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EDITORIAL

In the absence of a centrally organised ‘Village Event’ marking the Queen’s
recent Diamond Jubilee, two of our Churches and the Windmill did us proud.  The
fabulous Flower Festival and Fun Day at St John’s Church, and the excellent exhibi-
tions put on by the Stansted Free Church and the Windmill over the Jubilee weekend
were a credit to those who worked so hard to stage them.  Many of us visited all three,
stopping to chat, admire and enjoy.  For those who chose to go further afield, or stayed
in to watch the telly and missed it all, see pages 14 and 15.  Saturday 7th July is the
next significant date of this extraordinary year, when the Olympic Torch will make its
way through  Stansted (page 19).  Our excellent litter person, Gerard Frogley, would
surely welcome our help and co-operation in ensuring the village looks neat and tidy
for this momentous occasion.  If you were lucky enough to get tickets for the 2012
Olympics, or are involved with them in any way, 'The Link' would like to hear from
you.  Please send us a short account and/or photo of your experiences at the Games,
and we’ll do our best to include them in a future issue.

See you on the 7th - waving your flag!

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for £1 each
or £10.00 for the year.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred), up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk
or by hand to:

7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

5 Greenfields, Stansted
CM24 8AH

by noon on 11th July
for the August issue

Stansted network is compiled by
 Stansted Mountfitchet Parish
 Council.
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St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday     6.00pm
 Sunday   10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

Quaker Meeting House
Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
  24 Lea Close
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel : 01279 656707

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

        STANSTED FREE CHURCH
        Methodist / URC

        Chapel Hill
        www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister Rev’d David Keeble
 Tel 01799 522037

minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for July
1st 10.30am The Worship Team - New Directions
8th 10.30am Rev’d David Mullins - Communion
15th    10.30am Mike Render
22nd 10.30am Faith Paulding
29th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble

Pilots
Pilots meet fortnightly on Monday evenings from 6.00pm to
7.30pm during term time. The children are gearing up for the
summer season of activities, some of which will be con-
nected to the Olympic Games. We have a range of exciting
activities including film shows, games, art and craft, music
and drama. There are opportunities for supporting our chosen
charity, Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF), which includes
meeting some of the pilots who fly light aircraft to distant
and vulnerable communities. In the past the children have
enjoyed visits to Legoland and Warwick Castle. In the pipe-
line there are plans to form a new Eco-club wing for our
pilots who have shown a keen interest in nature studies, etc.
For more information concerning this project please contact
Sanjukta on 817974 or email
sanjukta@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk. Our remaining meet-
ings for this term are on 25th June and 9th July.

Valerie Trundle
Captain

Tel:  813433

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Dear Friends
Many celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in a big way during the extended weekend at the beginning of June. The
huge river pageant was a sight to behold, particularly if you were fortunate enough to be part of it. There are other events
planned all over the country to commemorate what is a very rare happening in our history - 60 years of a monarch’s
reign. Britain recognises the massive contribution the Queen has made to our country as a stable figurehead in some very
unstable times. It is that stability that means so much to so many people, as we continue to live in unpredictable times.

Stability in our lives can bring a sense of peace even when it might seem improbable. We can read some of Jesus’ words
about peace and stability in John’s gospel in the New Testament of the Bible. Jesus tells us the following: “Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.” John 14 verse1. He went on to say “Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
John 14 verse 27.

Belief and trust in our faithful and unchanging God has been paramount for the Queen throughout her 60 years as
Monarch. It has enabled her to steer a straight and true pathway in an ever changing world. As we rightly celebrate the
constancy and duty shown by our Queen as she has reigned through 60 often turbulent years for this country, let us also
celebrate the constancy and love of God through Jesus Christ, who offers each one of us true peace and stability in our
lives. The only cost to you and me for that amazing gift of peace within us is to accept His love.

Every blessing

David Keeble
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REV’D MARGARET BOOKER

Margaret, one-time curate of St John's Church Stansted, died
at her daughter's home in Worcester on 5th June.  She came
to Stansted in the '70s as a lay reader, then as deacon and,
following ordination, a priest and curate to the Rev'd Barry
Rose, then Vicar of Stansted.  She, together with husband
Geoff, a teacher at the Secondary School, became fully
engaged in Stansted life and was a much loved member of
the community.  She was Editor of 'The Link' in the early
'90s, a role for which her understanding nature was well
suited.  She moved to Houghton, near St Ives, in the mid '90s
and continued in her priestly role until her health deteri-
orated.   Margaret was of the early generation of woman
priests and was accepted by her congregation without reser-
vations, such was her stature.  She was widely remembered
and universally respected by people of all denominations and
none.  A full obituary will appear in a future issue of our
magazine.

Derek Honour

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
Many congratulations to the winners of the May draws:

 £100  No  204  - Katherine Joyce
 £50  No  210 -  Eileen Quinn
 £25  No    78  - Ruby Hollis

The draws for July will be on Sunday 29th July in St John’s
Church following the 9.30am service. Numbers are still
available for anyone who may wish to join at a cost of £2 per
month per number.  Please contact me for an application
form if you are interested.

Francine Cope
Tel: 814562

Our final meeting for this term is our party at 8.00pm on
Monday 9th July at 7 Blythwood Gardens.  Please bring a
reading, poem or a piece of music to share as well as cold
food or drink! We will then start again with our At Home on
24th September.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of
 Music: Vacant

Church Hall Susie Ball
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
  Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

From the Registers

May

Baptisms
  6th  Wilfred Frank Halleee

      13th  Freya Cara McDonald

     Funerals
     2nd  Janet Poole-Adams, age 73 - at
   Parndon Wood
     8th  Adrian Walker, age 43 - burial in
   Stansted  Cemetery
     9th  Henry 'Harry' Davies, age 91 - at
    Parndon Wood

ShalomShalom

YOUR COPY OF 'THE LINK'
With over 3,000 copies being distributed each month,
most of them by hand, it is possible that an address may
occasionally be missed.  If you have not received your
copy by the last day of the preceding, month do ring
647213 or 812216.  We will then do our best to bring
one to you, but please first ensure that another member
of the household (including the dog) has not already
removed it.  It does happen! Gated properties can be a
problem as distribution may be at any time of the day.
An external letter box would be helpful.

Derek Honour
Chairman
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET  U3A
The next meeting is on Thursday 19th July in St John’s
Church Hall at 2.00pm. Anyone wishing to see what the
U3A is all about or who wish to join will be most welcome.
The Speaker will be Dr Tony Maisey talking with humour
about The Concept of Pain.  There is no meeting in August.

Committee
Since the AGM in May,  the Chair is now Christine, Vice-
Chair and Secretary is Sandra, Sally remains the Treasurer as
does Vicki for Membership.  Maggie and Jan are continuing
to organise our wonderful trips and outings.  Jenny is the
Group Leaders’ Co-ordinator.  Vic updates our website and
Caroline also remains on the Committee.  Thank you, too, to
Steve and Jacqui who organise the raffle at our meetings.

Outings and Activities
Once again, not great weather for the Leeds Castle trip in
Kent in May but members enjoyed another good day out.
The castle was very interesting both historically and to look
around.  The exhibition in the grounds provided lots of stalls
to browse around and opportunities to buy plants, clothing,
sweets, wines, bric-à-brac, and even toffee vodka was avail-
able to purchase!  The musical entertainment was lovely to
listen to whilst enjoying an ice cream.

The Walking Group set off on a trip to Stamford in
Lincolnshire for a day trip.  Rain threatened but managed to

hold off, allowing everyone to enjoy ‘the finest stone town in
England’, according to Sir Walter Scott.  As a conservation
area, the town is full of original buildings and cobbled
streets.  Particularly interesting was Brownes Hospital, an
almshouse built in 1475, with its original stained glass win-
dows and pretty courtyard garden.

The Stansted U3A Singers returned to Premier Court retire-
ment home and sang a medley of songs including Danny Boy
and Beatles songs. The Art Group enjoyed a workshop held
by Bill Morris.The U3A was represented by a floral display
in St John’s Church over the Jubilee weekend and members
joined the many stallholders with a couple of games to attract
the visitors.  The U3A is also represented at the monthly
Kings Arms quizzes on the last Tuesday of each month.
Members would be most welcome to join in.  So, as you can
see, there are a number of activity/interest groups based in
the village to appeal to all its membership. See our website
for full details of Stansted U3A www.stanstedu3a.org.  For
further information please contact Chris (Chair) 817587 or
Sandra (Secretary) 814304.

Caroline Bore

STANSTED MILLERS
Our open evening on Friday 25th May proved to be success-
ful. We met new people and some signed up as millers. Derek
made a short speech to welcome everyone and he gave a brief
history of the mill. Committee members then conducted a tour
of the mill. Refreshments were laid on which were enjoyed by
everyone and it transpired to be a very sociable evening. We
were pleased to see long standing millers mingling and chat-
ting with newcomers. Our Jubilee opening on Sunday 3rd
June was disappointing due to the weather. The rain and low
temperature clearly persuaded most people to remain at home
and watch the Jubilee Thames Pageant on television.  Monday
4th June was a very successful day. Visitors enjoyed the tour
of the windmill and the sale of tea and coffee, scones and
cakes - expertly made by Bridget and Peggy - were enjoyed
by everyone. The next mill opening is from 1.30pm-5.30pm
on Sunday 1st July.
Now, the technicalities: our engineer, Steve, has a programme
of works which continues to bear fruit. The rear door and
floor to the cap have been repaired; the interaction of the fan-
tail connection and the worm drive is now functioning well
after a lot of tortuous work in a confined space; and two new
substantial posts have been installed.  The rods to the spider
mechanism which operated the shutters or shades have been
straightened and given new fixing brackets; this has necessi-
tated two visits by a cherrypicker, fortunately at a favourable
hire rate. The big news is that the mill now has a new consul-
tant, Vincent Pargeter, who is a legend in the windmill world.
He has made his first visit and likes what he has seen. He has
suggested a few improvements, most of which Steve can
implement, and provided the Parish Council and ourselves
with the assurance which only an experienced millwright can
give. We are now on the brink of putting the cap and the sails
back into turning mode, so giving Stansted a windmill it can
be proud of.

Molly Clark  and Derek Honour
Tel: 816768 and 647213

STANSTED FAMILY CAFE
www.stanstedfamilycafe.org

Special Event
Picnic and Inflatables on the Recreation Ground
During July and August there will be fewer cafés as many
people may be away, or enjoying the outdoors (weather per-
mitting!). However we will be holding two special events -
one for cafe-users (Seaside Trip, 8th July) and the other open
to any Stansted family - whether you have ever visited the
cafe or not! On Sunday 12th August from 1.00pm-4.00pm
there will be a Family Picnic on the Recreation Ground, with
inflatables for different ages, plus some wacky races and
games for all ages. There is no charge for entry, games or
inflatables - all families welcome.  Please bring your own pic-
nic. Hotdogs will be available for a nominal cost. For more
information please contact me or see our website. Our normal
café will be open from 9.30am-11.00am on Saturday 21st
July at the Day Centre.  All welcome.

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL
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July

1 Sun Lib Dem Garden Party 25 Park Road 1 pm
  Windmill Open 1.30 – 5.30 pm
  Church Open and teas St Mary’s Church 2 – 5 pm
4 Wed Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
6 Fri Hill Chilli (new date) 31 Chapel Hill 7 – 10 pm
7 Sat Olympic Torch  Silver St & Camb Rd 11.50 am
  Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
8 Sun Car Boot Sale MMCC 11 am – 2 pm
9 Mon Shalom Party 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
11 Wed Link copy due in today before 12 noon
12 Thu WI St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
19 Thu U3A St John’s Hall 2 pm
21 Sat Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
  Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
  Booksale Starts Hatfield Forest
22 Sun Manuden Glyndebourne Wilford Hse, Manuden 6.30 pm
26 Thu NCT outing Cammas Hall 11 am
31 Tue Olympic Buggy Walk Spangles 10.45 am

VILLAGE EVENTS

Green Waste,  Metal & Wood Skip Dates
Lower Street Car Park Saturdays 9 am - 3 pm

7th & 21st July ~ 4th & 18th August

To advertise your August event on this page tel 814059
or email events@stanstedlink.org.uk by 11th July

Inclusion subject to editorial decision

Stansted Windmill

Open Day

Sunday 1st July
1.30 - 5.30 pm
Refreshments

 2 - 5 pm Sun 1st July
Teas Served

Parish Magazines on view
All Welcome

St Mary’s
Church Open

The Mountfitchet
Maths & Computing

College PTA

 11 am - 2 pm (SELLERS 10 am)
Sunday 8th July

Plus Hot Food & Refreshments
£7 Cars, £12 Vans & Lorries

(pay on the day)
Tel Tina on 814371 Yvonne 813071Don’t forget you can now put glass into your green recycling bin!

