will be Christine
Brown giving a short talk and presentation on Art and Crafts.
Committee Nominations
Nominations need to be given to Christine at least two weeks
prior to the AGM. Some Committee members will remain
but new members are vital to ensure our U3A remains
vibrant. If anyone is interested please contact Christine for
details on 817587. On behalf of all our members may we
thank Cherry, who will be stepping down, for all her hard
work, enthusiasm and commitment in helping to set up the
Stansted Group. We wish her well in her new ventures,
although Cherry hopes to volunteer her help if needed.

There are lots of activity/interest groups to appeal to all our
members - see our website: www.stanstedu3a.org or contact
Cherry (Chair) on 817140 or Chris (Secretary) on 817587.
Caroline Bore

Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

Membership Fees
Membership fees of £13.50 are now due. Please ensure that
you pick up your membership card on renewal.
Forthcoming Activities
If anyone is interested in the summer break to the German
Rhine/Moselle areas, places are still available.
A day trip to Leeds Castle in Kent has now also been
arranged for Sunday 20th May. Cost is £25.50 which
includes entry into the castle. For further details of either trip
please contact Maggie on 503848 or Jan on 812481.

As a member of the WI you never know where it might lead
you. Seven members were recently led to nearby Hatfield
Broad Oak WI to hear Erwin James speak of his life in
prison and afterwards. Convicted in 1984 of murder, he
faced an audience of some 100 people, men included, to
speak of his regret and acceptance that his sentence was justified. His early years after his mother’s death when he was
seven years old, were very dysfunctional leading to running
away, disrupted schooling and petty theft. He was determined from the outset not to let himself degenerate both
physically and mentally, despite being locked up for 23
hours a day. He devised a fitness regime and read as many
books from the prison library as he was allowed and eventually, with help from a prison psychologist, enrolled in
evening education classes. He obtained an English ‘O’ level
and eventually a history degree. He survived the rigours of
life inside, where stabbings, beatings and even suicide were
commonplace, to become the ‘bloke’ who could write a good
letter. After writing a letter, to the Guardian, about the bad
reporting of prison issues, he eventually began writing his
column ‘A life inside’ for them, his fee going to charity.
Since his release eight years ago he has continued to write
and work for charities and speak to groups about the real
need for prison reform. This was a really thought-provoking
evening, which we will not forget and are still discussing.

Activities
Forty-three members set off by coach to Llandrindod Wells,
a popular Welsh spa town in the 19th and 20th centuries. A
luncheon stop in Worcester provided time to visit the cathedral containing the tomb of King John and other well known
historical figures. On arrival at the hotel guests were treated
to a four-course hearty meal. Saturday dawned and a drive
through fabulous scenery, with newly born lambs on every
hill, led to Machynlleth for coffee and a visit to the original
Welsh Parliament buildings.

We hope to welcome some of you at 8.00pm on Monday
21st May at our new members’ evening in the Free Church
Hall. We invite all villagers to come and have a cream tea at
the Day Centre between 2.00pm and 4.00pm on Wednesday
20th June. Homemade scones and jam of course (no
'Jerusalem', we promise!) and as much tea as you can drink!
May meeting
Thursday 10th at 7.45pm in St John’s Church Hall – Barry
Kaufman-Wright - 'Wildlife in the Garden' - can’t wait!

The gates to Plas Machynlleth, former home of the
Marquesses of Londonderry, now owned by
Machynlleth Town Council.

Judy Colliver
Tel: 812470

A stop at Meirion Mills and then onto the market town of
Rhayader where a dozen or so red kites were seen wheeling
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High House Nursery

ADULT COMMUNITY
LEARNING STANSTED

Children from 3 months to 5 years
Highly qualified experienced teachers
Emphasis on creativity and cognitive
development
Established since 1985
Family run nursery
Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
Outstanding Ofsted report
Walking distance to Stansted Airport

New at the Peter Kirk Centre
Courses on offer include:
Alexander technique
Creative Writing
Digital Photography
Drawing and Painting
English
Family History
Fitness
Food Safety Awareness
Holistic Relaxation

Tel: 01279 870898

Please ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning
On-line enrolment now available

www.highhousenursery.co.uk

CARERS

Cooking Classes, Workshops &
Parties for Children aged
2 – 11 years

UK
Uttlesford District Branch
“Caring about the Carer”

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Come & make yummy recipes, explore new flavours &
learn about food through games & experiments!

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

Monthly workshops for school children aged 4-11yrs.

Weekly classes for 2-4yrs olds.

For more information call Jane: 07796 270068
www.kiddycook.co.uk stansted@kiddycook.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 246329

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)

LAN ONE COMPUTERS

On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

Unit 2 Rear Of
16 Cambridge Road
Stansted
Essex CM24 8BZ

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS
OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.
Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &
Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Phone 01279 8161 16
Email: info@lanone.co.uk
Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk
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BROOME END CELEBRATES
ANNIE’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

NEWS FROM THE GARDENS OF
EASTON LODGE
PRESERVATION TRUST

Broome End have celebrated their second 100th birthday of
2012. Annie Saunders, who has been at Broome End since
2007, turned 100 on Wednesday 7th March. Annie celebrated the occasion by sharing a cake with her son Tony,
grandson, great grandson and other family members.

Our Snowdrop Sundays in February were a huge success
with more than 1,400 visitors over the two weekends. We were hugely lucky with the weather and
the snowdrops looked fantastic. Our main season
opened on 15th April with guided garden tours being added as a regular feature. The tours, which
are led by our trained volunteers, are free of charge with the
opportunity to make a donation at the end. To start with
there will be two per open day, though this could change depending on demand and they will aim to be both informative
and fun. We are also adding children’s crafts alongside nature activities for our younger visitors each month – April
was springy caterpillars and flowers.
On 20th May we will be joined by the
Saffron Walden Town Band who will be
performing two different sets of about 40
minutes each at 2.15pm and 3.15pm on
the croquet lawn. Younger visitors will
be encouraged to join in and play along to some of the numbers; to help with this we will have shaker making in the
children’s area this month. Visitors can bring a blanket and
sit and listen to the concert with a drink and piece of homemade cake from our refreshment area.

