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Specialising in Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Are you looking to replace
those draughty old
windows and doors?
Or create more space
by adding a conservatory
or extension to your home?

Talk to a tradesman, not a salesman

Save Energy - Save Money!

call us NOW on 01279 813888
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extra energy efficiency and come to
you with a full 10 year guarantee
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plastics

Fascias & Soffits, Guttering,
UPVC Profiles and Fixings

Unit 7 The Links Industrial Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 5NZ
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EDITORIAL
This time last year we were celebrating the news that the revised planning
application for our long awaited health centre had been approved, and the
optimists among us expected construction to follow in the near future. The pessimists were less excited, and quite rightly so, as in the last 12 months little appears to
have changed; we’re still waiting for the building work to start. There’s hopeful
news on page 20. In the meantime perhaps we should contact the Guinness Book of
Records to register: ‘The Longest Period of Time a Community has Waited for a New
Health Centre to be Built’!! On page 19 Stansted Police are urging us to be vigilant
and security conscious as the burglars continue to target our village. This is particularly relevant during the festive season – burglars don’t stop ‘burglaring’ just
because it’s Christmas!
For those still puzzling over the disappearance of the tree on Bentfield Green mentioned in last month’s editorial the Stansted WI have the explanation on page 39.
Have a happy, peaceful Christmas, and New Year.
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has warned that expensive Christmas presents could damage relationships if
they leave people short of money. He said “The secular over-the-topness, everything you have to have, new clothes you
have to have, new this, new that, new the other, is ridiculous; it shouldn’t happen. It puts pressure on relationships because
when you’re short of money you argue. You get cross with your kids more easily, it spoils life.” The Archbishop said that if
he suggested people stop giving each other gifts at Christmas, no-one would listen. “Giving at Christmas reflects the
generosity of God. So be generous in a way that shows love and affection rather than trying to buy love and affection,” he
added.
It is a familiar ring that “Christmas has become too commercialised”; yet of course many of us are responsible for that huge
surge of spending that does indeed seem to get earlier and earlier each year. Perhaps those thoughts from Archbishop
Welby will strike a chord with some of us as we look towards Christmas and New Year. When I turned my computer on this
morning, pictures of the utter devastation to parts of the Philippines were a stark reminder of what Christmas will mean for
many in that devastated country this year, and for a long time to come. Wouldn’t it be wonderful this Christmas if, instead
of giving each other huge amounts of gifts we diverted some of our own resources, however limited, to our food banks,
disaster appeals and other good causes?
Christmas and the New Year are great times for generosity, celebration, families and friends. They are also a great time to
thank God for all that we have and to remember that God blessed humanity with the richest gift of all, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year. Every blessing for 2014.
David Keeble
Free Church Minister

St Therese of Lisieux (Roman Catholic)
Sunday 15th
Monday 16th
Wednesday 18th
Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

2.00pm Children’s Service
7.30pm Penitential Service
7.30pm Carol Service
No Morning Mass
11.00am-noon Confessions
6.00pm Family Mass
11.30pm Midnight Mass
10.00am Mass

Celebration of Christmas Saturday 21st December
Get right in the Christmas mood and join your fellow
Stanstedians for a Celebration of Christmas! Once again St
John’s church will sparkle with the light of myriads of
candles. The air will be pungent with the smell of mulled
wine, the walls will resound with the sound of the special
choir we form each year, families and children will add to
the joyful sound and you will feel that inward smile as you
reacquaint yourself with your favourite Christmas carol. Put
the date in your diary right now and we look forward to seeing you at 3.00pm on 21st December. Everybody is also welcome to join the choir so please come to the rehearsals at St
John’s on 5th and 19th December at 7.30pm.
There will be a retiring collection for our Christmas charity –
Care Network (Uttlesford).
Alan Wheeler Tel: 813745

St John's (Church of England)
Sunday 1st

9.30am - Christingle

Christmas Eve

3.00pm - Children's Christmas Eve Service
(Come dressed as a character from the
Christmas Story)

Christmas Eve

7.00pm - Blue Christmas (A Quiet Service
for those who don't feel like celebrating
and for anyone who would like to spend
some reflective time)

Christmas Eve

11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day

9.30am - Family Communion for
Christmas Morning

Carol Singing around the Village
Come and join in the fun, especially if it’s snowy! We meet
each evening at 7.30pm, and the singing is followed by
refreshments at around 9.00pm.
Sunday 22nd December meet at St John’s Church and
finish at 45 St John’s Road

Free Church
Sunday 22nd
10.30am Gift Service and Carols
Wednesday 25th 10.30am Christmas Day Family Service

Monday 23rd December meet at entrance to Canon’s
Mead and finish at 7 Blythwood Gardens

Society of Friends
Sunday 22nd

We are always looking for more singers - there is no
rehearsing, just come along. We will be collecting for Care
Network (Uttlesford). Please support us – thank you!