 ‘Sonia’s Place’ 31 Chapel Hill
Tickets £12 includes food

and first glass of wine
Vegetarian option on request

Tel 815282 or 816407
Lovely Food ~ Good Company

Postponed from 15th June

7 - 10 pm
Fri 6th July

In aid of Church Hall funds

Bring your friends and picnics!

6 for 6.30 pm  Sun 22nd July
Wilford House, 70 The Street

St Mary’s Church if wet

Entry by programme
£10 adults, £5 children

from Fiona 812157 or at the door

All proceeds to Local Charities

Family Picnic

Stansted Family
Café

1 - 4 pm Sun 12th August
Recreation Ground

FREE games, races & inflatables
Hot Dogs (small charge)
Bring your own picnic

Everyone Welcome ~ Tel 810813

SUMMER FETE
2 - 4.30 pm Sat 18th Aug

Hargrave House
Barbecue ~ Tombola
Cream Teas ~ Raffle

Bouncy Castle and more ..
All Welcome ~ Entry only 20p

Licensed Bar

GARDEN PARTY

Stansted & District
Liberal Democrats

1 pm Sunday 1st July
25 Park Road

Tickets £12, under 18’s £6
to include buffet lunch

 tel 814222  ~ Bar & Raffle
Please book in advance if you can

11.50 am Sat 7th July

Come and join the fun!

Starting by
The Old Bell, Silver Street

and moving along the
Cambridge Road



6

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH
osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Pilates ClassBack to Basics

 Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.

To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
-up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

This offer is also valid with our Physiotherapist

Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and  Clinical Excellence (NICE) recom-
mend the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain      types

of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

20 Cambridge Road
Stansted CM24 8BZ

01279 815336

HPC & CSP Registered

MRI
on referral

BUPA and AXA/PPP Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Digital X-ray available on site

Immediate Access
No GP Referral requiredStansted Chiropractic & Back

Pain Clinic

Dexa Scanning for
Osteoporosis available
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Herts & Essex Senior League Played two games (won one
and lost one), two games to be re-scheduled due to bad
weather.

North West Essex League - Stansted A Team First game
of the season got off to a good start beating Dunmow A
six points to two points. Game against Quendon was a draw
with four points awarded to each team and two points picked
up against Thaxted.  Well done to everyone.

North West Essex League  – Stansted B Team With two
games currently under their belt they have a very respectable
11 points – long may this continue.

Weekend Friendlies We have managed to enjoy three week-
end friendlies at home – winning the first by one shot and a
comfortable win with the second game and the third game
we lost by two shots, so not a bad start.

Ladies Monday Evening League Good start once again -
have played three games, won two and lost one.  Keep up the
good bowling.

Ladies Thursday Friendlies Played four games, won two
and lost two. These are always most enjoyable games, meet-
ing members from other clubs with the opportunity to play
on other greens.  So any of you ladies out there fancy a
friendly game of bowls this could be for you!

'60 Glorious Years'/Monday 4th June Family Day
Many thanks to Stella for her amazing flower display repre-
senting the Bowls Club in St John's Church.  In fact the
whole Flower Festival was amazing and was much admired
by all who visited.  We enjoyed our afternoon in the Memo-
rial Gardens with our ‘Find the Wine’ stall.  Our first winner
was Stella (no we did not give her a clue).  Many thanks to
all those who helped and took part; the weather was very
kind and all stalls enjoyed a steady stream of visitors.

Friday 8th June We played one of our Club games - the
Cawkell Cup which was very ably won by Alan Sparrow;
well done Alan - drinks are on you I hear!!  Afterwards we
all enjoyed a Fish & Chip supper; it was lovely to catch up
with so many members.

Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th June  Many members
began their inter-club competitions - all rinks were full and
some extremely good bowling took place.

As this goes to print, Stansted Bowling Club has also been
selected to host the Essex Ladies Area County Pairs Final on
Thursday 14th June which should be a very exciting game.
Anyone wishing to find out information on joining Stansted
Bowling Club please contact me.

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary

Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

The WI welcomes male visitors and we had a good evening
with the ‘wild-life man’ Barry Kaufman-Wright, learning
about 'Wildlife in the Garden'. He has wonderful slides
which he takes himself of the birds we should expect to see
in our own back yards, as well as plants and flowers. Some
interesting facts emerged: we especially liked that the male
wren builds several nests for the female to choose from, not
once but three times a year – typical female - can’t use the
same one twice! Three lots of chicks are raised and sadly the
male lasts only about 18 months – is it any wonder?  The
lovely robin may be very friendly towards us, a provider of
its food, but are very aggressive to each other. Unlike other
birds both sexes look identical, but the young have no red
breast. Swallows travel thousands of miles and spend most of
their time on the wing. Swifts can sleep on the wing – bit like
commuters on trains. The chaffinch is the second most com-
mon breeding bird in the UK.

We discussed the NFWI Resolution for the AGM at the
Albert Hall. This was to ask the Government to provide
money for the training of more midwives. Five of us went to
the Albert Hall to hear this discussed and it was passed with
a good majority. We also heard Lord Julian Fellowes - actor,
writer and creator of Downton Abbey - speak on the strong
women in his life, some of which he has used in his writing.
This amazing gathering of several thousand women also
attempted to set up a new Guinness Book of World Records
by being the most number of people knitting at the same time
in the same place! Not many people can say that they have
knitted in the Albert Hall.

We had a good New Members’ evening and attracted about
ten ladies who have never been before, as well as existing
members and we hope they will join us for meetings. Nearly
20,000 new members have joined the WI since last year and
145 new WIs have been formed, so we must be doing some-
thing right! See you in July maybe? Frances Beardman’s talk
on Thursday 12th July at 7.45pm in St John’s Hall is entitled
‘From Tart to Empress’.  All welcome.

Judy Colliver
Tel: 812470

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute



OrionHeating.co.uk

01279 813591

Woodburning Stove & Cooker Shop
Seasoned wood
held in stock

Cooking Ranges
Gas stoves and 
fires, efficient 
& money saving

Established 1977
Visit our shop for adviceFree home surveys

Fireplace and
 full chimney
design service

25 Cambridge Road,
Stansted Mountfitchet
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CHANGING TIMES AT THE
DOG & DUCK

We have recently welcomed a new Landlord, Griff Evans, to
the Dog and Duck in Lower Street.  When the previous ten-
ants left there was concern that it may go the way of many
other pubs and become another type of business or a private
house.  The Dog and Duck has so much character, and is
such a lovely building in a picturesque part of Stansted, that
it would have been a real shame to lose it.  I am told that it
dates back to the 17th or 18th century, and was first named
the Dog and Duck in 1881. It is one of the oldest pubs that
Greene King owns and must surely be one of the oldest sur-
viving pubs in the village. Fortunately, Griff, who is new to
the village, is looking forward to maintaining a traditional
village pub with a warm welcome and a community feel.
Griff is offering a selection of real ales and a choice of qual-
ity wines.  He is currently developing the catering side and
there will be good pub food using local produce as much as
possible.  A number of events are planned for the coming
months, and the aim is to continue the feel of a welcoming
public house in the heart of the community.  Some cosmetic
improvements to the building, both inside and out, are cur-
rently in progress; however, the pub will remain open for
business throughout. We wish Griff the best of luck with his
new venture, and hope to be enjoying the Dog and Duck as a
longstanding village hostelry for many years to come.

Tracy Frans

THANK YOU
We would like to thank everyone for a great farewell party -
presents, speeches, cards, flowers, cake and music.  Thank
you for making it such a great night.

Sally and Mark
formerly of the Dog and Duck

PREPARE FOR CARE
If we think ahead for our family or ourselves we do not want
to think about the fact that we may need care at some future
date.  We hope we will have an active older age, remain fit
and independent. It is a mistake however, not to think about
the possibility of someone close needing a care service. As
we age, when mobility is becoming a problem and activities
not quite as easy as they have been, it may be better to have a
little help. Preventative care often staves off the need for
greater care later on. Many people arrange care at a time of
crisis. Suddenly the need is there and for many people, this is
a time when they may be powerless to choose what type of
care they want, where they want to be cared for and by
whom. At a time of crisis, most people take what is available
and are grateful.

‘It is better to know us and not need us than not know us and
need us.’  This applies to all care organisations, your local
care agency or residential care homes.  You can easily find
out information from them and put it away for a rainy day
you hope will never come.  Do the research sooner rather
than later and find out about all the care options available.

Angela Gifford MD
Able Community Care

Tel: 01603 281921
www.uk-care.com

JUBILEE DARTS CUP
The jubilee darts cup semi and finals were held at the Social
Club in May.  The four teams left were the Kings Arms, The
Cock, the Social Club A and the Social Club D. First to play
was the Kings v The Cock;  the Kings took the lead but The
Cock was not going down without a fight and eventually beat
the Kings 3-2. The two Social Club teams went the same
way, with Social Club D winning 3-2. As with the rest of the
evening, the final went five games with the Social Club D
wining 3-2 against The Cock.

Photo: Chris Campbell
The evening was well supported and it was good to see the
pubs and clubs all getting behind this hopefully annual event.
Thanks go to the Social Club for holding the event, John
Scraggs for mending the cup, and Chad and Percy for doing
most of the organising.

                                                                 Gary Moore

EUROVISION STAR COMES TO
STANSTED

Fresh from his live performance for Malta in the Eurovision
Song Contest, Kurt Carjella popped into The King’s Arms to
see some old friends, whilst en route to a recording studio in

London.  Kurt, who is a personal friend of Gary, Lorraine
and Paul, the licensees of the King’s Arms, told them of his
experience at the Eurovision, and particularly of meeting up
with Engelbert, Britain’s entry.

Gary Moore
King's Arms



OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,

SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,

FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,

ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm

FREE PARKING
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and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

 multiroom audio systems
 home cinema
 surround sound installation
 home networking solutions
 digital TV and satellite

01279 647227
www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Stortford Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere
Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course

 3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
 Family Orientated Teaching Academy
 Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
 Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
 Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
 Children’s Golf Parties

New Function Room for Weddings,
Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
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THANK YOU to everyone who supported us on our Family
Fun Day on Sunday 27th May.  The day was an immense
success and thankfully the weather was hot (with the past
monsoon rainfall we were starting to worry)!!  The event
attracted in excess of 100 families who enjoyed the cake
stalls, win a bottle stall, bric-a-brac stall, Name the Teddy
stall, barbecue and tombola.  Displays by the Dunmow
Majorettes, Jo Jingles, the Apton Dance Studio, Little
Kickers and Little Scrummers kept all attending in great
spirits (with a little help from the fully licensed bar).  A very
big ‘Thank you’ to The Cock for providing the bar licence.
The bouncy castles were a huge success as was the soft play.
We would also like to thank Intercounty, The Bodyshop, The
Fragrance Shop, The Bell Hotel, Boots, YZ Minimarket, The
Kings Arms, Linden House, The Cock, Yeomans Bistro, The
Playbarn (Sawbridgeworth), Wickes, Homebase, The Portrait
Studio (Waltham Abbey), Stortford toys.com, Patrick & Zoe
Dee Home of Hair and Beauty, Steve Golding, Connect
Scaffolding, CB Sound Video Light Ltd and 1st Stansted
Scout Troop; and last, but not at all least, an extended heart-
felt ‘Thank you’ to all volunteers and donations made by par-
ents, and the Parent Committee for arranging such an
amazing day.  We hope you all enjoyed the day as much as
we did.