Bentfield Primary School came to sing happy birthday to
Annie and they enjoyed looking at the card from the Queen.
The celebration continued with a party tea for all the residents with champagne and sparkler candles.

We have a full programme of added extras lined up for the
2012 season that are designed to add enjoyment without distracting from the wonderful atmosphere of the gardens that
draws visitors back time and again. 17th June sees a visit
from the Braintree Youth Orchestra which seems very fitting
for Father’s Day and we will have special offers on tea and
cake for dads along with crown making to link up with the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations earlier that month. We are
always keen to welcome new volunteers and anyone interested in joining our team for open days or to help with our
regular Thursday gardening sessions should email
enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk or leave a message on 01371
876979. Further information about the openings is also
available from these sources as well as on the website at
www.eastonlodge.co.uk.
Helen Carter

Julia Cracknell
Activity Co-ordinator

April has been a busy, and expensive, month for our Holiday
Club. On the first Wednesday of the Easter break we took a
coach of disabled children to the London Eye and on the second Wednesday we went to Legoland. The children had a
great time with their friends in stimulating environments and
their families had much needed respite. The highlight was
our second weekend residential holiday for nine and ten year
olds. The group loved the ferry trip across to the Isle of
Wight. We learned a lot from last year’s holiday and this
time took additional carers to support the group. Disabled
children rarely have the opportunity for sleep-overs that
other children take for granted and their parents rarely have a
weekend to themselves. Our hope is to run a second weekend
trip in the autumn. Now that the weather is improving we are
thinking about planting in the revamped garden at Grove
Cottage. There will be sunflowers against the wall, beans
around the spiral fire escape and herbs in the raised beds.
We did lots of work at the end of last year and soon will reap
the benefits. We would love to see lots of visitors at our
Open Garden on the weekend of 26th and 27th May at
Hatfield Heath ('Longridge' on the Sawbridgeworth Road).
An additional attraction is flamenco dancing at 11.30am and
3.00pm on the Saturday.

WAR MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Since 1946, from Easter to Remembrance Sunday, members
of the Royal British Legion provided flowers for the two
vases on the War Memorial in the Memorial Gardens. Since
the Women's and Men's Sections have, sadly, closed, we
have recruited many other people from the Village. This
year, several people are now unable to help, so I am appealing for a few more recruits to help keep up this very important tradition. It only involves arranging the flowers once a
year and if you have a particular anniversary you would like
to remember, please, just let me know. For further details,
please contact me. Thank you very much indeed.
Janet Hollis
Tel: 812073
Email: janhollis@btinternet.com

David Scott
Tel: 656085
Email: davidscott47@hotmail.com
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Chris Campbell
Photography

www.chriscampbellphotos.co.uk
A new photography service, based in Stansted, Essex. A fully mobile solution providing a first class
service in the comfort of your own home or on location.
• Individual Portraits
• Family Portraits
• Model Portfolio Shots
• Events
• Corporate / Business Promotion
• Performers Headshots
Please visit the website for further details on the full range of services available
mob: 07590398013
email: chriscampbellphotos@yahoo.com

CHILDREN’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Asparagus and Parmesan Tarts
Ingredients
one sheet of ready-rolled puff pastry cut into quarters
300g British asparagus trimmed and cooked in simmering
water for two minutes
2 tbsp mascarpone cheese mixed with 3 tbsp grated parmesan
cheese.
Parmesan shavings to serve. Olive oil

Rainbow Pre-School has been overwhelmed by the Easter
Bonnet Competition. All bonnets have been displayed in
Intercounty's Cambridge Road window, and those of you
who have been lucky enough to have seen the display in person, will have been incredibly impressed. We are speechless
with the efforts made and think all participants have
exceeded themselves and we are immensely proud of our
children. The two winning bonnets chosen by the public
were designed by: Amelia Smith (Older Group) and Samuel
Ross (Younger Group). Overall winning design was won by
Hannah Chester Pledger. We would like to thank
Intercounty, Sainsbury's, Co-op, Body Shop, Fragrance
Shop, Playbarn (Sawbridgeworth), Portrait Studio and Steve
Golding for their kind donations to our Easter Draw.

Method
Heat the oven to 200 /fan 180 C/gas 6.
Spread the mascarpone mix over the pastry quarters, leaving
a 2cm border around the edge of each.
Lay a quarter of the asparagus on top of each.
Drizzle with olive oil.
Bake for 20-25 minutes until crisp
Sprinkle with parmesan shavings.
For details of cookery classes and parties for 2-11 year olds
contact Jane Chate, Kiddy Cook 07796 270068, email:
Stansted@kiddycook.co.uk www.kiddycook.co.uk

Spring has arrived and the hedges, banks and verges have
come to life. Every year is different and some plants respond
better than others to the conditions. The variable but mainly
dry weather over the past months has produced striking
patches of blue ground ivy, white, mauve and purple violets,
and dog's mercury, a leafy green plant about a foot tall with
sprays of tiny greenish flowers, is prolific in the woods and
hedgerows. Also the blackthorn, may, and crab apple are
promising to give splendid displays of blossom.
February and March have been a very busy few months for
Rainbow. Pancakes were made, eaten and raced with; we
have trekked the village on our bridge walks (no trolls were
found), however the children did have fun identifying shapes
in their everyday environment. Some children especially
enjoyed making Mother’s Day cards, with some lucky mums
receiving several. The older children tried their hands at
making Mother’s Day candle holders which they then
painted. Whilst writing this article the children have been
enjoying the amazing warm sunny weather by spending
much of their time with us outdoors; we are still trying to
raise money for a sail shade. We are collecting: Sainsbury’s
Active Kids vouchers, Tesco for Schools & Clubs vouchers
and Petits Filous with Pots Make Pounds lids. Any donations will be warmly received. We have a collection box in
the foyer – please remember to collect these when you are
shopping!