10.30am Meeting

Helen Baker Tel: 814865
Michael Dyer Tel: 814059
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STANSTED FREE CHURCH

Methodist / URC
Chapel Hill
www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk
Minister

Rev’d David Keeble
Tel: 01799 522037
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings

Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
Tel: 815243
Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Preachers for December
1st
10.30am Don McGregor - New Directions
8th
10.30am Rev’d David Keeble - Communion
15th 10.30am Mike Render
22nd 10.30am Janet Bottoms - Gift Service and Carols
25th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble – Christmas Day
29th 10.30am Rev’d Jan Bisschoff

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Priest

Confessions
Saturday

Director of
Music:

Anne Brooks
Email: anne.brooks22@yahoo.co.uk

Church Hall
Bookings:

Susie Ball
Tel or text: 07972 373994
Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am Morning Prayer
There are services of
Holy Communion on
Tuesday
the first Tuesdays and
9.00am St John's Tots
Wednesdays of the
month in Norman
Wednesday
Court, Hargrave House
9.00am Morning Prayer
and Broome End
10.00am Holy Communion
Nursing Homes.

6.00pm
10.00am
8.00am and 8.00pm
9.30am

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm Evening Prayer

10.00am
and by appointment

Baptisms

Rev’d Paul Wilkin
Tel: 812203
Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am Said Holy Communion
9.30am Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Father John Garrett
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel: 814349

Masses Saturday
Sunday
Holy Days of Obligation
Tuesday-Saturday

Rector:

From the Registers

By appointment

October
Baptism
27th

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
Clerk

Meeting

Mrs Susan Moloney
5 Chatter End, Farnham Green
Bishop's Stortford
Tel: 01279 771405

Funerals
17th
23rd

Sunday, 10.30am

Eric Gerald Stanley Gale

John Pope, age 82 - at St Mary's
followed by burial in Stansted Cemetery
Elsie Walker, age 92 - at St Mary's

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

Shalom

Many congratulations to the winners of the October draws:
£100
£ 50
£ 25

Our Christmas Party is on Monday 9th December, when we
invite you to bring and share finger food and a Christmas
reading or poem. Our next At Home is on Monday 27th
January. Both meetings start at 8.00pm and are at 7
Blythwood Gardens. All welcome.
Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

No 160 – Malcolm Binder
No 48 – David Cope
No 161 – Margaret Wells

The draws for December, including the second of the year’s
extra draw for £200 will be held on Sunday 29th December in
St John’s Church following the 9.30am service.
Francine Cope
Tel: 814562
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RETIREMENT OF FATHER JOSEPH WHITE

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH

Due to ill-health, Father Joe will be retiring to Ireland at the
end of November 2013, after 18 years as Parish Priest in
Stansted. Father Joseph White became parish priest of St
Therese’s Stansted on 1st November 1995. The main task
given to him by Bishop Thomas, Bishop of Brentwood, was
to build a new church complex, on land given to the parish
by the Braeckman family. The finance for the project would
result from the selling of the old St Therese’s Church sited
near the Windmill, and St Anthony’s Chapel in Henham; the
complex consisting of a new church, in a barn-like style, and
a new Parish Centre together with a Priest’s House. After
both Parish and Diocesan consultations, the project went
out to contract and was ready for consecration at the beginning of October 2002. However, due to building problems,
this event did not take place until October 2003.

A very successful and enjoyable Coffee Morning was held at
The Crafton Room (Day Centre) on 2nd October. Over 50
people attended for coffee, delicious scones and cakes
served by Stella Rodgers and Carol Clements. Alan and Sally
Argent ran an excellent raffle, Sandra Ayres and her helpers
had a stall with Sandra's wonderful jams, marmalades and
pickles, as well as her beautiful hand-made crafts and some
very attractive clothes. Caroline Wheeler from Galleywood
was selling her delicious Essex Honey and salad dressings,
Kath Warner was selling her numerous, beautiful, patchwork works of art and Ros Francis and myself sold interesting items of all sorts on the Bric-à-Brac Stall. (I have two
books that somebody bought, but left behind.)
The excellent result was almost £260, which will go to the
Churches Conservation Trust who look after so many beautiful Churches, which are of immense historic interest and
value. We would like to thank everybody who helped,
attended and supported the event. St Mary's Church is
open every day 11.00am-3.00pm.
Janet Hollis
Committee Member
December 14th and 15th
St Mary’s Annual ‘Celebration of Angels and
Christmas Trees', 10.00am – 5.00pm, with our joyful
Carols for All on Saturday at 3.30pm. Come early for
a seat. Please stay for mulled wine and all sorts of
Christmas fare on sale after the carols. Entrance is free,
donations welcome.
Sunday 15th December 11.00am
St Clare Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ service, all welcome. A special tree will be in place to donate a candle in memory of a
loved one. Donations to be shared by the Churches Conservation Trust and St Clare.
Wednesday 18th December 11.00am
Forest Hall School carol service.
Audrey Rodgers
Chairman
Tel: 812162

In the meantime, the Parish moved from the old St
Therese’s to the New Parish Centre until the new Church
was ready. Everyone will agree that we now have a very
beautiful church, built in keeping with the lovely countryside
surrounding it. After celebrating 40 years as a priest, the
parishioners of St Therese’s would like to wish Father Joe a
long and happy retirement.
Tony Aldridge

Children! Father Christmas has lost some
presents - can you help him find them? They are
hidden in the pages of Link; see how many you
can spot. Answer on page 39.