At the time of going to press, our Diamond Jubilee prepara-
tions are well underway.  The children are enjoying decorat-
ing their crowns.  A very big thank you to Yeomans Bistro
for our Union Jack cupcakes and Greggs for the sandwiches.
Since our last report, the children have been successful with
their vegetable growing and the beans are now ready to plant
outside in our garden. The pumpkins, tomatoes and carrots
have been planted too. The older children enjoyed a lovely
trip by bus to Saffron Walden to look at the life cycle of
ducks; the children were especially pleased that the ducks
were so hungry that they ate all our food! Rainbow Pre-
School takes children from 2½ years to rising 5.  If you are
interested in applying for a place for your child please visit
our website www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk for
details.  You need to put your child’s name down now, how-
ever young, to ensure a place.  Places for September 2013
and 2014 are filling up fast!!

Gill Pursglove
Administrator
Tel:  814242

Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Our next event is a Garden Party which will be held at 25
Park Road on Sunday 1st July from 1.00pm onwards. Tickets
£12 (£6 for under 18s), to include a buffet lunch, available
from me. There will also be a bar and raffle.

Ruth Rawlinson
Tel: 814222

494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

This month has seen a few changes to our squadron as our
new Commanding Officer, Flying Officer Gemma Martin
RAFVR(T) has taken over and Pilot Officer Ian Martin
RAFVR(T) has taken over the reins of Training Officer. This
has led to other changes, one of which is that as of July, we
will be parading on a Thursday night instead of Friday. This
enables us to work closely with our neighbouring squadron
in Bishops Stortford, and offer 494 cadets even more oppor-
tunities. Also, the Training Officer has helped us set up a
number of new committees on the Squadron, including a fun-
draising committee, through which the cadets have decided
to support Help for Heroes this year.

Some of our cadets have just started to undertake their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award, with their practice expedi-
tion around Carver Barracks and Wimbish in Essex. They
walked 25km over two days (more if they happened to get
lost) with a night’s camping in between. They had to be com-
pletely self-sufficient and carry everything they needed for
the entire weekend. This was a bit of a shock for some but
did not put them off as they are all about to undertake
another expedition near Brightlingsea, so they will soon be
used to a heavy pack and English weather if they’re not
already!

Keep an eye out for the date of our next recruitment evening,
which will be in late September, but if you would like any
more information in the meantime, please do not hesitate to
contact us: telephone 681559 Mondays and Thursdays
7.15pm-9.30pm (24 hour Answerphone) or email:
494@aircadets.org.

Alice Brooks
Cadet Warrant Officer
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB

Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

Perfect Plastering
Services

 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198

freeman223@hotmail.com

jason bagge architecture

residential and commercial architecture

ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy
www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb@jasonbaggearchitecture.com
T: 01279 813211      m: 07528 891716

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....

01279 816040    john@barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

All building works undertaken
including patios, fencing,
decorating, tiling, roofing,

extensions, kitchens, bathrooms

CHURCHILL GENERAL BUILDERS

Free estimates contact Duncan on
01799 543150 or 07792 254508

Corner Cottage Vicarage Lane Ugley CM22 6HU

ATTENTIVE •  COURTEOUS •  RELIABLE

N & S INSTALLATIONS
Quality Kitchens

Design • Supply • Fit

‘Made to Measure’  -  not  just ‘off the shelf ’

Very competitive pricing

Free estimates and quotations

Call Neil: 07921 632488 or Sean: 07796 172265

Mob: 07540 145 413
Tel: 01279 814 097

www.uniqueconstruction.com

‘Restoring the past and building for the future’
Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch

Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB
53 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1AR

Tel 01799 523660  Fax 01799 520651
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk



13

pulled  together to share the planning and preparations in the lead
up to the event and late morning on the 4th June saw a flurry of
activity outside in the street as the 2.00pm party start time

approached. One of the earliest set-
tlers to the Close was asked to open
the event, and after her short speech
recognising the Queen’s achieve-
ment, a ribbon was cut and the party
officially began. The decorated
street provided the backdrop to a
number of activities throughout the
afternoon starting with an amazing
buffet. Each household prepared
food, which was of high culinary
skill, showing the level of commit-
ment and enthusiasm for the occa-
sion. Whilst enjoying the feast, that
was truly fit for a Queen, everyone
mixed and got to know each other

better. Other afternoon activities included playing  giant jenga,
face painting, a kids’ treasure hunt, dancing and a family quiz.
All were organised and run by volunteers from the Close. A raffle
was also held to raise money for the Lymphoma Research Trust.
The wonderful range of prizes had been donated by residents and
the proceeds totalled a fantastic £175. The action-packed event
slowly wound down with music and further socialising. Everyone
agreed that it had been a brilliant afternoon of fun and a thor-
oughly enjoyable way to take the time to get to know each other.
It was without doubt a huge success thanks to the eagerness of
everyone to contribute and no doubt we’ll all be looking forward
to a reason to host another very soon! Congratulations Cawkell
Close for a job well done!

Frank and Claire Crommie

STAYING SAFE IN THE SUN
Most of us welcome the usually brief period of hot
weather, however some people are particularly vulner-
able in the heat. These include: the very young, the
elderly and the seriously ill. To keep everybody safe here
are a few tips:

Shut windows and pull down the shades when it
is hotter outside. If it’s safe, open them for ven-
tilation when it is cooler.

Avoid the heat: stay out of the sun and don’t go
out between 11.00am and 3.00pm (the hottest
part of the day).

Have cool baths or showers, and splash yourself
with cool water.

Drink cold drinks regularly, such as water and
fruit juice. Avoid tea, coffee and alcohol.

Wear loose, cool clothing, and a hat if you go
outdoors.

The SunSmart campaign recommends that you:
use sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF)
of 15 or more; choose a sunscreen labelled
‘broad spectrum’, which means it protects
against both UVA and UVB rays, with a star
rating of four or five stars; apply sunscreen to
clean, dry skin; use around two teaspoons of
suncream to cover your head, arms and neck
and two tablespoons to cover all your exposed
skin.

Re-apply sunscreen regularly (at least every two
hours). Re-apply sunscreen after going in the
water, even if it's labelled waterproof.

Don't be tempted to spend longer in the sun than
you would without sunscreen.

Know what to look for with sunstroke.

Remember to look after yourself as well as your
children. Very young babies and children can-
not tell you if they are too hot or getting burnt.

The skin of new babies is extremely delicate
and burns much easier than adults; they should
always be kept out of the sun to avoid severe
burn.

Seek advice on sunscreen and hydration from
your health visitor, midwife or GP.

Mandy Fitchett
Spangles Children’s Centre

Tel: 812348

CAWKELL CLOSE STREET
PARTY

Residents of Cawkell Close celebrated the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee in style on 4th June with a wonderful red,
white and blue themed street party. Despite it being a
somewhat last minute decision to host, all neighbours



60 GLORIOUS YEARS - St John’s Flower Festival
Photos by  Mike Howes and Sally Argent - see website for colour versions
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OTHER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Photos by  Maria Rowlandson and Judy Colliver - see website for colour versions

St John’s Fun Day Dressing the stone at the Windmill

The history of the United Reformed and
Methodist Churches

Weddings and Baptisms

Display by the Free Church Pilots Souvenirs from the United Reformed and
Methodist Churches

Exhibition - The Free Churches in Stansted throughout the years

15
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Mitchell School of Dance

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

Classes at:

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

Tel: 01992 812781

A&I Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

 Tel 07711 202423

J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Corner
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)
and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school

at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED
plus MELODY BEAR classes in Stansted

for pre-school children to introduce children to
dance & movement

Including Tap, Jazz,  Drama and Musical Theatre
+ Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

For further details and a Free Prospectus:
Telephone: 01279 654423

Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and

exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements

including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

For a no obligation quotation call

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Ian has redesigned the
conventional bird table
and created functional,
aesthetically pleasing
sculptures for your garden.
He has exhibited widely,
and his work is held
extensively in collections
throughout the UK and
Europe.
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Spangles marked the Diamond Jubilee with a new garden
area. During the spring we managed, with the help of a local
gardening company, to spend the funds from Veolia for our
outside project. We purchased some fencing to contain the
area and make it safe for the children to play in the purpose-
built sand pit and help tend for the plants that have been so
carefully grown and transplanted into the new raised beds.
Some children from St Mary’s Primary school came along
with their teacher and planted up a wonderful display of red,
white and blue plants in celebration of Her Majesty the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The recent rain has helped them
become established and we have no end of helpers who want
to water them with mini watering cans during the day. We
have incorporated plants that will attract bugs, birds and but-
terflies for the children and parents to enjoy and nurture. We
have sunflowers that were planted a couple of months ago by
our dads group and vegetables that have been donated by a
grandparent who is also a local friendly gardener. When the
sun is shining our garden area can become a real sun trap, so
we are looking to get a canopy in order to provide some
shade. We are looking forward to inviting more of our local
children back in the autumn to plant a display of spring bulbs
and some more seasonal vegetables that we shall crop for the
children to eat in the centre.

We are all looking forward to the Olympics and the flame
coming to Stansted on 7th July. To get us all in the mood we
are organising an Olympic Buggy Walk meeting at
Spangles at 10.45am on Tuesday 31st July, and setting off on
a not too leisurely walk for about an hour, finishing back at
the centre for refreshments and nibbles. Please join us for
some fresh air, exercise and chatter.

Under the restructure of services with Spurgeons, I am abso-
lutely delighted to announce that I have been given the
opportunity to manage the Uttlesford cluster of three chil-
dren's centres and to extend the services that have already
been developed in Stansted, Saffron Walden, Dunmow and
the surrounding areas. I would like to thank all the parents
and volunteers who make Spangles such a special place to
come and of course the staff here who are such a credit to the
centre and outreach venues. I hope that we can continue and
develop excellent services for children and families across
the region and as always your thoughts and suggestions are
very welcome.

Mandy Fitchett
Tel: 812348

Your local Stansted and District NCT branch celebrated the
Queen's Jubilee in style with our Red, White and Blue Tea
Party. Our photograph shows the fun that was had by
children of all ages.  We had arts and crafts jubilee style as
well as a traditional tea party and party games.  The bubble
machine in particular proved to be a great hit!

At the end of this month we head into the summer holidays
and as usual we have additional events scheduled throughout
the summer to break up the holidays.  On Thursday 26th July
we have arranged a trip to Cammas Hall Fruit Farm.  This
event was a great success last year, the children loved
picking different types of fruit and they didn’t mind eating it
all either!  After picking all the fruit you can carry we will
stay for a picnic lunch.

Have you liked our Facebook page?  All our events are
updated on this site for our members with information about
local events or classes relevant for mums to be, babies and
pre-schoolers. Our coffee mornings are an informal gathering
held in a member's house, so if you fancy a friendly chat and
some new playmates why not pop along?  We would love to
meet you and it is a great way of making new friends.
Monday mornings is Toddlers from walking till three years,
Wednesday afternoons our pre-schoolers meet from three
years upwards and Friday mornings is for pregnant bumps
and babies up to walking age. Contact me for details of our
weekly events.

Additional events being held this month.
Friday 6th July 10.00am-11.30am For all pre-schoolers
Tea and Toys in St John's Church Hall
Wednesday 11th July from 3.30pm For all ages
Tumbledowns soft play.
Wednesday 11th July from 8.00pm For Parents or Carers
Social Branch Meeting. Please call for details.
Thursday 26th July 11.00am For all ages
Cammas Hall Fruit Farm. Meet in car park . Please call for
directions if needed.  Bring your own picnic.

Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING SERVICE
 Ofsted certified, CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid
trained and food hygiene course

 Complete day-care service for children 0 - 16 years
 My aim is to provide a Fun, Safe and Loving Home

Please browse my website for more information
www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk

or contact us on 0788 3088 555
Email: moniquefernau@yahoo.co.uk

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING SERVICE
 Ofsted certified, CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid
trained and food hygiene course

 Complete day-care service for children 0 - 16 years
 My aim is to provide a Fun, Safe and Loving Home

Please browse my website for more information
www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk

or contact us on 0788 3088 555
Email: moniquefernau@yahoo.co.uk
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Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance
  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

Pest Control & Prevention

 Ants, Bed Bugs
 Bees, Cockroaches
 Fleas, Flies, Foxes
 Mice, Moles, Moths
 Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
 Squirrels, Wasps

www.h2oplants.co.uk

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Office: 01279 216538  Mobile: 07958 304744

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work

Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre

Calor Gas Stockist

 cheaper labour rate
 guaranteed workmanship

free collection & delivery in local area

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

We help the motorist by

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

N&J Westwood
Building and Construction

Barn loft and garage conversions
Refurbishment
Extensions
Driveways
Brickwork
Plastering
Fencing
Patios

For a free quotation and advice please call
John Westwood

Home: 01279 771867
Mobile: 07886 509722

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Nunn’s
Garage

SERVICING

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686

REPAIRS

Solicitors with a difference
A new firm of Christian lawyers
providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal,
caring and sensitive manner

 Estate Planning & Administration
 Effective Personalised Wills
 Trusts for Tax Planning
 Comprehensive Tax Services
 Trusts for Disabled Beneficiaries
 Notarial Services

25b White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford  CM23 2LD

t: 01279 758760
e: alever@leverandco.com

www.leverandco.com

Managing partner Angela Lever has
been in local practice for over 14 years
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OLYMPIC TORCH !!

Most of us have seen coverage on television of the
Olympic Torch making its way around the United
Kingdom.  Well, our turn is looming!
Please come out and support the event on Saturday 7

July.  The torch will be carried along Silver Street and
Cambridge Road before mid-day and it would be
wonderful to have as many supporters lining the
streets as possible.

HEALTH CENTRE UPDATE

At the end of May the planning application for the
redevelopment of the Castle TVR site in Lower Street,
to include a new health centre, was rejected by
Uttlesford District Council on the grounds that the
building was out of keeping with its surroundings and
too large in scale. The Parish Council made the
following comments to Uttlesford:

Members reluctantly decided not to object to the prin-
ciple of the mixed use scheme but would seek several
conditions being attached to any consent which might
be granted:

1] Church Road to be widened from the proposed
mini roundabout up to and including the rail-
way bridge.

2] The number of parking spaces provided is con-
sidered inadequate to serve this  development
and allow growth into the future.

3] Commuted payments must be paid to UDC
 by the developer for the commercial use
 of the public car park.  This sum of money
 should  then be pumped back to ensure
 adequate provision of parking for this scheme.

4] Improvements to safety of pedestrians within
the car park.  It would be unacceptable to have
lorries delivering and unloading in the Lower
Street car park just at the point where the pub-
lic will be entering the health centre/retail are-
as.  Pedestrian safety of youngsters visiting the
skatepark is also considered inadequate.

Although support for the proposed mixed develop-
ment scheme was forthcoming, this stance was
adopted only out of fear that, if the application was
refused, then this community might lose the opportu-
nity to achieve desperately needed health facilities to
replace the wholly inadequate premises at Redlands in
St John’s Road.

As such major concerns over this proposed develop-
ment, which are listed below, were sublimated to this
one objective.  If there had been any confidence that
the Primary Care Trust would come forward with al-
ternative proposals then the stance of the Parish
Council would have been different.

The concerns, which have been expressed both by
councillors and parishioners, are as follows:

- Design  -  The very modern design stands in
sharp contrast to all the other buildings in the sur-
rounding conservation area and is out of character.
- Over-intensive development  -  The 40,000
sq.ft. occupies the whole site and exhibits
considerable bulk and by any definition, with no car
parking or turning space on site, is a substantial over-
intensification.
- Concerns over traffic  -  The Council retains
concerns that the increase in traffic at this critical
junction will raise problems although it is unable to
challenge the conclusions of Essex Highways that the
mini roundabout albeit not up to modern standards,
will not worsen the present situation.
- Parking is severely inadequate  -  Despite the
revised layout of the publicly owned car park showing
an increased number of spaces, once the
requirements of the health centre, flats (only one
space per luxury apartment) and retail (which is
ignored in the application) are taken into account,
there will be a marked reduction in the number of
spaces for existing users.  The car park is at present
frequently full, not least serving visitors to Stansted
Castle.
- Turning circles for delivery vehicles  -  The two
locations are not segregated and will mix large
vehicles either with visitors to the proposed
development or will take the vehicles into the vicinity
of the skatepark.  Pedestrian safety should be a
priority.
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Whilst the total number of homes is modest, I fear
the idea of cramming new homes into the centre of
the village is misguided. Loss of services – such as
computer repairs and picture framing - from the cen-
tre of the village – will mean more travelling for all of
us. Loss of jobs along Cambridge Road will mean
more travelling to work and fewer customers using
the remaining shops.

Cllr Alan Dean

REFURBISHED FOUNTAIN ISLAND

The refurbishment of the fountain island at the top of
Chapel Hill was undertaken to commemorate Her

Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee and a new plaque has
been added to the railings.  We have received many
compliments and our thanks go to former Councillor
Bill Stiles who masterminded the project for us, and
to everyone else involved in bringing the project to
fruition.

UTTLESFORD JUBILEE FUND

A final reminder for all local clubs and organisations
that Uttlesford District Council has set aside £250,000
to be allocated in grants.  Applications are for a mini-
mum of £1,000 and maximum of £10,000.  The dead-
line date is midday on 16 July.  For an application
form please contact Sue Hayden at Uttlesford DC on
01799 510563.

- Positioning of the health centre -  Despite the
provision of lifts, it is far from ideal for the health centre
to be located on the first and second floors and is
unusual.
- Loss of on-street car parking spaces  - The nature
of retail business on Lower Street and Chapel Hill
depends upon customers ‘popping in’ and there are fears
that the more difficult this becomes the less likely it is
that customers will bother.  There is, however, a school of
thought that the centre will generate more custom.

In order to have the new health facilities whilst limiting the
potential problems, it is considered that the following
steps would be beneficial:

- Reduce the uses in the building possibly by
 cutting down the number of flats and thus
 reducing the height of the building.
- To require the applicant to fund an increase in car
 parking spaces on the Lower Street car park and
 for this scheme to be agreed and implemented
 ahead of any operation.
- To improve Church Road in terms of width up to
 the railway bridge, thus easing traffic issues.
- To seek a condition that no grant of planning
 would be issued until the applicant has
 demonstrated the viability of the scheme.

The Parish Council is conscious of the objections raised by
English Heritage and believes these views should be given
serious consideration. We are now trying to work with the
PCT, doctors, planners and others to bring forward our
much-needed healthcare facilities.

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

The council has appointed an economic development of-
ficer for the first time in recent years. Simon Jackson’s job
will be to establish a council policy for businesses and
jobs throughout Uttlesford so that UDC can become more
supportive of the local economy. This has relevance to
Stansted Mountfitchet and how it is to be affected by the
planning system.

The Parish Council has already mentioned a recent plan-
ning application on Cambridge Road. During the present
stage of consultation on Uttlesford’s future plans for the
district we will again be asked if this commercial land
should be redeveloped for a minimum of 25 homes, to-
gether with the adjacent Concord Motors site at 10 Cam-
bridge Road. The effect would be the loss of local services
and jobs in the centre of Stansted. Most Stansted council-
lors want services and job opportunities in this area to be
improved, not abolished. The council is also suggesting
that at least 30 homes should be built on the present St.
John’s Road site of St. Mary’s Primary School.
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BELLWAY HOMES APPLICATION FOR CAMBRIDGE ROAD

This planning application, on the site of the former
Sworder’s auction rooms, was for fourteen dwellings and
one retail unit fronting Cambridge Road.

The Parish Council objected to this application and made
the following comments to Uttlesford’s planning
committee:
1] Loss of commercial site in the village - would be well-
suited to mixed-use with starter business units which
could be funded by a small number of residential
dwellings.

2] Recent survey (by UDC) shows a need for 2 and 3 bed
homes.

3] Parish Council objects to ‘gated communities’.

4] No provision of a pedestrian link from Cambridge Road
to the Crafton Green car park. We have long stated this
should be a requirement of any re-development of this
site.

5] Highways concerns - traffic backing up onto Cambridge
Road. Delivery vehicles etc which are unable to access
the site would have to reverse out into Cambridge Road -
severe risk of danger to pedestrians and other road us-
ers. Vehicles exiting the site will have poor sight-lines to
the north as there are regularly large lorries parked and
delivering to Tesco and the Co-Op.

It transpired that Essex Police had objected to any inclu-
sion of a footpath link from the development to the
Crafton Green car park on safety grounds.  However,
working with our local police, they were able to put for-
ward suggestions as to how this could be accomplished
and these were forwarded to each member of the Uttles-
ford Planning Committee.

At the Development Control meeting on 30 May, the ap-
plication was refused by the committee on the basis that
the proposed development would be unsuitable on land
which could otherwise be used for employment purpos-
es. The proposed scheme would lead to an overdevelop-
ment of the site contrary to the general character of the
area.

As we go to print, we understand that the applicant may
submit a revised application omitting the gate and in-
cluding a pedestrian link.

However, we believe that this site, together with the
neighbouring former ‘Concord Motors’ site, should re-
main for employment/commercial use and are holding
discussions with all parties to see if a ‘Masterplan’ for
this area can be agreed to secure it for the future.

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL’S DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

This document will replace the current District Plan
and allocate sites for housing and employment in our
district.  The second stage of the public consultation
has now commenced and runs until 23 July.

The proposals for our village are:

1) Land at 10 Cambridge Road (former Concord
 Motors site) - a minimum of fourteen residen-
tial dwellings.

2) Land at 14-28 Cambridge Road (former
 Sworder’s auction rooms) - minimum of eleven
 residential dwellings.

3) St Mary’s Primary School site, St John’s Road -
 35 residential retirement dwellings.

4) Land at Alsa Street (adjacent to Sworder’s new
 auction rooms) - extension of and/or support-
ing and related businesses to the adjacent auc-
tion house.

A public exhibition is to be held in the Day Centre,
Crafton Green, on Thursday 28 June from 10am to
8pm.  We would encourage as many visitors as possi-
ble.  Your comments on the proposals must be submit-
ted to Uttlesford District Council either using their
on-line system or by e-mail or letter.  If you have al-
ready given your e-mail address during the previous
consultation, then you should have log-in details for
the on-line system.  If you want to register now, go to
http://uttlesford-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal.  E-
mails can be sent to planningpolicy@uttlesford.gov.uk
or write to the Planning Policy Team, Uttlesford District
Council, Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden,
Essex  CB11 4ER.

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

4 July  Full Council
18 July  Highways sub-committee
  Finance and General Purposes
25 July  Full Council
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OLD PARISH FIRE PUMP

Our old village fire pump, which used to live in our
gardener’s shed at the top of Chapel Hill, has been stored
for many years by a local landowner and we are very
grateful to the family for taking care of it for us.

The Local History Society is intending to apply for a grant
to refurbish the pump and make a trailer for it so that it
can be displayed at local events. Records are currently
being checked, but it seems that it was purchased in
1914, second hand, by the Parish Council, and used until
1926, but there is a view that it is older than that!

SKATEPARK
Rumours appear to be going around the village that our
skatepark is to close.  This is not true. Some of the
youngsters who use the park on a regular basis were told
- by a person unknown - that the park would be closed as
part of the redevelopment of the Castle TVR site to
provide retail units, health centre and apartments.
Please reassure your youngsters that this is not the case
and the skatepark will remain in situ.

However, we are having issues at the skatepark  which
must not be allowed to continue.  There has recently
been growing evidence of fires being lit, not actually on
the equipment, but on the tarmac and concrete
surrounds.  People are also entering the Uttlesford
storage area behind the skatepark and bringing items into
the park to use as additional equipment.  There has also
been evidence of possible camping on the skatepark.
Please can we ask you, if you have users of the skatepark
in your family, to remind them that such behaviour is not
acceptable and clearly dangerous.  The Police are aware
and, with the summer holidays looming, they will be
stepping up their visits to the skatepark.