Sometimes a sort of sixth sense tells us that eyes are watching us and the other day on a footpath in a wooded area near
Stansted I had such a feeling. A handsome red fox which had
its home nearby bounded away from some undergrowth and
I thought that explained it. But the feeling persisted and
when I looked around the answer was there in the form of a
serpent emerging from an ancient hornbeam tree and it posed
for the photograph below!

Rainbow Pre-School takes children from 2.5 years to rising
5. For more details please visit our website, or tel 814242, or
email admin@rainbowpreschool.net. You need to put your
child’s name down now, however young, to ensure a place.

Felix
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FRIEND OR FOE?

STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
WINDMILL

STANSTED MILLERS
As Millers we know how lucky we are to have our Ancient
Monument. When the second Lord Blyth gave it to the village in
1935 it was for all of us to enjoy. The whole of Foresthall Park
is now part of Stansted Mountfitchet and The Millers Committee
would like to invite the residents to come to the Mill on Friday
25th May from 7.30pm. Do come and meet us, have a tour of the
windmill and enjoy some refreshments. No fee, no obligation,
just come along.The windmill is also open on Sunday 6th,
Monday 7th and Sunday 13th May from 1.30pm-5.30pm. We
look forward to meeting you.
Molly Clark
Co-trustee
Tel: 816768

‘ESSEX QUEST’ VISITS
STANSTED WINDMILL
Those of you who listen to Essex Radio on Sunday mornings
will know all about The Essex Quest, where the team have to
first solve, and then follow clues from one point to another arriving at the final destination by 11.00am. They travel in a radio
van without maps or ‘sat nav’ and listeners help by phoning in
with suggested answers to the clues.

One Sunday in March the second of three clues led to
Stansted Windmill where two Millers, Molly Clark and myself,
awaited the team with the last clue. Unfortunately they took so
long to find the mill, they failed to reach their final destination,
Down Hall, in the allotted time. The photo shows Mike Kelly
and Liana Bridges during their brief visit.
Ted Pretty

A client asked me the other day what animal I liked best.
After some debate, the conclusion was that I liked all animals but it could vary from day to day and could also
depend on the time of day. For example, cows appeal
greatly to me when I’m leaning on a gate looking at them
grazing peacefully in a field in Cornwall; however they
rapidly descend the favourite list when I’m called out at
midnight to a cold barn where a bellowing Friesian is trying to give birth to a huge calf. Likewise, Russian hamsters are sweet looking little balls of fluff in their hamster
cages, but not so attractive when attached by their unexpectedly long yellow teeth to the end of your finger!
Clients often talk about being either cat or dog people
and can get surprisingly heated when discussing the relative merits or faults of either species. A friend sent me an
email the other day of a posting that’s doing the rounds
on the internet at the moment so I thought I’d share it
with you. It’s a suggestion of what cats and dogs are
thinking about us. It made me laugh anyway!
Dog’s Diary
8.00am Dog food! My favourite thing!
9.00am A car ride! My favourite thing!
9.30am A walk in the park! My favourite thing!
1.00pm Got stroked! My favourite thing!
3.00pm Wagged my tail! My favourite thing!
5.00pm Dinner! My favourite thing!
7.00pm Watched TV with people! My favourite thing!
10.00pm Sleeping on the bed! My favourite thing!
Cat’s Diary
Day 893 of my captivity.
My captors continue to taunt me with bizarre dangling
objects and seem to get excited when I try to stop the
objects obscuring my vision. They put down bowls of
some sort of dry nuggets and expect me to eat them while
they dine on fresh meat. I made my disgust evident by
vomiting on the carpet once again. There was some sort
of assembly of their accomplices tonight. I was placed in
solitary confinement for the duration of the event. However I overheard that my confinement was due to the
power of ‘allergies’. I must learn what this means and
how to use it to my advantage. Today I was almost successful in an attempt to assassinate one of my tormentors
by weaving around his feet as he was walking. I must try
this again tomorrow, but at the top of the stairs. I have
decided that the other prisoner here, a bird, is an informant. I observe him communicating with the guards regularly. I am certain that he reports my every move. My
captors have arranged protective custody for him in an
elevated cell, so he is safe … for now.
Ilse Pedler

RED CROSS WEEK
6th-12th May
There will be door to door collections in Stansted during this
week as part of the annual fundraising event. The Red Cross
helps people in crisis, wherever and whoever they are, both in
the UK and abroad. Your support for these collections will be
really appreciated. Any enquiries please contact me.
Christine Stiles
Tel: 813172
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To Mark and Cathy Chopping in Miami, a son Declan
Fitzgerald, born 27th March, a brother for Oliver.
Much love and congratulations to you all from Mum,
Darran, Helen, Harry and Chloe xxxx
Jean Chopping