TASTECHRISTMAS
TasteChristmas is a fun and contemporary celebration of
Christmas for all ages, including puppets, drama, music, and
more, held immediately after the Family Café on Saturday
14th December at the Day Centre. It is organised by members and friends of Stansted Family Church, and open to
families who attend the café and anyone else who wishes to
join us for this event. Like the café, there is no cost to
attend, but space is limited and will be allocated on a firstcome, first-served basis. May we take this opportunity to
wish a Happy Christmas to everyone who has attended the
Family Café this year!

SSAFA COFFEE MORNING
Held on 10th October at Murdochs Solicitors and Estate
Agents. Balloons were out, kettle on and cakes and biscuits
on display, people were coming in and the event was on!!
Then out went the lights and off went the kettle!! However,
even with the minor problem of no electricity people still
attended and, in true Marie Antoinette fashion - ate cake!
The event was very enjoyable and we did raise in excess of
£55 for the Uttlesford Soldiers, Sailors, Airman & Families
Association (SSAFA), and were very kindly supported by the
Co-op, Dorringtons and Tescos through some generous and tasty - donations.
Peter James

Howard and Ros Page
Tel: 810813
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Christmas Concerts
7.30 pm Sat 7th Dec
3 pm Sun 8th Dec
St John's Church
Tickets £6, under 13s free
from Church Office 815243
Ray 813270 or choir members

CAROL
CONCERT
7.30 pm Fri 13th December
St John’s Church
Admission Free
All welcome
Followed by Refreshments

Stansted Family Café
Saffron Hall Open Day
4
Wed
Mountfitchet Club
Garden Club Party
5
Thu
History Society
7
Sat
Skips
Stansted Family Café
Herts & Soul Concert
7 Sat/8 Sun Christmas Fayre
8
Sun
Herts & Soul Concert
9
Mon
Shalom Party
12 Thu
U3A
WI
13 Fri
Huw Johnson Carols
14 Sat
Stansted Family Café
TasteChristmas
Pilots Christmas Production
14 Sat/15 Sun Celebration of Angels & Trees
15 Sun
Light up a Life Service
Music@stansted
Manuden Singers Concert
19 Thu
Santa’s Workshop
20 Fri
NCT Christmas Party
21 Sat
Celebration of Christmas
22 Sun
Village Carol Singing
23 Mon
Village Carol Singing

Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
County High, S W 12.15 pm
Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
Day Centre 8 pm
Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
St John’s Church 7.30 pm
Lower St Car Park 10 am - 5 pm
St John’s Church 3 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
Day Centre 7.45 pm
St John’s Church 7.30 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
Day Centre 11 - 11.45 am
Free Church 4.30 pm
St Mary’s Church 10 am - 5 pm
St Mary’s Church 11 am
St John’s Church 3 pm
Manuden Church 7.30 pm
Spangles 10 - 11.30 am
St John’s Hall 3 - 5.30 pm
St John’s Church 3 pm
Meet St John’s Church 7.30 pm
Meet Cannon’s Mead 7.30 pm

WI
Skips & Christmas Tree Recycling
Stansted Family Café
Link copy due in today
15 Thu
U3A
19 & 26 Sun Stansted Family Café
26 Sun
Music@stansted
27 Mon
Shalom At Home
31 Fri
Fish and Chip Friday

Day Centre 7.45 pm
Lower St Car Park 9 am – 3 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
before 12 noon
St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
St John’s Church 3 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
Day Centre 12.30 pm

To advertise your February event, please submit details by 11th Jan to
events@stanstedlink.org.uk or telephone 814059

Recycle your
Christmas Tree
and Green Waste

Sat 7th & Sun 8th December
10 am - 5 pm Lower St Car Park
Singers ~ Street Entertainers
Fairground Rides ~ Santa’s Grotto
Steam Engine and Organ
Best Mince Pie Competition
Cookery Demonstrations
Organised by Stansted Parish Council

Friends of St Mary’s
Church

December
1
Sun

January
9
Thu
11 Sat

STANSTED
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Angels & Christmas Tree Festival
10 am - 5 pm
Sat 14th & Sun 15th December
Carols for A ll
3.30 pm Saturday 14th
Mulled wine & other refreshments
Ev ery one Welcome
Entry Free ~ Donations Welcome

3 pm Sun 15th December
Cambridge Chorale
3 pm Sun 26th January
Louise Alder (soprano)
John-Paul Ekins (piano)