 CONTACT DETAILS

Clerk - Ruth Clifford  Admin Assistant - Anne Court
Email:  parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214  10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Margaret Ambrose 814675
   maggielincoln@aol.com
Maureen Caton  813914
   m.caton@hotmail.co.uk
Nigel Collingwood 813428
   njcollingwood@hotmail.co.uk
Catherine Dean  813579
(vice-Chairman)    Catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
Samantha Dunn  810859
   samanthadunn@talktalk.net
Jo Freeman  812524
   jofreeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott  814440
John Hudson  814489
   john@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones  813252
   peter@lowerstreet.com
Denise Oliver  814335
   denise@olivers.uk.com.
Frances Richards  812748
   frannie.richards@gmail.com
John Salmon  814789
   sam@salmonfamily.me.uk
John Savopoulos  817687
   johnsav8@gmail.com
Geoffrey Sell  815925
(Chairman)   sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
Valerie Trundle  813433
   prtvrt@btinternet.com

Uttlesford District Council Members
Alan Dean  813579
   cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Iris Evans  815848
    iris.evans9@googlemail.com
John Salmon  814789
    cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Joe Rich   813112
   cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding   813103
   cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel:  0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

Police
PC Tom Bastendorff Tel: 01279  812211
Non-emergency No. 101  OR  0300 333 4444
PCSO (Stuart Stranger)   Tel: 07989 174801

Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Pilots (age 5-18)  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Rainbow Pre-School Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
   Tel: 01279 814242
   Mobile: 07966 506997
           Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@tiscali.co.uk

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
(age 10½ -14)  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
Children’s Centre

Stansted Family Café Ros  Page Tel: 810813
   Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Tennis Club  Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
   Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Christine
   Chair Tel: 817587

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                               President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 01371 873156/
   07920 466 923

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation to
be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beaver Scouts  David South
(age 6-8)  Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts  Roger Musgrove
(age 8-10½)  Tel: 816172

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Marion and Tom Johnson
   Tel: 812284

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

NCT     Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel
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Fabrications
is the local company for all soft furnishings,

made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuring service call

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call

Kate Harrison
CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,

CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

EST. 1969
CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CUR-

TAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN
BLINDS

FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019

E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family Run Business

 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Patio Doors
 Windows & Double Glazing

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repaired or replaced:

01279 657769
printing@copyzone.co.uk  - www.copyzone.co.uk

Unit 3, Southmill Trading Centre, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 3DY

Design, Printing, Copying, Plan Printing,
Digital Printing and Archiving

Pay as you go virtual PA/Admin services
for small businesses and the self employed.

All secretarial and administrative tasks undertaken.

Call 01279 720856 or email nancy@lolajonesea.com

www.lolajonesea.com

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Painting & Decorating

Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSON
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CHILDREN’S RECIPE OF THE
MONTH

Enjoy some British strawberries this summer in this easy and
delicious cheesecake.
Strawberry Cheesecake
Ingredients
125g digestive biscuits
50g butter melted
400g soft cheese
240ml double cream
Seeds of vanilla pod/few drops extract
75g icing sugar
100g strawberries plus extra for decoration
Method
Put biscuits in a plastic bag and crush to crumbs using a
rolling pin.
Tip into a bowl
Add melted butter, mix thoroughly and then press into a
20cm spring-form tin.
Chill for one hour in fridge to set.
Whip cream lightly.
In another bowl mix soft cheese, icing sugar and vanilla.
Fold in the whipped cream.
Chop strawberries and stir in.
Pour mixture onto chilled base and smooth with spatula.
Chill until set and decorate with strawberries.
For details of cookery classes and parties for 2-11year olds
contact Jane Chate, Kiddy Cook Tel: 07796 270068, email:
Stansted@kiddycook.co.uk www.kiddycook.co.uk.

We hope you all enjoyed our decorated wheelchair which we
put in St John’s Church for the Flower Festival. Some of the
flowers were made out of paper by our members.  They
always enjoy joining in activities which involve handiwork
seen by others. If you have never visited Bridge End Gardens
in Saffron Walden, then you have missed a treat! Mark, head
gardener, is the brother of one of our members, and the Club
has always been given a warm welcome when we visit, the
next time being on 13th June.  Our members love getting lost
in the maze.  Why not visit there yourself?  You will thor-
oughly enjoy the peaceful atmosphere as well as admiring
the many plants.

Marion Johnson
Tel: 812284

THE RECESSION AND OUR PETS

I am occasionally asked if we are feeling the effects of the
recession, and like other businesses we have had to cut costs
and generally become more efficient. However, I was read-
ing an article in one of our veterinary journals the other day
that got me thinking more about the effects of the recession
on animals themselves. Recent estimates suggest that there
are ten million cats and ten million dogs owned as pets in the
UK today, but there are no statistics about abandoned ani-
mals. To create a database for the future, a group of vets did
a survey of UK rescue centres in 2009. In that year alone
260,000 animals passed through the UK’s 1500 pet rescue
centres, but more worryingly,  66% of organisations caring
for cats and 47% of organisations caring for dogs were full to
capacity for the entire year, so it is likely that the actual num-
bers of cats and dogs needing assistance far exceeds these
estimated figures. In addition I would imagine that the situa-
tion has worsened rather than improved in the intervening
two and a half years. 5% of cats and 8% of dogs in rescue
centres were euthanased in 2009.

The survey states that the main reasons that animals were
taken to rescue centres included financial difficulties, hous-
ing change, behaviour problems and breeding for financial
gain. The commonest behaviour problems were aggression in
dogs and ‘elimination disorders’ (weeing and pooing in the
house to you and me) for cats. The article suggested that
understanding what is normal cat and dog behaviour and how
this can fit in with our modern lifestyles appears to be lack-
ing in the public eye and public education should become a
priority to help reduce the relinquishment of pets to rescue
centres. All vets place animal welfare as a priority and edu-
cating clients is an important way to ensure that pets are
cared for properly. You are always welcome to telephone us
and speak to a vet or nurse for advice about a problem and
we would much prefer that you seek advice sooner rather
than wait until you have reached the limit of what you can
cope with.

The survey concludes that we are a pet loving nation in the
grip of a recession and we mustn’t lose sight of the increase
in the abandonment of pets and the rising crisis in the UK
rescue centres. It also praises the dedication and hard work
carried out by volunteers and staff at the centres. The veteri-
nary profession is ideally placed to help with public educa-
tion and should be one of the first places a pet owner can
seek advice, so please, talk to us, we’re there.

Ilse Pedler

RED CROSS WEEK 6th-12th MAY

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent collections
in the village.  The marvellous total of £1136.00 was raised.
A special thank you to all the collectors who gave their time
so generously for the Red Cross.

Christine Stiles
Tel: 813172

HuwJohnson
Club

HuwJohnson
Club

CAMMAS HALL FRUIT FARM
Between Hatfield Broad Oak & White Roding CM22 7JT

Open June - October 9 am - 6 pm everyday
EXCEPT Mondays (unless a Bank Holiday)

For more information tel 01279 718777
or see www.chff.co.uk

Pick your own or purchase freshly picked produce

Picnic, BBQ  &  Play Area ~ Refreshments

CAMMAS HALL FRUIT FARM
Between Hatfield Broad Oak & White Roding CM22 7JT

Open June - October 9 am - 6 pm everyday
EXCEPT Mondays (unless a Bank Holiday)

For more information tel 01279 718777
or see www.chff.co.uk

Pick your own or purchase freshly picked produce

Picnic, BBQ  &  Play Area ~ Refreshments
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Come & make yummy recipes, explore new flavours &
learn about food through games & experiments!

Cooking Classes, Workshops &
Parties for Children aged

2 – 11 years

learn about food through games & experiments!
Weekly classes for 2-4yrs olds.
Monthly workshops for school children aged 4-11yrs.

For more information call Jane:  07796 270068
www.kiddycook.co.uk  stansted@kiddycook.co.uk

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

L A N  O N E  C O M P U T E R S
U n i t  2  Rea r  O f
1 6  Camb r id g e  Ro ad
S tan s t ed
Essex  CM2 4  8 BZ
P h o n e  0 1 2 79  8 1 6 1 1 6
Email: info@lanone.co.uk

Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop

www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

ADULT COMMUNITY
LEARNING STANSTED

Courses on offer include:
Alexander technique

  Creative Writing
  Digital Photography

Drawing and Painting
English

 Family History
 Fitness
 Food Safety Awareness
 Holistic Relaxation

Please ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning

On-line enrolment now available

 New at the Peter Kirk Centre
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July is the month when we invite all existing members to
renew, and all potential new members, who we are always
delighted to welcome, to join music@stansted.  Next sea-
son's programme starts on Saturday 13th October at 7.30pm
when cellist, Jonathan Dormand, and pianist, Marisa Gupta
will be giving a recital in St John's.  On Sunday 2nd
December at 3.00pm we welcome back guitarist, Gary Ryan
who held a packed church spellbound when he came to
Stansted in 2003. On Sunday 27th January at 3.00pm inter-
national concert pianist Chenyin Li will be giving a recital.
The final concert of the season on Saturday 23rd March at
7.30pm will feature Kimon Parry, whose repertoire includes
some of the most beautiful music for the clarinet, and pian-
ist, Antony Ingham.  Please put all these dates in your diaries
now!

music@stansted continues to thrive, not just because of the
quality of its concerts, but because of the support that you
give. The more memberships we have, the better we can plan
exciting, high quality programmes. The big attraction of
joining for the season is a discount equivalent to at least a
third off the 'door' ticket price of £12. You can do even bet-
ter by taking advantage of our early payment deal and join-
ing or renewing before 31st July. We are holding our prices
at the 2009 level for yet another year:  Individual £32, con-
cession (over 60s and university and college students) £30 -
if paid before 31st July, £30 and £28 respectively. To join or
re-join, please send a cheque payable to Music at Stansted,
together with a note of your name(s), address, telephone
number, and email address (this really helps us to keep you
informed throughout the season) to: The Membership Secre-
tary, c/o 25 Chantry Road, Bishop's Stortford CM23 2SD.
Check out our website: www.musicatstansted.com for gen-
eral information, or if you have a specific enquiry please
email us: info@musicatstansted.com.

Alan Corbishley
Tel: 816318

Preparations are being made for our Summer Holiday Club.
This has been our most popular innovation for a long time.
Last year we provided an outing on every Wednesday that
the children are not at school. These outings benefited the
whole family and the parents have asked for more. This
summer we plan to offer two outings in every week of the
long holiday.  The half-term trip to Whipsnade worked well;
there are lots of indoor activities which was just as well
since it rained the whole day. The importance of our minibus
was brought home to us last month when it spent a week in
the garage for repairs. We use the bus to take the children
swimming, to Tumble Tots and other short outings.  At the
weekend we take older members to the seaside and to events
like county shows (it was very wet at the Hertfordshire
Show) and to collect members for the evening clubs. The
unexpected bill for £1,700 reminds us that we can never let
up on fund raising.

David Scott
Tel: 656085

Email: davidscott47@hotmail.com

MANUDEN SINGERS

Royal approval for Jubilee Concert
Following their highly successful Jubilee Promenade Con-
cert in April, the Manuden Singers were proud to have
received a message from Windsor Castle. The Queen had
been made aware of the event by a delighted member of the
audience who wrote to a friend at Court of the occasion. She
spoke of the packed Manuden Church and the exuberant
mood of the audience. The letter from Windsor Castle
relayed that her Majesty was pleased to see the programme
of the concert and touched to learn of the wonderful per-
formance given by the singers and players and the loyal and
enthusiastic response of the audience. Her Majesty thanked
the singers for this expression of loyal tribute to her 60 year
reign from a small community such as ours. On a financial
note the local branch of ‘Victim Support’ benefited from a
donation in the region of £2,000. One of the singers works as
a volunteer for the organisation and made everyone aware of
the excellent work being carried out in our area

The 12th Village Glyndebourne, directed by Ian Priest, takes
place on Sunday 22nd July. The light-hearted programme
will include opera choruses, spirituals and extracts from the
1950s show ‘Salad Days’.  Bring your picnics and cham-
pagne and enjoy more Jubilee festivities. The Concert takes
place in the gardens of Wilford House, 70 The Street,
Manuden.  Gates open at 6.00pm, performance at 6.30pm.
Tickets £10 adults, £5 children from Fiona Bengtsen on
812157, or at the gate. In the event of inclement weather the
concert will take place in St Mary’s Church (picnics are per-
mitted); all proceeds will be donated to local charities.