THE STANSTED HISTORY SOCIETY
The guest speaker for our meeting on Thursday 5th April was Roger Plumb. His subject was the Middletons – a North Wales
family who made good in Hertfordshire and Essex and became Lords of the Manor of Stansted Mountfitchet.
The Middleton family of Stansted Hall (1615-1715), can be traced right back to Rhirid Flaidd (The Wolf) 1160-1207 or possibly
even earlier to the Kings of Gwynedd 400-825. Through Madoc/David et al, to Rhirid ap David who in 1393 married Cecelia
daughter of Sir Alexander Myddleton of Myddleton Chirbury, Salop, thus taking up the family name, eventually changing it to
Middleton prior to the purchase of Stansted Hall. Roger mainly focused on two sons of Richard and Jane Myddleton (1509-1575)
Hugh and Thomas.
Hugh was the younger. He married Elizabeth Olmstead of Ingatestone Essex, had 16 children with a
career that spanned goldsmith, cloth maker and dealer, banker, entrepreneur-merchant adventurer, mine
owner and engineer who went on to become MP for and 1st Alderman of Denbigh.
Hugh’s greatest achievement was the creation of a new river to supply London from springs at Chadwell
and Amwell to Clerkenwell and Islington, which was opened on Michaelmas day 1613. The New River
cost £18,500; half met by Hugh, the other by James 1st., distributed by Elm pipes, and is still providing
8% of London’s water today.
Due to his achievements he was created a Baronet (Hugh Myddleton of Ruthin) by Charles 1st 1622. A
monument to him still stands today in Islington.

Thomas married four times, his fourth wife Ann Vanacker widow of Jacob Witterwrongle was in her late
20s when she married Thomas then 74! He had six children by his previous marriages - Richard, Thomas,
Henry, Timothy, Hester and Mary.
Had a very successful early career as a grocer, a dealer in fabrics, dyestuffs and drugs, banker, pawnbroker
and moneylender, merchant adventurer, and was a founder member of the East India Company.
In 1595 he purchased Chirk castle fortress (now National Trust) in Mid Wales for £5000. In 1603 he was
elected an Alderman for Queenhithe.
He was knighted in 1604, became Lord Mayor of London in 1613 in which he attended the opening of the ‘New River” with his
brother, and purchased Stansted Hall from Sir Francis Hubbard in 1615. He became Governor of the Bethlehem Hospital (Bedlam
and Bridewell) and was instrumental in the publication of the first portable Welsh bible alongside Rowland Heylyn in 1630. He
passed away at Stansted Hall giving the village a heraldic ceremony, with a monument placed at St Mary’s Church, Stansted.

The last meeting of the year will be held at 8.00pm on Thursday 3rd May in the Grafton Centre off of Chapel Hill. It is the
Annual General Meeting, followed by presentations. All are welcome.
Steve Leaney
Tel: 647177
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J R JOHNSTON

CHIROPODIST

C&G RFS

Mrs Julie Golden

Qualified Tree Surgeon

HPC Registered
State Registered

Fully Insured
Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Trees/Shrubs supplied & planted
Contract Maintenance

Tel 01279 812792

Tel 01920 821595

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 817810
07916 075451
A professional service...
...at a competitive price

CARERS

HELPLINE
07704 553727

UK

Uttlesford District Branch
“Caring about the Carer”
Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.
We offer help, support and advice
For more details call us now on:

If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

01371 875810

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com
The Old Police Station,
45 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 1DQ

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Registered Charity No. 246329

Bishop’s Stortford 01279 654555
Edmonton 0208 807 3712

Reflexology and
Maternity Reflexology

®

The birth of your baby should be the most amazing
experience of your life, but for many women, it is
one of pain, lack of control and disappointment
.

Stress and tension, back pain, sleep problems, migraine,
digestive disorders, hormonal imbalances, fertility and
pregnancy discomforts can all benefit from reflexology.
Enjoy a relaxing treatment while maximising your well-being

HypnoBirthing® ca n cha nge this.

Contact me for information, appointments and gift vouchers

or 07740 948910
Certified Practitioner trained at the Institute of HypnoBirthing® Pra ctitioners in 2007

www.babygorgeous.co.uk

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

FREE delivery in Stansted
Just email your enquiry to
info@babygorgeous.co.uk

Browse our online shop
Baby/toddler essentials
Swaddling bags
Sleeping bags
Toys
Gifts, accessories and much more

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Nail and Beauty Studio
10%off

your first treatment with this advert

Call for prices
and appointments
in Stansted

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

01279 647177
07977 847489

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646
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Non Peroxide Teeth Whitening
Semi-permanent Eyelash
Extensions & Maintenance
Eyelash Tinting
Eyebrow Tinting
CND Shellac Nails
Minx Nails

INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE HARLIONO

www.foresthallparkresidents.org

Prior to his forthcoming concert at St John’s Church at 3.00pm
on 20th May, 11-year old pianist George Harliono visited me at
home to talk about siblings, early-morning practice, and
noodles … George Harliono only took up the piano at the age
of six, at the suggestion of a family friend who discerned a creative personality in the making. George is two terms into a specialist education at the Purcell School in Bushey, where two
and a half hours daily practice are expected (up at 6.30am!) as
well as piano lessons and the normal school curriculum. Coming home at weekends might sound like a chance for a rest, but
his description of home life suggests anything but; board
games, table tennis, badminton, football, model-making, and
swimming - the family are always so busy that television hardly
gets a look-in. At the Purcell, George’s piano studies are supplemented by violin and composition. He says his current
piano teacher is pretty strict – “but that’s what’s needed when
you start to get to higher levels”. Does he find practice boring?
“It’s OK; it’s not a treat, but it’s not a chore either”. So when
does he get the most pleasure from playing? “When I’ve
learned something properly, and I can play it in concert”.

I thought it would be good to organise a few social activities and events in and around Foresthall Park. The Committee met recently, and to get the ball rolling, we have
made some suggestions and then anyone that is interested
can get in touch with the organiser who can take it from
there. Our initial ideas (walking and running groups, badminton, golf outing, tag rugby) are listed with additional
details in the Events and Social page on our website. At
the moment, all suggestions are quite sporty but hopefully in time we will have a more diverse range of activities and events, so this is also an appeal to other
Foresthall Park residents (quiz masters, musicians, book
clubs, knitters, photographers, scrabble players, walkers
etc) who might like to organise something locally to get
in touch and we can add your suggestion/contact details
to the webpage.