Santa’s Workshop
for under 5s
10 - 11.30 am Thur 19th Dec
Creative Christmas Art & Craft
Sticking ~ Painting ~ Messy Play
and a lot more...
No need to book - just turn up

Huw Johnson Club

CAROL
CONCERT

Carols, Music, Readings, and Poetry

Lower Street Car Park
Saturday 11th January
9 am - 3 pm

7.30 pm Fri 13th December
St John’s Church
Admission Free

Followed by mulled wine & shortbread

Green Waste skips then
resume in the Spring

All welcome
Followed by Refreshments

All welcome to this annual
village event celebrating the
birth of the Christ child
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Back to Basics Pilates Class

Pilates

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath
7-8 pm every Friday
9-10 am every Saturday
8-9 pm every Monday

1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment
Group Matwork Classes
- up to 10 per class
Coordination & balance

Longer, leaner muscles

Well-being & confidence

Improved posture & mobility

Rehabilitation after injury

Tony Boardman

At the Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet.
To book one of the limited places available please call
Hazel on: 01279 813371 or 07973 409675 or to find
out more go to www.hazel-williams.co.uk

©

STOTT PILATES Certified Instructor

Mobile:
Studio:
Email:
Web:

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

50% introductory class on Fridays only

Strength without bulk

07964 325783
01279 813254
tonepilates@btinternet.com
www.tonepilates.co.uk

(subject to availability)

Why live with your
aches and pains?

the osteopath

HazelWilliams
Williamsisisone
oneofofthe
thefew
fewpractitioners
practitioners
Hazel
who
whospecialises
specialisesininboth
bothstructural
structuraland
andcranial
cranial
osteopathy
osteopathy to
to treat
treataawide
widerange
rangeof
ofpatients
patientsfrom
from
babiesto
tothe
theelderly,
elderly,from
fromthe
theimmobile
immobile to
to athletes.
athletes.
babies
Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.
She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.
To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371
61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

Email: osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
www.hazel-williams.co.uk
*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

Chiropractic & Physiotherapy Clinic
How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Minor Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

**Saturday morning appointments available**

Immediate Access No GP Referral required

Guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal
manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain types of low back pain www.nice.org.uk/cg88
We are offering an initial consultation with a Chiropractor or Physiotherapist which includes a
thorough physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.
* MRI on referral * Digital X-ray available on site *
* Dexa Scanning for Osteoporosis available *
Stansted Chiropractic & Back Pain Clinic
Members of the British
BUPA and AXA/PPP
Chiropractic Association

01279 815336
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Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.
And Associates
Registered
Doctors of Chiropractic
20 Cambridge
Road
20 Cambridge Road, Stansted CM24 8BZ
Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

STANSTED WAR MEMORIAL
I feel it is an appropriate time to thank, sincerely, all those
very kind and loyal people, who arrange flowers at the War
Memorial, every week, from Easter to Remembrance
Sunday. The numbers who attend the Act of Remembrance
in our beautiful Memorial Gardens increases significantly
each year. Particularly noticeable, is the large number of
children who attend. They are the generation who will carry
forward the vitally important task of remembering the sacrifice made to make their future possible.

December and January are always a busy time here and this
year is no different. In December the children will be performing their nativity play to parents and we will be holding
our annual Christmas party at Play Barn in Sawbridgeworth.
This term the children have learned about shapes, numbers,
letters, feelings and behaviour and how to look after themselves. They have been busy making new friends, which will
be a big help in January when we are expecting several new
starters. Barnaby, our resident bear, has been a popular
addition to nursery life. Recently he’s even had an exciting
trip to Alton Towers! During half term we held a craft morning at Spangles in Stansted where the children all had a
wonderful time, and we were delighted at the amount of
money raised for nursery. This month Birchanger Nursery is
one of the Community Matters charities in Waitrose in
Bishop’s Stortford, so if you’re shopping please do drop a
green token in our box. Our recent open day was a great
success and we plan to hold another in 2014. If you would
be interested in attending please let us know. Birchanger
Nursery caters for children aged 2½ to 5 and we currently
have spaces available. Please call to arrange a visit or see
our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/BirchangerNursery.
The Committee
Tel: 810800
Email: admin@birchangernursery.org

Our Christmas festivities are well under way. The PTFA have
once again organised two fantastic events in the form of our
Christmas shopping afternoon and the Christmas Fair. I
would like to say a big thank you to all the pupils, parents,
carers and wider community who have come and supported
these events to make them so enjoyable and worthwhile.
The money raised always goes a long way and it is crucial in
further enriching the educational experience of our pupils.
To follow these events we have our nursery glitter morning
which will not only see all our younger children enjoying
themselves, but also lots of parental involvement, some fabulous pieces of work produced and a great deal of glittery
mess! The nursery pupils will be joining reception class for
our foundation stage nativity and we also look forward to
the year 1 and 2 classes performing their Christmas production. We will finish the year with the whole school Christmas
dinner and then our carol concert which will be on 19th
December at 2.00pm. All classes will also be entertained by
a visiting theatre company’s production of 'Aladdin' on the
last day of term. I would like to wish everyone a Happy
Christmas from us all at Bentfield. We sincerely hope that
everyone has a peaceful, happy, and not too hectic
Christmas and a thoroughly wonderful new year.