Teresa Priest

UTTLESFORDE ORCHESTRA
www.uttlesforde.net

The orchestra’s summer concert at 7.30pm on 30th June in
Saffron Walden Town Hall is to feature 14 year old Stephen
Smithers in a performance of Shostakovich’s Second Piano
Concerto, a lively and challenging work which the composer
wrote in 1956 for his 19 year old son, Maxim. The concert
also includes Brahms’ mighty First Symphony and
Mendelssohn’s Overture 'Ruy Blas'. Tickets £10 adults, £8
concessions, children £3 from Saffron Walden Tourist Infor-
mation Centre tel 01799 524002 or on the door.

Teresa Priest

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance



Chris Campbell
Photography

A new photography service, based in Stansted, Essex. A fully mobile solution providing a first class

service in the comfort of your own home or on location.

Please visit the website for further details on the full range of services available

mob: 07590398013

email: chriscampbellphotos@yahoo.com

• Individual Portraits

• Family Portraits

• Model Portfolio Shots

• Events

• Corporate / Business Promotion

• Performers Headshots

www.chriscampbellphotos.co.uk
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    HATFIELD FOREST

We have gone Jubilee crazy at the Forest over the weekend,
in true British style; all of our visitors enjoyed ‘reigny’ days
at the Forest and made the best of the extended bank holiday
weekend. Throughout the Jubilee weekend we had the
Doodle Oak Morris Dancers at Bells and Beer on Sunday
and people have walked our Right Royal Route which is
available from the shop and bike hire unit (also available
after June). We have also had quizzes and events all through
the half term week including Woodland Folk Wednesday
with the elves and fairies. Unfortunately Dog Fun Day was
cancelled due to bad weather and high winds; I apologise for
this but it was not a decision I made lightly, I will be
re-scheduling so watch this space.

Please look out for the boats that are arriving on the lake
throughout July, and thank you for all your support of our
brand new bike hire venture. When you visit the bike hire
unit, take a look in the left-hand container - we have turned it
into a secondhand book shop. We are still accepting book
donations ahead of the annual book sale 21st-29th July.
Work to the boardwalk non-slip surface is continuing
through Gravel Pit Coppice/Elgin Coppice and this year we
are selling raffle tickets to fundraise for the vital works to our
most popular walkway. Please catch up with staff and volun-
teers in the lake area to buy raffle tickets: for every £1 ticket
we sell we get £2 back from the National Trust.

When you visit the Forest don’t forget about our shop. We
have cosy picnic rugs and blankets - doubling up as snuggly
car rugs; large umbrellas, for sun as well as rain shelter;
identification guides and books to stop the family arguing
over what it really was that you spotted together;  20% off
the delightful pink and blue chinoiserie range of birds and
butterflies; superb presents and gifts - for yourself and
others;  fresh duck and goose eggs from Wimpole Hall Home
Farm as well as local - Hatfield Broad Oak - honey
(purported to be good for allergies); magnetic jewellery -
very reasonably priced - is catching the imagination, along
with a gift selection of mustards exclusive to the National
Trust, from      Colmans of Norwich.  Why not call in and see
for yourself?  Most major credit cards are accepted. Thank
you for your support and we look forward to seeing you.

Hannah Morrice
Visitor Experience Team Leader

Tel: 870678

HARGRAVE HOUSE SUMMER FETE

Hargrave House are holding their summer fete on Saturday
18th August, and we are hoping the weather will be as good
as the last three years. Everyone is welcome; we raised
£1,419 last year and would like to try to raise around the
same amount this year, so please come and support our fete.
If you have any gifts or bric-à-brac needing a new home, we
would be pleased to have them for our tombola and raffle
stalls. Look forward to seeing you all.  For more information
please contact me:

Stella Papworth
Activities Co-ordinator

Tel: 817272

Stansted Junior CC offers coaching on Friday evenings at
Hargrave Park - softball for U10s from 4.30pm and hardball
for U12s and U15s from 6.30pm. Both of these sessions are
open to both boys and girls and we pride ourselves on coach-
ing children of all standards in a safe and friendly environ-
ment. The Club is fully Clubmark accredited by Essex
County Cricket Board. As part of our community plan, we
provide coaching to nine local primary schools in neighbour-
ing villages (which involves over 420 children and amounts
to 2,500 pupil hours) under the ‘Chance To Shine’ pro-
gramme. This culminated on 30th May with each of the
schools entering the Kwik Cricket Festival, most of which
was hosted by SCC. On a rare sunny day, over 120 children
took part, showing off their learnt skills. Some super games
took place and the final was a fine exhibition of cricket at its
best, with Manuden just pipping Elsenham. In addition, SCC
provides facilities to help our local secondary schools.

The external work on the pavilion extension is virtually com-
plete and we hope to finish fitting the kitchen and WCs by
the end of June. After six rounds of matches the 1st XI are
6th in Division 1 with two wins from five games with one
match in hand (as there are only nine teams in Division 1 this
season). The 2nd XI are 5th in Division 5, having won their
last two matches. The Sunday XI is undefeated so far with
one win, two draws and several cancellations. In the Cup,
Stansted beat Birchanger by one run, defending 172 in a very
tight finish.

Individual performances of note have come from
M  Burgoine (115), J Monk (108, 54), C Kirby (92 no, 57),
F Kirby (89, 80, 65),  M Chambers (70 no),  B Sammons (58
no), P Devoti (54 no) and H Kirby (50).

The home fixtures for July are:
Sat 7 1330 HECL Div 1 1st XI v Farnham I
Sun 8 1430 Friendly  Sun XI v Birchanger
Sat 14 1330 HECL Div 5 2nd XI v Theydon Bois II
Sun 15  1430  Friendly  Sun XI v Ashdon
Sat 21 1330   HECL Div 1  1st XI v Nazeing Common I
Sun 22 1130 Friendly  Sun XI v President’s XI
Sat 28 1330 HECL Div 5  2nd XI v Nazeing Common II
Sun 29 1430   Friendly  Sun XI v Stocking Pelham

The Club would like to invite anyone interested in scoring on
a regular basis to contact me. Adults wishing to join the club
should contact me; juniors should contact Head Coach Keith
Ayres on 814471.

David Hedge
Hon. Secretary/Stansted Cricket Club

Tel: 812509

Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club
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dinners in Stansted being cooked.  (The gasometer was
demolished many years ago and the site is now fenced off.)
Sunnyside has had street parties in the past.  One of the first
was for the children at the Queen’s Silver Jubilee.  Due to the
wet weather, plans had to be changed and the street party
became a garage party – nothing changes!

The houses have changed hands many times and over the
years ‘infill’ properties have been added.  Of the original resi-
dents of the ‘New Houses’, just myself and two other families
remain, content to stay where we have lived happily for so
long.

Margaret Meadows

Bristow Junior Doubles Tournament
Sunday 15th July 12.45pm
Hospital Cup Tournament
The competition is now underway and all players are
reminded to arrange their matches as soon as possible.
Club Tournament 2012
The draws are now up on the Clubhouse notice board and
players are reminded to get matches arranged and played be-
fore the holiday season is upon us.

Coaching
For information about coaching please contact Chris Hollis
on 319155 or Martyn Taplin (Monday night adults) on
816386.  Chris currently has vacancies for the following
groups: 11-15 year old girls (Mondays), 11-15 year old boys
(Tuesdays) and 14-17 year old girls (Fridays).

Used tennis balls
£1 per tube of four from Jan Hollis on 812073.

Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm
Friday from 9.30am. Sunday from 10.00am

Contacts
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574, Antony Dynamou (Membership Secre-
tary) 813121. Website: www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk.

Chris Hollis

OUR ROAD

The first houses built in Sunnyside were the red brick ter-
raced ones on the topside of the road, by local builders,
Robinsons, in 1900-1902.  Quite a few of the residents were
their employees, and Bart Robinson remembers collecting
the weekly rents of 5s 4d as a teenager.  You can just see the
old forge, now the Mini Market, at the end of the road in the
picture below, which was taken about 1910, and reproduced
courtesy of Paul Embleton.

The field opposite the original cottages was used by the
builders to store large logs, and became a playground for the
local children, simply known as ‘The Logs’ - no health and
safety in those days!  Travelling fairs also used the field, and
during the war it was a coal depot. In 1958–1959 semis were
built on the field and became known as the ‘New Houses’ in
Sunnyside.  Mostly young families, in contrast to the resi-
dents of the terraced cottages opposite, occupied these.

One of the older residents, Mrs Goodey celebrated her 100th
birthday in the late 1960s, not such a common occurrence in
those days.  She asked if the children would visit and sing to
her.  I will never forget the sight of Mrs Goodey sitting up
grandly in her bed in the front room, surrounded by young
children singing ‘Happy Birthday’.

The large gasometer in Water Lane used to overlook the
houses at the end of the road.  You could tell when it was
Sunday as the level was much lower with all the Sunday

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club
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MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

Our June speaker was Mrs Sandra Barker, a Yeoman Mem-
ber of The Worshipful Company of Basketmakers.  Show-
ing her first attempt at making a basket she explained how
39 years ago, this small basket (its diameter no bigger than a
teacup) introduced her to one of the oldest crafts in the
world, changed her career path, took her around the world
teaching and demonstrating and finally led her to becoming
a guardian of the wickerwork Gog & Magog figures which
take part in the annual Lord Mayor’s Show in London. Yeo-
man membership was introduced in 1994 for people ‘who
are practical basketmakers involved for a substantial part of
their time earning a living from basketmaking, teaching or
organising the craft’.  Mrs Barker explained that among the
primitive crafts, basketmaking is one of the oldest known -
often called the ‘mother of pottery’, as pieces of Neolithic
Age pottery show that the clay had been moulded around a
basket structure.  A series of slides showed how over the
centuries weaving skills have been used in wattle houses,
boats (from coracles to the Kon Tiki), in various shaped
baskets used for fishing, hunting, farming and cooking/
storage to fencing and riverbank protection.  Many natural
materials can be used for weaving, such as dogwood,
bramble, seagrass and hemp - but the most popular in this
country is willow.  The method of cultivating willow trees,
the art of coppicing and the various processes the cut
withies undergo before weaving were explained. Members
were shown how to build a garden obelisk using willow and
were then given the opportunity to have a go.  Many of the
words used in basketmaking are Anglo Saxon  - spoke,
wale, slath, butt - so when you see Butt Lane it is where
willow was cultivated (butt is the thick end of the withy).
Keeping in the Jubilee spirit - do you know what’s under a
guardsman’s busby ?… a finely woven basket to keep the
shape and not be too heavy!!!

Next Meeting
Wednesday 4th July in the Day Centre  -  Mr John Taylor
on ‘Bumblebees and your garden’. Members' competition:
three stems of roses (any variety, any colour). Doors open
7.30pm for 8.00pm start.  Visitors are very welcome, entry
£2.50.  Refreshments are served before the meeting.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

Tel: 07919 478144

CYRIL’S GARDENING TIPS
To keep your flowers blooming longer, remember to cut off
the old flowers as they die. This not only applies to bedding
plants but also to perennials such as lupins, delphiniums,

foxgloves etc; and don’t forget your roses.
Encourage more flowers to bloom by giving
an occasional feed of high potash fertiliser -
for this I use tomato feed. Another job to
keep up with, as your flowering shrubs finish
blooming, is to carry out any pruning that you
need to do to maintain their shape and size.

Cyril Stoneham

The recent exceptional rain has produced an unusual amount
of plant growth which should provide plentiful sustenance for
the micro fauna on which we all depend. One notable benefi-
ciary has been red campion which has grown and flowered
prolifically for weeks.  On the adverse side, however, the cold
May weather delayed the arrival of pollinating insects to the
detriment of the fruit tree crop.  These are just examples from
Nature's compendium of swings and roundabouts. It is quite
remarkable how our bird population is so territorial.  In my
garden, sparrows have not been seen for many years;  nearby
they are present in smaller but still noticeable numbers.  Like-
wise goldfinches are sensitive to variations in seed quantities
so that they provide a feast or famine presence, apparently
regardless of known seed preferences.  Jackdaws are occa-
sional visitors to Recreation Ground, but some almost neigh-
bouring lawns seldom if ever see them.   There must be
reasons but they may not be obvious to us.