As George sits up to the piano, the quietly-spoken schoolboy
disappears, to be replaced by an artist totally immersed in the
music he is playing. After treating us to a deeply-felt Schubert
Impromptu, he perched alongside me on the piano-stool and
engaged in earnest conversation about fingering technique
(mine could apparently be rather more varied), concert pitch,
tonality and keyboards. I wondered what other career choices
might he have in mind if it all got a bit too heavy in future?
Well, a mathematician perhaps, or a scientist; but he quite likes
the thought of playing the piano and writing music for other
people to play. Beethoven and Rachmaninov would certainly
give their approval to that option! Meanwhile though a very
well-balanced and (relatively) normal happy family life are
waiting for him at home, including the application of his latest
new skill - cooking noodles. No jokes about 'Chopsticks',
please!

The issue of airport parkers has been brought up again by
some residents. In order for any action to be taken, residents need to log the details of suspected airport parkers
with the BAA airport parking hotline (0800 731 2385).
This is a central database and a list of all cases goes to the
Stansted Airport Highways Working Group (which
includes BAA, Essex County Council Highways and
Uttlesford District Council), which identifies ‘hotspots’.
Where recorded evidence highlights a ‘hotspot’ BAA
may contribute financial assistance to the statutory
authority (ECC Highways) to provide a solution. Last
year, 52 incidents were reported, of which eight were on
roads in Foresthall Park. If this is becoming a significant
issue then residents need to use the hotline - right now;
the reported numbers do not warrant any further action.
Residents living around the school site should have
received details of the parking restrictions that will be put
in place for the new school.
Stephen Berry
Chairman
Tel: 647652
Email: s.berry@mac.com

www.mitp-bentfield.co.uk

George’s concert will include Beethoven’s Pathétique Sonata,
Chopin’s Polonaise in C# minor, Schubert’s Four Impromptus
Opus 90, and Rachmaninov’s Prelude in C# minor. Tickets £6
adults, £2 under 18s, from Stansted Carpets; Nockolds Bishop’s
Stortford; Sonia Levy telephone 815282; or on the door.
Richard Allaway
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On 30th June, Bentfield Primary School will once again
host the gig at its parkland setting with the stunning backdrop provided by Hargrave House. An excellent line-up
of confirmed bands includes: 'The Real Reason', 'The
Jjarrs', 'Bamboo Loud 'and 'All Of A Sudden', with more
to be announced shortly. A huge array of bouncy castles,
face painting, games, BBQ and bar make this an all-round
family event not to be missed. Tickets £8 advance, £10
on the gate (children under 16 free if with an adult).
Tracey Davidson-Perry
Tel: 07900 990505
Email: tracey.perry@gmail.com

Greenways Financial Planning

For All Your Personal
Financial Planning Needs

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Tee Financial is excellently placed
to
provide
comprehensive
professional advice on all personal
financial
planning
matters,
specialising in retirement planning, trust and
portfolio management, care fees and equity release.

Professional friendly advice
on
Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
Income Protection ~ Annuities
Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or
kersid@teefinancial.com

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Rutland House, 47 Dane Street, Bishops Stortford,
Hertfordshire, CM23 3BT
Tel: 01279 658304 Fax: 01279 757672
www.teefinancial.com

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

Tee Financial plc is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

Exceptional standard of accommodation
ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award
Peter Kirk Centre
St John’s Road
Stansted CM24 8JP

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities
Free WiFi in all rooms

www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

Open All Year
Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys
44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex CM24 8LR

Experienced Friendly Staff
‘A happy place to learn’

Registered and Insured

Tel: 01279 813388
Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web: www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

‘The children engage in a good
range of purposeful learning and
play activities' (OFSTED)
For further information
please call 01279 814242

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons
24 hour Family Careline
For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:
79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth
(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping
(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow
(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow
(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden
(01799) 523314

www.drobinson.co.uk
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MANUDEN GUIDES
BADEN-POWELL CHALLENGE AWARDS
On Tuesday 27th March Manuden Guides put on a Concert in
the Village Hall, attended by Brownies, family and friends.
There was an impressive programme of singing, dancing and
instrument playing, showing what a talented group of girls we
have. At the end, three girls, Hannah Coop, Taylor Green and

Introduction to Bowls evening – many thanks to all those
who attended. It was nice to be able to meet some of the
advertisers that feature in the fixtures book - we do appreciate your support. Likewise it was good to welcome some of
our potential new bowlers and we hope to see you again on
29th April from 10.00am or any evening during that week
from 6.30pm. As always a big thank you to Patricia for the
spread she laid on – all plates were emptied!!

Olivia Tait, were presented with their Baden-Powell Challenge
awards. The girls had to choose ten challenges covering a wide
range of activities, some developing their own skills, some
learning new ones, and some teaching others. They also had to
go on an Adventure meeting people they didn’t know and being
challenged in different ways. The Baden-Powell Challenge is
the highest award you can achieve as a guide, and we are
extremely proud of Hannah, Olivia and Taylor.
Glynis Prothero