Photograph by Sean Clark

The final, beautiful arrangement of flowers this year was
done by 88 year old Eddie Laird, assisted by his daughter
Lesley. Eddie served in the Royal Navy, stationed in Ceylon,
now Sri Lanka. Next year, will be a particularly poignant year
to remember, as 4th August is the Anniversary of the Declaration of World War One. I hope the numerous people who
are on my list will be happy to continue placing flowers on
the War Memorial. Please let me know if you are no longer
able to help. Also, I am always pleased to hear from people
of any age who would like to help - it is usually only once a
year. Please contact me. Thank you all, again.
Janet Hollis
Tel: 812073
Email: janhollis@btinternet.com

David Rogers
Headteacher
Tel: 813626

Please support our advertisers
and mention that you saw their advert
in The Link
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Dylan’s Dog Walks
Rob Fuller
2 Miller Close
Foresthall Park
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8FJ
0772 9246482

Good designsells...fact!
BUSINESS CARDS
LETTERHEADS
COMPLIMENT SLIPS
NCR SETS/PADS
LEAFLETS
BROCHURES
BOOKLETS
MAGAZINES
SHORT-RUN BOOKS
CHRISTMAS CARDS
RAFFLE TICKETS
CALENDARS
POP-UP BANNERS
AND MUCH MORE...

Dylan’s Dog Walks
info@dylansdogwalks.com
www.dylansdogwalks.com

Tracey's Beauty, Skin Therapy & Holistic

Bad design or even average design
may do more to damage your
business than you think!

01279 657769
printing@copyzone.co.uk
www.copyzone.co.uk

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Relocated to Foresthall Park

Jan Rickwood

London Trained with over 30 years experience

(asy parking9ouchersLate night
Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Tel: 01279 819008 Mob: 07747 667319
Email:

traceydward@yahoo.co.uk
www.traceysbeauty.com

HELPLINE
07704 553727
Are you worried about your weight?
The Cambridge Weight Plan could
be the answer. Call today.

HPC Registered

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 873492

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Your Independent Cambridge Consultant:

01279 813974 or 07565 930087

Mrs Julie Golden

If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

* £5 off first full week's supply
for new clients *
Karen Purton

CHIROPODIST

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

07916 075451
A professional service...
...at a competitive price

CARERS

UK
Uttlesford District Branch
“Caring about the Carer”

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley 9LOOage Hall on the B1383
(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),
functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

Registered Charity No. 246329

VIOLIN, PIANO (Classical
& Jazz) and SINGING
LESSONS

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING

Very good Ofsted Report
CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid trained
Food Hygiene trained
Complete childcare service for children 0 - 16 years
Provide a Fun, Safe, Warm and Loving Home

All ages & abilities welcome ABRSM Exams
Tuition outside school hours so no vital core
curriculum school lessons missed
JAMES PRIEST BMus, MMus in Performance TCML

Please visit my website for more information
www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk
or call 01279 813534 or 0788 3088 555

Singing Coach to Saffron Walden Choral Society
To discuss individual requirements tel 01279 647050
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STANSTED SUPERS HANDBALL TEAM

Stansted Tennis Club

Stansted Supers Handball team faced stiff competition
in their efforts to establish themselves as a competitive club
with the latest friendly match, against GD London Development team. The Supers were given a fantastic opportunity to
play against one of the most established clubs in Britain, and
the opportunity to play GD at the Olympic Venue, the
Copper box on Sunday 3rd November. The Supers were
quickly into their stride in this mixed match, each team having to have two female players on the field at any time.
Supers took a commanding lead, and continued to grow on
the tally, finally resulting in a 27 to 14 victory in only the
third outing for the Club. Although a physical encounter
against a far more experienced set of players, they were no
match for the speed and defensive organisation that the
Supers displayed. Although the result was due to total team
effort, Steve Hill and Will Hughes offered blistering attacking
options throughout the event, supported by the remainder
of the team. Cath Cameron provided a powerful display scoring her first competitive goal for the Supers, not to mention
the ‘string pulling’, by the Egyptian maestro Amir
Elbanhawy. The match is supporting evidence of the progression of the Stansted Supers who have only been running
for 18 months, and are already competing with some of the
best set ups handball has to offer in the London area.