Sadly, our trees are facing unprecedented threats, so far not
critical in the Stansted area.  Japanese larch, an important tim-
ber tree in the western counties, has been decimated by a fun-
gal pathogen.  Another related fungus is attacking cypress
trees in apparently random locations. Most importantly our
oak trees are falling prey to acute oak decline (bacterial),
chronic oak decline (causes indeterminate) and in west
London and spreading, oak processionary moth.  Individually
we can do little to prevent them but we should be observant
and aware.  These are all new to us and may be the result of
climate change or infections carried or brought in from main-
land Europe.  There is little an individual can do but do not be
deterred from planting trees.  Change is always with us.

Derek Honour

OVERHANGS
With the spurt of growth we have had lately, in some places
trees and shrubs are beginning to overhang pavements, caus-
ing difficulties for pedestrians.  Please check outside your
property and trim back if necessary.  Thanks.

Peggy Honour

STANSTED IN BLOOM -
THE BIG BUZZ!
If it wasn't for bumblebees and other pollinating insects, many
of the foods that we eat would not exist. Also, like a lot of
other creatures, bees are in decline. So, not only should we be
helping to conserve bees and pollinating insects in order to
protect the diversity of wildlife we have, but also because
they do the most amazing job in helping put food on our
plates! We can all play a small part in helping our pollinating
insects, by simply planting nectar plants throughout the year,
so that they can feed and thrive. It won't cost much - just a
packet of wild flower seeds, or just try to plant as many sim-
ple, single headed flowers, so that bees can access them. So,
create a Big Buzz and help our bees and other pollinating
insects! Visit www.sarahraven.com/how-to/wildlife-and-
wildflowers/3/creating-insect-haven.

Nina Fox



J R JOHNSTON C&G RFS
Qualified Tree Surgeon

Trees/Shrubs supplied & planted
Contract Maintenance

Fully Insured

Tel 01920 821595

Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming
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If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

For more details call us now on:
01371 875810

Email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com
The Old Police Station,

45 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 1DQ
Registered Charity No. 246329

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.

We offer help, support and advice

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 817810
07916 075451

HPC Registered
State Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service...
 ...at a competitive price

Nail and Beauty Studio

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

 your first treatment with this advert10%off

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Reflexology and
Maternity Reflexology

Stress and tension, back pain, sleep problems, migraine,
digestive disorders, hormonal imbalances, fertility and
pregnancy discomforts can all benefit from reflexology.

Enjoy a relaxing treatment while maximising your well-being

Contact me for information, appointments and gift vouchers
or  07740 948910

Certified Practitioner trained at the Institute of HypnoBirthing® Pra ctitioners in 2007

The birth of your baby should be the most amazing
experience of your life, but for many women, it is
one of pain, lack of control and disappointment.

HypnoBirthing® can change this.

®

Call for prices
and appointments
in Stansted
01279 647177
07977 847489

Non  Peroxide Teeth whitening
Semi-permanent Eyelash
Extensions & Maintenance
Eyelash Tinting
Eyebrow Tinting
CND Shellac Nails
Minx Nails
Waxing

SOUTH EAST MAN WITH A VAN
Contact Darren for a quote on 07722 232606

Email: quote@semwav.com  Website: www. semwav.com

Friendly & Reliable ~ Clean Van ~ Small Office Removal
Rubbish Removal ~ Will load/unload ~ Store Pickups ~ Fully Insured
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St Mary's CE Foundation
Primary School

Learning together we care, share and prepare

Our new school building is progressing very well and it is
now much easier to envisage the finished article.  At school
we are now at the stage of looking at the room plans and
deciding where we will fit in all our furniture, and (even
more fun) deciding what new equipment we will order.  Our
PTFA are working hard to save and raise funds to help us
purchase new play equipment - the children had very clear
advice for us on what they would like to have in their new
playgrounds!   We also have begun planning the actual move
in detail, starting with having a good clear out of junk!

It has been a successful few months for sport at St Mary’s.
The netball team were runners-up in the Sports Partnership
Tournament, and the girls’ cricket team won their event and
brought home a shield for the trophy cabinet!  We are now
well into the rounders season and preparing for matches.  We
are also looking forward to our Olympic Sports Day at the
end of June, which will mark the start of Olympic Week -
five days of Olympic and sports related activities for all the
classes.

London and the River Thames have been a theme for work in
Key Stage 2 this term.  Our Year 5/6 class took a trip to
London by train, where they spent the day on the London
Eye and at the 4D experience.  This was a super trip – every-
one enjoyed it and nobody succumbed to being scared of
heights!

We rounded off the half term in style with our Jubilee After-
noon Tea for pupils and families.  Dress was Red, White and
Blue, and after tea and cakes we ended with a patriotic sing
song and the children took home a commemorative medal –
a gift from the PTFA.

The whole school have enjoyed a project linking Art and
Mathematics, investigating the Fibonacci sequence in the
natural world.  It has been a fascinating study and the work
that has resulted is very impressive.  We also enjoyed creat-
ing artwork for the '60 Glorious Years' Flower Festival
which was on display in St John’s Church over the Jubilee
weekend.

If you are new to the area and would like to have a look at
our school, please give us a ring on 812212 to arrange a visit.
You can also visit our website www.stmarysschool-
stansted.ik.org.

Christine Tonkins
Head Teacher

MOUNTFITCHET ROMEERA
LEISURE CENTRE

mountfitchet.romeera@harpersfitness.co.uk

The Pink Pamper Party on 25th May raised just over £500.
During the evening we had many therapists offering bespoke
treatments including spray tans, massage, nail care and
reflexology working alongside stall holders showing beauti-
ful jewellery by Hot Butterfly, and glamorous evening
dresses all in aid of Cancer Research UK.  All those attend-
ing on the night were given a bag of treats to take home with
them.  I would like to extend our  thanks to those therapists
and traders who so generously contributed prizes to the raffle
resulting in a variety of tempting prizes  including health and
body treatments from Fancy Fingers, Essential Gem, Jan
Rickwood, Style Me Beautiful and Sole Reflexions and won-
derful flowers from Emily’s Flowers all of Stansted
Mountfitchet.  These were supplemented with personal train-
ing sessions from the staff at Mountfitchet Romeera, prizes
from Sainsbury’s of Harlow, Changing Rooms
(www.changingroomsshop.co.uk), Aesthetic Beauty Consul-
tants of Colchester, Contamac of Saffron Walden,
Clarins.co.uk, Motcombe Green Hair Studio SWIW,
gingerbreadgreetings.co.uk, 1 Traveller at Stansted Airport,
wonderful hair products and a salon treatment from Heads
You Win Hairdressers of Bishops  Stortford, and finally glit-
tering jewellery donated by be-chic@hotmail.co.uk.
We are now turning our attention to organising our ‘Wellness
Week’ in October. If you are interested in being involved in
our week of nutrition, exercise and pampering, please contact
me.

Charmaine Frampton
Tel: 648580

UGLEY FARMER'S MARKET

Saturday 21st July

10.00am-12 noon

Ugley Village Hall

meat, poultry, eggs, honey, cheese, bread,
home baking, preserves,

crafts, cards, ceramics, plants

Refreshments with homemade cake and bacon rolls
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons

For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

www.drobinson.co.uk

24 hour Family Careline

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping

(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

(01799) 523314

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tee Financial is excellently placed
to provide comprehensive
professional advice on all personal
financial planning matters,

specialising in retirement planning, trust and
portfolio management, care fees and equity release.

Tee Financial plc is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

For All Your Personal
Financial Planning Needs

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teefinancial.com

Rutland House, 47 Dane Street, Bishops Stortford,
Hertfordshire, CM23 3BT

         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672
www.teefinancial.com

Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Experienced Friendly Staff

‘A happy place to learn’

‘The children engage in a good
range of purposeful learning and

play activities'  (OFSTED)

For further information
please call 01279 814242

Peter Kirk Centre
St John’s Road

Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

Registered and Insured
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ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

www.stortvalleyrotary.com

Last month again saw a packed schedule of events including
three extremely high profile speakers giving us insights into
major issues of the day that might otherwise have proved dif-
ficult to gain.  Ian Vance, a Fellow of the Royal Academy of
Engineers and an advisor to the UK Government, but most
importantly credited with inventing the first radio on a chip
(the enabling technology for mobile phones), said that we are
just at the beginning of things and went on to describe how
technology would provide aids to all our needs through
implants or clip-on monitoring and control devices – a bit
scary for some!  Lord Bryan Davie of Oldham treated us to
an informal and humorous, as well as magisterial, summary
of the issues involved in one of the most controversial bills
announced in the recent Queen’s Speech.  The following day
he was winding up the debate on the Queen’s Speech for the
Opposition so we felt that we had enjoyed a ringside seat.

Our month was capped however by a visit from high ranking
representatives from the London Embassy of the People’s
Republic of China.  Mr He Rulong (Counsellor) is Head of
Press and Public Affairs and graduated from Xiamen Univer-
sity in 1995 with a BA in English.  He has travelled to more
than 70 countries to represent the Chinese government, spent
a year studying in the US and has executive experience as
Deputy Mayor of a city with a population of three quarters of
a million people.  Both Mr He and his colleague Miss
Xiaodan Gong, with their impressive command of the
English language, quickly established a positive and friendly
rapport with those attending the meeting.  What impressed
most, however, was the openness with which they shared
with us the challenging problems China acknowledges going
forward into the future and the efforts directed to solving
them.  Many left the meeting feeling that, if these young
people are representative of those who will be guiding China
through the coming years, we may have grounds for opti-
mism for the future of our world.

Rotary provides the opportunity to enjoy convivial activity
whilst supporting a range of good causes and anyone wishing
to be involved with our new look Club please contact me or
visit our website www.stortvalleyrotary.com. We meet
Tuesday evenings at the Lemon Tree Restaurant, Water
Lane, Bishop’s Stortford.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Every day in the stream of news and commentary there are
connections being made between the problems in society and
the health of our families.  Clearly the most challenging task
we take on is that of raising children - our own or someone
else’s.  Parents and carers need encouragement to keep their
priorities right as they juggle all the responsibilities placed
on them.  They also need correction and inspiration to try
something new or dare to go against the views of friends and
neighbours in bringing up their children as they feel is best
for them.  Learning from others’ success and failures is an
important part of having a family.  Plough Publishing House
is offering a free book, written to give the concerned parent
or carer helpful, simple and time-proven tips for family rear-
ing.  There are chapters in Why Children Matter on founding
a family, teaching respect, character building, the role of
grandparents, teenagers and more. My wife and I have bene-
fited from this publication and would encourage anyone who
is a parent or cares about children to get their free copy at
www.whychildrenmatter.com or telephone 0800 0180799.

Phillip Gneiting
Tel: 812987

www.foresthallparkresidents.org

I hope everyone enjoyed the Diamond Jubilee.  It was good
to see a few street parties around Foresthall Park.  On a
related note, we thought it would be worth investigating the
Diamond Jubilee Fund – in summary, a total of £500k has
been made available to the Parish/Town Councils and local
voluntary/community groups within Uttlesford (from which
grants of between £1k and £10k can be applied for to cover
small scale local projects).  We have made some suggestions
on our website (6th June post) and would encourage resi-
dents to make suggestions too, or comment on those that
have been made – and if there is strong support for any of
these ideas then we can prepare an application.  The closing
date is 16th July so please speak up soon! The north end of
footpath 24 (which runs down the western side of the devel-
opment from Blake Mews/Forest Hall Road to Brook
View/Stoney Common) has been cleared so it is now accessi-
ble again.  A lot of litter and debris had gathered there over
the years and we spent a few hours down there one evening
clearing it up.  Thank you to those people who volunteered to
help. A few months back I mentioned that I would like to get
some social activities organised.  We had a successful family
day on the Recreation Ground playing tag rugby in May, and
as I write we are optimistic about setting up a weekly game
on Thursday evenings over the summer.  A few of us have
started running on Tuesday evenings and I have also sche-
duled a golf afternoon on 15th July at Elsenham GC.  If you
are interested in any of the above then please get in touch or
visit our website for more information.