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
The stage in Ugley Village Hall was transformed into an artist’s
studio - the artist being the very talented Karen Adams, who
spoke in a passionate entertaining way about her art. She left
college at the age of 18 and trained as a graphic designer and
worked for a number of graphic studios. Finding this work too
restrictive, she enrolled with the Regent Academy of Fine Arts
in London where she qualified in interior design and decorative
paint techniques, some of which she demonstrated. Her work is
displayed in a number of prestigious art galleries, and many of
her paintings grace the homes of discerning art lovers at home
and abroad and one can be spotted in a Stansted tea room! She
has also appeared in newspapers and magazines, including
Hertfordshire Life and Artists and Illustrators. At the end of her
demonstration she revealed in true 'Blue Peter' style two complete paintings that she had completed earlier: one an abstract
painted in a very tactile, multi-layered 3-D effect which is her
signature style; and the other a representational painting based
on an Art Nouveau style head of an ivy-crowned female - both
of which were greatly admired by our members. The afternoon
was brought to a close by Karen acting as judge for our craft
competition - a rare opportunity to have one's work judged by
an award winning artist! Other highlights on the horizon for our
members include a Diamond Jubilee party in June and Beekeeping for Beginners in July. If this sounds like your cup of
tea why not come and join us? You would be most welcome.
We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in
Ugley Village Hall.
Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922
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Bowling for Beginners – Sunday 29th April 10.00am
onwards - we look forward to meeting anyone who would
like to have a look around the bowls club and green.
Coaches will be on hand to help and advise if you feel like
having a roll up. All you need to bring is a pair of flat shoes
– we have woods which you can try for size and borrow;
refreshments and snacks will be available. For further details
or an informal chat please telephone as below.
Further Bowling for Beginners Sessions - if you are
unable to attend the above we can offer evening sessions
from Monday 30th April-Friday 4th May at 6.30pm.
Pre-Season Get Together Meal - as I write this report we
are looking forward to our Pre-Season Get Together Meal to
be held at Yeoman's on Saturday 14th April – an ideal opportunity for us all to catch up with one another before we step
out on the green.
Funding – we would like to extend our grateful thanks to
Stansted Parish Council (New Homes Bonus Scheme),
Stansted Airport Community Trust and Stansted Airport
Passenger Community Fund, as these awards have helped
the Club with the on-going enhancement of our facility.
For more information about the club, please contact me.
Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary
Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

FREEFALL
Freefall is nothing to do with parachutes or jumping out of
‘planes! It’s a new free service that aims to reduce the
number of falls by older people in their homes. The scheme
is available to all Uttlesford residents aged 60 or over. The
type of prevention work carried out under the Freefall
scheme includes fitting grab rails, fitting stair rails, securing
loose carpets, tidying trailing cables and raising furniture.
Checks can also be made on alarms, door chains and window
locks. To check eligibility, and to make an appointment for a
home visit to identify hazards which could cause a fall,
please contact Chris Bullock on 01992 564259.

THE SECRET GARDENER

STEVE HALL

www.thesecretgardener.net
Email: scottyduncan@gmail.com

GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN
Tel 01279 817739

Friendly service ~ No job too large or small

Mobile 07778 049063

Call Scott on 01279 899005 or 07968 121016
for a free consultation
References available - fully insured

Gardening Services & So Much More…

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping
undertaken including fencing, paving,
turfing, pruning & hedge cutting
Nigel Brown
07917 611945
RHS Qualified
01279 507255 Registered waste carrier

Most Aspects of Garden Work
Grass Cutting
Pressure Washing
Letter Writing / Proof Reading
Any tasks considered – try me!
No job too small, call me today.
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383
(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),
functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

Uppercut Trees
At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional service. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and hedge
care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

BED & BREAKFASt
Comfortable family house in Birchanger
Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040
www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email: annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com
All rooms have blackout blinds, beverage trays, toiletries,
LCD Freeview TV/DVD & thermostatically controlled radiators

FAMILY NEWS

PAR Bookkeeping Services

13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

NEED HELP WITH PAPERWORK?
A local, friendly and professional service to help with all
your accounting needs.
VAT Returns, Payroll Bureau
Financial Accounts.

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

We deliver 7 days a week

For further information please call 07907 115765 or Email:

Please call us for more information on

info@parbookkeeping.com

www.parbookkeeping.com

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5am - 5.30pm; Sun 5am - 1.30pm
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STANSTED COMMUNITY
SPEEDWATCH

494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

In the last few weeks, clusters of people in yellow jackets
have become a regular sight beside Stansted's through
routes. These are volunteers who responded to an appeal
by Essex Police and the Parish Council to set up a community speedwatch group. Our objective is not to catch people
speeding, but to ensure that everyone who drives through
Stansted does so safely and lawfully. Our experience has
been that the lawbreakers are a very small minority. We
hope that they will soon improve their habits, not only in
response to our presence but by following the good
example set by the vast majority of drivers. The few who
do break the law are reported to Essex Police, who take
appropriate action. Sometimes, we are joined by police
who are able to take action on the spot. We realise we cannot be everywhere, but hope that a regular presence will
encourage good driving habits as a norm, not just when we
are about. The real risk is not of points on the licence, but
the consequences of an accident at speed. We have been
encouraged by the number of residents and drivers who
have taken the trouble to thank us. If anyone would like to
join the Stansted Speedwatch team, please contact the
Parish Council.
Warren Vickers

Our thirdhand minibus has finally given up on us. It lasted
over 12 years and served us loyally throughout. There were
times when it was moody and it had to be push-started around
a car park. But, in general, it was a very old, but reliable minibus. It took many cadets all over the UK; for Duke of
Edinburgh, for training camps, sports events and charity

endeavours. It has now been taken to scrap. We are now asking for your help. Without a minibus, our activities are very
limited. Unless we have parents that volunteer to ferry the
cadets around to all these venues, which are often hours away,
we can no longer take part in them. We are desperately trying
to raise enough money for a new bus; we have raised £10,000
so far but are still £2,000 short … we need help for that last
little push. If anyone would be willing to make a donation to
our fund we would be extremely grateful. Please contact me.
As part of our fundraising, I am organising a dining-in night
for our squadron and various other staff and cadets from
across Essex. This is a formal military style dinner with a
three-course sit down meal, speeches and dancing. It is to be
held in Henham Village Hall on Friday 4th May. We will be
privileged to have the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Lord Petre, as
our guest of honour.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor
Contrary to what Stansted's residents may have understood
from elsewhere, Speedwatch is nothing to do with party
politics. It is a community initiative that was started by the
Police, the Parish Council and a group of volunteer residents.
Ken McDonald