New members
We are always keen to welcome new members, so if you
would like to take up tennis during the cold winter months,
please call Sarah Hollis (Treasurer) on 319155.
Ladies' Night
Monday 9th December 7.00pm. All lady members welcome.
Club sessions
These continue throughout the winter: Sunday mornings,
Wednesday mornings and evenings, and Friday mornings.
Tennis balls
£1 for a tube of 4 from Jan Hollis at 105 Cambridge Road.
Contacts Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne
Lunnon (Chairman) 817574. If you would like to find out
more about Stansted Tennis Club, please visit the website
at www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk.
Chris Hollis

STANSTED TENNIS CLUB

STANSTED BOWLING CLUB

Carpet Bowls is proving to be very popular and played
within a good competitive spirit. Just ring below if you
would like any information on days, times and availability,
not forgetting that we have a pool table and darts for any
enthusiast on a Friday evening from 8.00pm. Just pop in
and you will be made very welcome. As this goes to print we
will have had our Presentation Evening, and we are pleased
once again to be represented in the displays at the Festival
of Angels and Christmas Trees at St Mary's Church on 14th
and 15th December. Merry Christmas to you all and a happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year.
Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary
Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

CHILDREN’S RECIPE
Christmas Cake
Ingredients
200g butter
200g dark muscovado sugar
3 eggs, beaten
1 tbsp black treacle
200g self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
2 eating apples
300g mixed fruit

Training is on Saturdays 10.00-11.00am at the Mountfitchet
Romeera Leisure Centre, or for further information visit the
Supers Facebook page for upcoming events and photos. The
Supers are currently looking for a Club sponsor. If you are
interested please contact Olly Pocknell on 07875 391701.
Alison Bell

SPEEDING IN STANSTED

Method
Butter and line bottom of a deep round cake tin 20cm with
greaseproof paper.
Beat the first seven ingredients together in a large bowl
until pale and thick.
Gently fold in the fruit until evenly combined.
Spoon the mixture into the tin and bake for 50 mins to onehour or until the cake is dark golden.
Simone Teese
Harlow Kiddy Cook
Tel: 07837 008715

Are you fed up with motorists speeding through our village?
We have an active Speedwatch Team in the village but could
use more volunteers to give approximately two hours or
more a month to aid this worthwhile cause. You would be
given training by a police officer before taking part. For further information please contact Ken on 07731 786259 email:
ken.pell@btinternet.com or Warren on 07721 765692 email:
vickersw@aol.com. Thank you.
Ken Pell
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One session help with
smoking therapy
(plus support)
Weight ~ Gastric Band
Confidence ~ Exams
Phobias ~ Anxiety
OCDs ~ School
Hypnobirthing
Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Past Lives
and much more
Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,
Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Stansted
Psychotherapy
Freedom from emotional pain
Overcome life’s barriers
Feel better about yourself

Professional Coaching,
Counselling & Psychotherapy
Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist
Qualified Clinical Supervisor

Hypnotherapy
Pure Hypnoanalysis
Consultant
(transforming your
thinking & so, your life)
Become a
in one session.
Help with: feelings of
depression, anxiety,
phobias, stress and
weight loss
Children/young people
treated from age 5+
initial consultation

Tel: 01279 817976
sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

07950 974928
01279 799724
hjbartram@yahoo.co.uk

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

www.stortfordhypnosis.co.uk

ARNET
Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

ANITY

All your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

Waxing
Tinting
Manicures and Pedicures
GelColor by O.P.I.
Massage
Facials
St Tropez Spray Tans
Fully Qualified & Insured
Also distributor of:
Bare Minerals 100% natural
mineral make up and MD
Formulations Skincare

07921 522380

www.essentialgem.co.uk

AYRE

Hair & Beauty
Friendly, family run, boutique
beauty salon on the outskirts of
Bishop’s Stortford that offers
traditional beauty treatments by
professional, experienced
therapists.
Dermalogica facials - Hot Stone Massage Swedish Massage - Jessica Nails - Jessica
GELeration nails - Calgel nails - Waxing

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE SALON

For appointment please call
gemma@essentialgem.co.uk

AYRE

01279 651613
www.beauty-barn.com
Wickham Hall, Hadham Rd, CM23 1JG

32A Lower Street,
Stansted

Your friendly
Local Salon
Est 20 years!
Please telephone:
Hair
01279 813087
Beauty 01279 813180