Stephen Berry
Chairman

Tel: 647652
Email: s.berry@mac.com
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BED & BREAKFASt

All rooms have blackout blinds, beverage trays, toiletries,
LCD Freeview TV/DVD & thermostatically controlled radiators

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email: annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

Comfortable family house in Birchanger

THE SECRET GARDENER
www.thesecretgardener.net

Email: scottyduncan@gmail.com

 GARDEN DESIGN
 CONSTRUCTION

MAINTENANCE

Call Scott on 01279 899005 or 07968 121016
 for a free consultation

References available - fully insured

Friendly service ~  No job too large or smallTel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

Gardening Services & So Much More…

Most Aspects of Garden Work
 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Letter Writing / Proof Reading
Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small, call me today.
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping
undertaken including fencing, paving,
turfing, pruning & hedge cutting
Nigel Brown
07917 611945
01279 507255

        RHS Qualified
Registered waste carrier

FAMILY NEWS
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

We deliver 7 days a week
Please call us for more information on
OPEN: Mon - Sat 5am - 5.30pm; Sun 5am - 1.30pm

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional serv-
ice. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and hedge
care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

PAR Bookkeeping Services
NEED HELP WITH PAPERWORK?

A local, friendly and professional service to help with all
your accounting needs.
VAT Returns, Payroll Bureau
Financial Accounts.

For further information please call 07907 115765 or Email:
info@parbookkeeping.com

www.parbookkeeping.com
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MMCC Champion Speaks Out
Sophie Banks, Year 10 student stormed to victory at the Jack
Petchey Speak Out Regional Final held on 24th May at The
Honywood School in Coggeshall, with her inspirational and
thought-provoking speech ‘A Story About A Girl’.  Sophie
competed against students from schools across the North
West Essex Region to win the prestigious prize.

The students were judged on the content, structure and deliv-
ery of their individual speeches and Sophie was delighted to
be told she had excelled in all three areas.  Sophie, along
with fellow student, Sam James, had been chosen to repre-
sent the College at the Regional Final following a demanding
selection process which involved a Jack Petchey Speak Out
workshop, sponsored by the Jack Petchey Foundation and
the Speakers’ Trust; performing the speeches to their peers;
taking part in script writing workshops and culminated in
performing the speeches to the whole College assembly to be
judged by students and staff.

The Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge is the world’s largest
youth speaking event and has now become a popular event
on the College calendar with this year’s students being led by
Fiona Whytehead, former actress and presenter, from the
Jack Petchey Speakersbank.  The aim of the day is to give
students the skills to speak confidently and purposefully on a
number of topics.  This year’s speeches ranged from how
excruciatingly difficult it is to choose the right chocolate bar
to the importance of supporting the British military.  Fiona
trains young people all over the South East and praised our
students for being confident, articulate and entertaining - she
was particularly impressed to see how supportive the stu-
dents were of each other in what can be quite a daunting task.
Sophie’s speech can be seen here:
www.speakoutchallenge.com/pages/regionalfinals/regionalch
ampions2012.

Victoria Owen
Student and Community Administrator

Tel: 813384

Stansted and the English Civil War - Part 2

With the Royalists being checked at the battles of Edgehill
and Turnham Green and the Royalists still threatening to
march on London, a reorganisation of the parliamentary
armies was needed.  Essex, Cambridge, Hertfordshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk were grouped into The Eastern Associa-
tion, with Huntingdon and Lincolnshire being added later,
and was the most powerful and most organised Association
led by the Earl of Manchester, inspired by Oliver Cromwell.
In 1643 meetings were held throughout Essex with orders
sent to constables to provide men, horses and arms. Unfortu-
nately the returns from Stansted have been lost, but it is pos-
sible that due to Timothy Middleton’s strong commitment to
the Parliamentary cause, the parishioners were more forth-
coming, and we know that he did in fact supply and finance
one man himself (John Milburn) and in 1644 we have direct
evidence of Stansted’s involvement in the war
in the unusual form of a memorandum in the
parish register. Thirty Stansted parishioners,
obviously with Timothy’s encouragement,
subscribed £21 6s 8d to help Timothy’s
brother Thomas, bring North Wales under
control. Timothy was at the heart of the
Parliamentary administration of Essex. In
1642 he was one of the Deputy Lieutenants of
the County, and by 1644 he was Sheriff, being an active
agent in the Puritan-driven sequestrations in the early part of
the war, removing ministers when they failed to live up to
Puritan standards, including Samuel Southern of Manuden
and Thomas Heard of Takeley, both for being common
drunkards.

By 1647 support for Parliament had weakened, people didn’t
like soldiers being quartered in their homes, taxes were high
and the County committees were regarded as  oppressive.
The King escaped Hampton Court signalling his supporters
to rise in England.  The Royalists in Kent, led by Lord
Goring, crossed the Thames into Essex and in June 1648 cap-
tured ten members of the County Committee including
Timothy Middleton, who, under attack from Fairfax, took
refuge in Colchester.  The start of the siege of Colchester
began, which led to the constables being requested to send
men and arms to support the siege; and we can be sure that
men from Stansted were among the 2000 men serving in the
Essex regiment who took part in the effective siege that led
to the starvation of the townspeople and eventual release of
the hostages. Timothy Middleton died in 1655, and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Thomas. Like many others he carefully
distanced himself from his family’s Parliamentary past, and
in 1659 he withdrew from public affairs and waited until it
was clear that the future lay with the Royalists.  He then
began working within the Essex militia committee which,
like its counterparts in other counties, helped to secure the
smooth return of Charles II, and the beginning of the
Restoration.

Stephen Leaney
Tel: 647177

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

 Please support our advertisers
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 Please support our advertisers
       and mention that you saw their advert
       in the ‘Link’.
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HEAR ING HELP
UT T L ESFORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

Stansted
Psychotherapy

10 years of serving our
community

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Resolve unhelpful issues,
feelings & behaviours

Develop your potential

Counselling & Psychotherapy

Life Coaching & Skills Training

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist &

NLPtCA Recognised Supervisor

Get the most out of life

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight & Eating

Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more

Cognitive Behaviour
Therapy

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits

General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~

CJ FITNESS
Personal training available at your

home for all ages and fitness levels
 Fully Qualified Personal Trainer
 One to One Personal Training
 Couple & Small Group Sessions
 Pre / Post Natal Specialist
 Nutrition and Dietary Planning
  Bride to be Fitness Packages
 Qualified First Aider

Call Claire 07740 720 036
Email info@cjfitness.co.uk

personal training and nutrition

For £5 off your first session just
mention where you saw this advert

If you’re looking to lose weight, tone up
or get in shape for a special occasion,
call Claire to arrange a free consultation.

Tel: 01279 813413 or 07745 639554
Email: liz@stylemebeautiful.co.uk
Web: www.stylemebeautiful.co.uk

We are based Foresthall Park
Appointments 7 days a week
Treatments available from £7
Trained by Colour Me Beautiful and

 London School of Beauty and Make-Up

 Colour Analysis
 Style Consultations
 Personal Shopping
 Manicures / Pedicures
 Spray Tanning
 Eyelash Extensions
 Waxing
 Bridal Make-Up
 Pamper Parties

ESSENTIALGEM

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All of your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing, Tinting, Manicures and
Pedicures, Massage, Facials...

 Fully Qualified, Fully Insured

Bare Minerals 100% natural make up
and MD Formulations Skincare

To arrange an appointment
please call 07921 522380

gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk.

Plus distributor of:

Head to Toe in Beauty
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SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

Three and four months ago we were able to see Venus at her
most spectacular and she has continued showing off albeit in
a different manner here in June. You may have heard in the
press of the rare event of the planet Venus crossing the Sun
and you may have seen pictures in the press or on television.
Of course, all the planets are continuously ‘crossing’ the Sun
but Venus, because she is closer to the Sun than us, is the
only planet that can be seen as a black dot slowly moving in
a straight line against the circle of the Sun. And even that is
very rare, although the previous occasion was just eight years
ago. On that day, the sky was cloudless and the view was
around mid-morning which made the whole event perfect.
Inter alia to this, you may be thinking that Mercury is also
closer to the Sun than us. The reason that we can never see
Mercury against the Sun is because it is too small and the
celestial geometry doesn’t allow it anyway.

The black dot in front of the Sun has not just been an enjoy-
able curiosity. The great telescopes in space are now able to
‘see’ planets around stars. They are detected by observing
regular dips in the light from the parent stars. Of course, the
detection is actually caught by equipment which is able to
measure such tiny, tiny changes and these events (of 2004
and 2012) have enabled said astronomers to calibrate consid-
erably more accurately the telescopes in orbit. If you saw the
pictures of a tiny black dot of Venus against the highly fil-
tered dull orange of the Sun you can see that the overall light
of the Sun is hardly diminished by the black full stop on it.
But greater than this, the telescopes can detect atmospheres
around some of these planets so many light years away, and
fairly recently a planet has been found that is about the same
temperature as our dear old planet. That means liquid water
may be available. And that could mean there is life. But let
us end, as we started. It is a fact that we are living longer and
longer, which means that a child born today may live to see
Venus against the Sun in 2117, though perhaps less likely
when it returns in 2125, although it will probably be cloudy
anyway!

Martin West

Court of Appeal agrees to hear another Stansted appeal
The long running saga over the future ownership of Stansted
Airport is set to continue for several more months at least,
following an announcement by the Court of Appeal that it is
prepared to hear another appeal from BAA.  This is despite
the fact that BAA’s last appeal was dismissed on all five
grounds. SSE’s Economics Adviser, Brian Ross, commented:
“Like King Canute, BAA is fighting a battle which it must
know it cannot win”.

Carol Barbone
Campaign Director
Tel: 07775 523091

THE PIGEON OLYMPIADS
I was originally born in Letchworth Garden City and started
my lifelong hobby by building my first pigeon loft and
started racing pigeons whilst I was still at school. After many
years of success I moved to Stotfold and married my wife,
Diana. I again built a new pigeon loft and formed the world
renowned Regency Lofts Racing & Breeding Stud. I became
so successful that many fanciers in the area would not com-
pete against my pigeons, so consequently I had to move
house again.  In 1976 I moved to Bishop’s Stortford where
again I had a pigeon loft in the garden from where I raced my
pigeons, and I also had an extensive breeding loft at another
site so I could continue with my worldwide pigeon selling
business. During my time in Bishop’s Stortford I won many
outstanding accolades in the sport both locally and nationally
and held many top positions in the sport; but then in 1982 I
was selected to act as The Great Britain Pigeon Olympiad
Team Manager for the 1983 and the 1985 Racing Pigeon
Olympiads which were due to be held in Prague and Oporto.
These international events are held every two years in differ-
ent countries and I was selected because of my achievements
in the sport and, as you can see from the photograph, I actu-
ally went on and won 20 Olympiad Gold Medals and two Sil-
ver Olympiad Medals, 22 Olympiad Diplomas plus a total of
22 Royal Racing Pigeon Association Awards. I also won the
following medals, two Silver in Dusseldorf 1973, two Gold
in Budapest 1975, one Gold in Blackpool 1977, two Gold in
Amsterdam 1979,  four Gold in Tokyo 1981, six Gold in
Prague 1983 and finally five Gold in Oporto 1985. I am, of
course, very proud of all my international achievements and
for also having so many of my pigeons selected to represent
The Great Britain Team. I have now lived in Stansted for five
years and am still very actively involved in many aspects of
this sport and  act as a consultant or representative for numer-
ous companies, plus I have also been Great Britain Race
Team Co-ordinator for over 30 international one-loft races
which have taken place literally all over the world.

I hope the above information will give local residents a view
of another side of the Olympics but this time for pigeon rac-
ing. As the Olympic Torch will be coming through Stansted
on Saturday 7th July on its way around the country and the
official opening of the London 2012 Olympic Games are not
far away I would like to close by wishing everybody con-
cerned every success and hope that our National Team walk
away with lots of GOLDS.

Paul Smith
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LINO THOMAS HAIRDRESSERS

The Greens Building

Cambridge Road

Stansted

Essex CM24 8BZ

T: 01279 812910