“NE’ER CAST A CLOUT”
“Ne’er cast a clout ‘til May be out”
What is that all about?
Hawthorn ‘May’ blossom some might say
Others the merry month of May

If you are aged between 13 and 16 and interested in joining us,
contact us for more information: Telephone 681559 Mondays
and Fridays 7.15pm-9.30pm (24 hr answerphone) email:
494@aircadets.org or visit us on a parade night (as stated
above) at Second Avenue, Stansted Airport Business Park,
Stansted, CM24 1RY.

And what’s this ‘clout’ when it’s at home?
A clip round the ear, or a lump of loam?
A vest I learnt when still just a child
To wear all winter even when it’s mild

Cadet Warrant Officer Alice Brooks
494 Sqn ATC
Tel: 850354
Email: brooksa233@gmail.com

Come the 1st of June it has to come off
(Whether cold or hot – peasant or toff)
Wearing a vest protects from all ills
More effective than any old pills

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET

Now I’m an adult wise and bold
I don’t always do as I’m told
I’ve ‘cast me clout’ two months early
(It was hot - so I did a Liz Hurley!)

Saturday 19th May
10.00am-12 noon

And now it’s May and I’m all at sea
‘Cos I’ve no ‘clout’ to cast you see
So I’ve re-written the old wives’ behest
“Take off your vest when the sun hits yer chest”

Ugley Village Hall
All our usual great stalls plus refreshments
and free parking

Loki
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Get the most out of life

Cognitive Behaviour
Therapy
One session help with
smoking therapy
(plus support)
Weight & Eating
Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs
Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more

Stansted
Psychotherapy
10 years of serving our
community
Resolve unhelpful issues,
feelings & behaviours
Develop your potential
Counselling & Psychotherapy
Life Coaching & Skills Training
Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist &
NLPtCA Recognised Supervisor

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,
Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com
ESSENTIAL GEM

Head to Toe in Beauty
Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright
All of your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

Waxing, Tinting, Manicures and
Pedicures, Massage, Facials...
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Plus distributor of:
Bare Minerals 100% natural make up
and MD Formulations Skincare

Tel: 01279 817976
sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com
Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids
at
Stansted Day Centre
2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday
of every month
For more information ring
01799 599790
(9 am - 5 pm)
Registered Charity No. 289280

CJ FITNESS
personal training and nutrition

Personal training available at your
home for all ages and fitness levels

Colour Analysis
Style Consultations
Personal Shopping
Manicures / Pedicures
Spray Tanning
Eyelash Extensions
Waxing
Bridal Make-Up
Pamper Parties

Fully Qualified Personal Trainer
One to One Personal Training
Couple & Small Group Sessions
Pre / Post Natal Specialist
Nutrition and Dietary Planning
Bride to be Fitness Packages
Qualified First Aider
If you’re looking to lose weight, tone up
or get in shape for a special occasion,
call Claire to arrange a free consultation.

To arrange an appointment
please call 07921 522380
gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk.

HE ARING HE L P
U T T L E SFO RD

Call Claire 07740 720 036
Email info@cjfitness.co.uk
For £5 off your first session just
mention where you saw this advert

We are based Foresthall Park
Appointments 7 days a week
Treatments available from £7
Trained by Colour Me Beautiful and
London School of Beauty and Make-Up

Tel: 01279 813413 or 07745 639554
Email: liz@stylemebeautiful.co.uk
Web: www.stylemebeautiful.co.uk

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care
Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk
Call me for a chat
Deborah Hibbert
M: 07842 125503 H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs
Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!
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there but the Universe is full of atomic and sub-atomic particles in their billions, travelling at nearly the speed of light, in
all directions, all the time. This has the effect of a very, very
slow braking force which, one day, will stop the Earth spinning, though it is unlikely that anything called an animal
(that includes humanity, in whatever form) will still be alive.
These days we are able to measure these changes, minute as
they are, and they also inform us of the length of days billions of years ago when life was just beginning and it seems
that early dinosaurs enjoyed days lasting about 18 hours. The
longer days make evening sky watching more difficult. Still,
though, you can see Mars, the Red Planet and the next planet
to us away from the Sun. It is quite high up in the South and
does have a distinct red hue. Mars’ orbit is almost double
that of the Earth at around 720 days with the result that we
see the planet every two years. The red planet is red because
it has a very high percentage of iron which tends to go red
when it is in contact with water vapour. This leads us to consider that Mars may have had water vapour or even running
water in years gone by.With thanks to P of B.

PERFECT PASTELS
Sugary, pale, ice-cream, soft, sorbet, light - call them what
you will, but pastel shades come in every hue this season.
You'll find colours from apricot to peach, mint to lemon,
sky blue to baby pink, eau-de-nil to buttermilk. Most of us
don't go through daily life looking like we have fallen out
of the fashion pages, so forget head-to-toe pastels and bring
in your medium greys, denims and whites to mix with your
pastels. Adding a bit of mint/peach/lemon to a pair of dark
work trousers is a nice subtle way to bring in colour to your
work wordrobe without being too bold. Take care with the
transparency of the fabric and the colour of your underwear
- a black bra under a top in a light shade is a big 'no-no'.
Who can wear what?
If you have light hair, light eyes and pale skin then pastels
are made for you. But you don't want to
disappear in a haze of pale colours, so make sure
you wear make-up and accessories which blend
gently with your outfit. If you have dark hair
and dark eyes, it is best to keep the pastel shades
to one piece of what you are wearing. If you
have auburn hair and freckles, make sure your
pastels work for you: apricot or mint, but maybe
wear them with slightly stronger shades of
orange (big this season), amber or purple. The
cools amongst you (ash blondes, silver-haired,
and those on the way to becoming silver-haired) will look
great in tones of duck egg or rose pink toned down with
grey for an elegant and summery look. If you have clear
eyes with dark hair, go for colour blocking, even if the
colour blocking comes from a bead necklace. Think a light
aqua top with a Chinese blue necklace and royal blue slim
trousers. Those of you with softer colouring should keep
their pastels right in the middle: think verbena and soft
violet put together.