This could be
YOUR ad here
Various sizes available
Black & White

and Bishop’s Stortford

Orthotics
Diabetic Foot Care
Evening & Saturday Clinics
Routine Treatment

Please call
Marion & Mike on 814059
36 Lower Street, Stansted

for more details or visit

Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

01279 652249 info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk
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SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky
A few days ago I stopped whatever I was doing to
make a pot of tea. While it was brewing I noticed an untouched,
small bag of something to munch with said drink. The savoury
enjoys the name of ‘Hula-Hoops’ and they were rather nice and
good enough to stay with the sweet and salty flavour within. It
was just after the eating and the picking up of the packing
about to be thrown in the bin, I noticed on the pack the surprising piece of knowledge that it would need one point six billion
Hula Hoops to reach the Moon. This is true, I promise. This left
me thinking: indeed I had a second cup of tea! The size of Hula
Hoops range from quite thin to a good half inch, thus leaving a
vast difference of the true possible numbers required, though
there would be an average amongst those 1.6 million.
However, there are considerable problems with stacking. If
there was a stack of 1.6 billion the first million or so would just
be crushed to powder from the Hula Hoops above. But let us
say that somehow the lowest Hula Hoops hold the load. As the
top Hula Hoops left the pull of Earth’s gravity they would start
to float; indeed just one tiny movement that just, JUST slightly
touched, they would start a slow catastrophe because, as you
get higher you will come to an opposite point between the
Moon and the Earth where the gravity of each are equal.
Although many Hula Hoops would be travelling in the right
direction at a few fractions of an hour faster, which will be captured by the Moon’s gravity, the Moon’s gravity is just one sixth
of the Earth so the chance of them breaking by falling is minimal. Furthermore, there is an in-built problem - in fact a considerable threat - to the Hula Hoops when they get to the
Moon. Hula Hoops are much the same colour as the Moon’s
surface which means that they will easily be trodden on. I wish
you a very happy Christmas.
Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

Santa’s Workshop
Come along and join Santa’s Elves in his workshop at Spangles
on 19th December 10.00am-11.30am. The workshop will include
creative Christmas art and craft activities, sticking, painting,
messy play and a lot more for children under five years. There is
no need to book your place, just turn up. For more information
please contact us.
Lesley Murdoch
Community Engagement and Volunteer Co-ordinator
Tel: 812348

Removal of
Unwanted Hair, Pigmentation
and Thread Veins on the Face, Hands & Body
Tel: 01279 647793 18 Lower St. Stansted
www.rutheaton.co.uk
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MARTIN COWAN
12th May 1935 – 12th October 2013
Martin died in Suffolk following several years battling with
Parkinson’s disease. Although he left Stansted more than
20 years ago, he is well remembered in the village by a
number of friends who attended his funeral. Together with
his wife Angie and sons Mark and
Philip, Martin lived in Stansted for
many years and during that time he
immersed himself in the village and
its affairs. He was a driving force
behind the establishment of the
Stansted Art and Craft Market,
becoming its Chairman, which over
the years raised over £25,000 for
local charities. Many of his pictures
hang in houses in the area; he was
an accomplished artist, particularly in pen and ink. Martin
also found time to serve on the Parish Council for four
years and his very wide pedant views were always worth
listening to and considering. He was also, as many of the
now older residents will recall, the maker and driver of a
small railway and train powered by a motor from a lawn
mower. The ‘little blue train’ appeared at village fetes and
events over a wide area providing huge entertainment for
countless children. Although he had left the village he was
never very far from our thoughts, and these now go to his
widow and sons with our expressed pleasure at having
known him.
Greg Snow

On 14th October Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) filed a Judicial Review application to ensure fairness in determining
the way forward on the issue of aviation capacity. We
asked the High Court to order the Airports Commission to
re-determine the 'sift criteria' (the selection criteria) for
assessing airport expansion options and to delay the publication of any shortlist of options. This legal challenge is on
the grounds of apparent bias, and concerns the role played
by Mr Geoff Muirhead, one of five commissioners
appointed to the Airports Commission last year. In our
view it is not enough simply to remove Mr Muirhead from
the Commission at this advanced stage, which is why we
will be asking the High Court to order the Commission to
re-visit certain key decisions made by the Commission during the time that Mr Muirhead was involved. With proposals on the table from MAG to make Stansted the
world's busiest airport with four runways handling up to
160 million passengers a year, there is far too much at
stake to allow the issue of apparent bias to go unchallenged.
Brian Ross
Tel: 814961 Mobile: 07850 937143
Email: brian.ross@lineone.net
Carol Barbone
Tel: 870558 Mobile: 07775 523091
Email:cbarbone@mxc.co.uk

BED & BREAKFASt
Comfortable family house in Birchanger

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

I have many years of experience,
teaching throughout the primary
age range (4-11 years) and as a
school SENCO. Give me a call to
discuss your child’s needs.

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email:
annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

All rooms have blackout blinds,
beverage trays, toiletries,
LCD Freeview TV/DVD &
thermostatically controlled radiators

Fixed fee will writing service

Single will £60
Couples £100

Home visit at a time to suit you
Tel 01279 505234
www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk

Katy Dockerill
01279 812997

Computer Repairs for homes
and businesses

Domestic Oven Cleaning

Repairs - Upgrades - Virus removal

*Ovens*Ranges*Agas*Hobs
*Extractors* and much more

NO CALL OUT FEE

OnSite - £30 1st hr, £20 per hr thereafter

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products
in your home
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

NO FIX NO FEE

Fixed price on collection & return repairs

01279 432444

For a friendly and reliable service call
Mark on 01279 647196 / 07815011925

www.ovenbright.co.uk

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS
OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.
Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &
Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