Martin West

THE MUSIC OF ANGELS
In their next concert, Angelus, at St Mary’s Church, Saffron
Walden at 7.30pm on Saturday 12th May, Granta Chorale
will perform a programme of angelic music, culminating in
the first performance of Janet Wheeler’s newest composition
Magnificat cum Angelis. Since the text of the Magnificat is
the song Mary sang after the visit of the Angel Gabriel, Janet
Wheeler decided to begin the work with a setting of the
Angelus, which recounts that visit. She has also included two
angel texts taken from medieval mystery plays - one has
Gabriel's words as he departs and the other looks ahead to
Mary's own death when six angels come to lead her to
heaven. The music has touches of medieval mysticism,
helped by the use of handbells, organ and harp, and at other
times the flavour of Jewish dance music.

Elizabeth Willetts
Style Me Beautiful
www.stylemebeautiful,co.uk

SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

Angelus is scored for choir with small string ensemble, trumpet, harp, bells, percussion and organ and soprano soloist.
The programme also includes pieces by Bruckner, Grieg and
Poulenc and modern composers Franz Biebl, Ben Parry and
Paul Mealor. Biebl's Ave Maria is truly sumptuous - as you
will hear if you check it out on YouTube! The young
soprano soloist, Catherine Pope, will perform Handel’s Let
the bright Seraphim, a sparkling Handel aria with a wonderful high trumpet solo. Granta Chorale will be joined by the
Chameleon Arts Ensemble, harpist Anne Denholm, organist
Richard Carr and percussionists Sam Wilson and Craig
Apps. Tickets £10 adults, £2 children are available from
Saffron Walden Tourist Information Centre and Granta
Chorale Tickets, tel 01223 892001, email:
tickets@grantachorale.org.uk or on the door. We look forward to the pleasure of your company on 12th May.

We are entirely used to our 24 hour days and 365 (or six) day
years. We also talk of being 93 million miles from the Sun.
But nothing in the Universe is that precise. Throughout the
year we vary our distance from the Sun from around 91 million miles to 94 million miles. We are closest to the Sun
around 4th or 5th January but, of course, that itself is an
instant: an instant that is even quicker because, being that
close, we are travelling round the Sun at our fastest which is
about 19 miles a second which slows down to about eighteen
and a half miles a second six months later when we are at our
most distant from the Sun.
And here’s another thing; the length of our days has not
always been 24 hours. Something at some time set the planets spinning, some faster than others. Now we know that
something will spin forever as long as nothing touches it. We
talk of the vacuum of space and certainly there is not much

Sue Sylvester-Bradley
www.grantachorale.org.uk
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Easy Chair Sofa Company
BC
Fabrications
24
Kate Harrison
24
Ken Carpet Fitter
24
Stansted Carpets
2
Stort Blinds
FC
A&M Collins Roofing
BC
Do-It-4U
18
D T Bedroom Design
FC
Fairweather Windows
FC
Finch and Son
BC
Gillson Carpentry & Joinery
28
Herts & Essex Window Doctor
24
N & S Installations
12
Nouvelle Carpentry & Building
18
Pest Control
18
Ada Decorating
FC
Brown’s Painting & Decorating
24
JP Tiling
28
Lesley Anne (Decorating)
24
Perfect Plastering
12
Ray Morton (Decorating)
32
Shutes Painting & Decorating
16
T F Plastering
12
Bonne Santé (Beauty)
BC
Cambridge Weight Plan
8
Essential Gems
38
Fancy Fingers (Beauty)
32
Glynis Cheers (Hypnotherapy)
38
R Handford (Chiropody)
10
Natural Hypnobirthing
32
Julie Golden (Chiropody)
32
Jo Jo (Beauty)
32
Lino Thomas (Hairdressing)
BC
Lola Jones Executive Assistance
24
Lower Street Clinic
6
Jan Rickwood (Baby Massage)
32
Stansted Chiropractic
6
Sole Reflexions (Reflexology)
32
Stansted Psychotherapy
38
Style Me Beautiful(Beauty & Image) 38
Williams (Osteopath)
6
What’sa name’s (Hairdressing)
BC
Back to Basics (Pilates)
6
Tone Pilates
6
Chris Campbell Photography
28
Photosound
BC
Copyzone
24
Bareham Overy (Architects)
12
Chris Osborn (Brickwork)
18
Churchills General Builders
12
DJS Building Services
12
Hibbs & Walsh (Architects)
12
Jason Bagge Architecture
12
David Fortune (Builder)
BC
Persimmon Homes
10
Unique Construction
12
Westwood Building & Construction 18
A C Wright Building Contractors
12
Babygorgeous
32
Family News
36
John Wilson Jeweller
24
CJ Fitness Academy
38
Elsenham Golf Club
10
Little Gym
BC
Herts & Essex Wills
8
The Will Practice
8

The Greens Building
Cambridge Road
Stansted
Essex CM24 8BZ
T: 01279 812910

LINO THOMAS HAIRDRESSERS