The difference is clear

ECATERINA LTD

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Domestic Cleaning Services

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools

Competitive rates
Excellent References
7 Years Experience

01279 812524
07828 425944

Tel: 01279 899668 Mob: 07789 732009
Email: lia2006london@yahoo.com
www.ecaterinalimited.com

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Cleaning

Freshen up your home using a local competitive company

Everyday dirt and grime reduces your
Carpet and Upholstery life and it simply
LOOKS and feels FRESHER

Call Nick: 01279 276 018
For your FREE Quotation
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BRITISH BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor

After having the dubious pleasure of being the ‘Who am I?’
slot last month, I am back with a few words on beekeeping.
In its quest for more knowledge, the Bishop’s Stortford Bee
Keeping Association (BSBBKA) recently wrote to all the
major supermarkets asking for a speaker on how they
sourced natural products, such as honey. This was quite an
interesting process, and although I am not endorsing any
particular company, the Co-operative provided a very interesting speaker. There emerged a number of interesting
facts. Firstly, the Co-op is one of the biggest farmers in
England, with over 50,000 acres under management, and
more importantly to us bee keepers, over 1200 hives. Secondly, they have an active programme of supporting bee
activity, one of the major aspects of which is a programme
of supporting local communities with cash grants to plant
derelict land with wild bee-friendly flowers. Thirdly, they
provided us with packets of bee-friendly wild flower seeds
which could be used to pass on through our own BSBBKA
speakers to plant in individual gardens (we used them to
distribute to Cub and Brownie packs). Well done the Co-op!
If any reader wants more details of the Co-operative’s programme, if they email me I can give them a contact name
and number in the company.

In the interests of balance, may I advance an alternative take
on last issue's letter which gave a very pessimistic view of
Stansted's future? I have no axe to grind. I have no interest
in any of the various current development proposals. However, I don't think that I am alone in having a much more
optimistic view of our village, in which I have lived for 25
years. Far from being over-developed, I think that Stansted
has a reasonable balance. There is plenty to cater for those
who want to participate in tradition, yet opportunity for
those who have other outlooks. The village is not overcrowded (no more is our country). In fact, the developments
over the last 50 years appear to have spread the village out
very effectively, retaining green spaces while providing new
housing. We have thriving sports clubs, lively restaurants and
pubs, cultural activities and educational facilities. The primary schools are successful and the secondary school seems
to have made great strides, as well as being home to an
excellent leisure facility. Our infrastructure includes effective
links by road, rail and air.
Whilst I do not agree with all the proposed developments, I
think that some of them are eminently sensible and the main
objections to some of them simply seem to be based on not
wanting any further houses at all. The world is not like that.
We do have to build homes for people and Stansted is well
able to cope with them - albeit that they must be planned
and completed sympathetically and with the future in mind.
The expansion of the airport will help to ensure the village's
and the area's prosperity for many years to come. As regards
crime, I very much hope that the perpetrator of the spate of
burglaries is dealt with severely. House burglary is a disgusting crime. However, Stansted is not the only village to suffer
from occasional crime and in fact, overall is far from being a
hotspot. We can all have our opinions on what constitutes
appropriate development for Stansted, but I am confident
that many people in the village find it an excellent and happy
place to live, with a bright and prosperous future.
Simon Gilbert

John Dockerill
Email: training@stortfordbees.org.uk

STANSTED BUSINESS FORUM
www.stanstedbusinessforum.co.uk
On 1st November the Forum welcomed its guest speakers,
Leanada Cable, Skills Officer for Uttlesford District Council,
who gave an informative presentation on apprenticeships in
business, and Barbara Beer of All Organised, who talked on
using social media to promote business. The forum continues to grow with new member Richard Winsbourgh and
guests also attending. Councillor Iris Evans updated members on the Christmas food vouchers initiative, which is over
half way to reaching its target of raising £1000 in SBF member donations, for the provision of food vouchers to families
in need over the Christmas period.

CHRISTMAS TREES
FRESH * LOCALLY GROWN
at
ALSA WOOD FARM
ALSA WOOD
STANSTED CM24 8SU

The SBF business directory of members has been distributed
to homes in Stansted and we hope that Stansted residents
will support our local businesses and take advantage of the
special offers and vouchers inside the directory. Leaflets
have been distributed for the Stansted Christmas Fayre on
7th and 8th December; a list of events, plus information
about Christmas gifts available to buy from stallholders is
on Facebook www.facebook.com/Stanstedchristmasfayre.
Stalls are still available and donations for raffle prizes would
be gratefully received. For further information tel 813214
or email: parishcouncil@stansted.net. Breakfast meetings
are held on the first Friday of the month, with the next one
on Friday 7th February at 7.30am in Linden House. There is a
members only Christmas lunch in December.

POTTED * ROOTED * CUT * SEVERAL VARIETIES
WREATHS * LOGS
CHOOSE / DIG YOUR OWN (Boots advisable)
OPEN: 10 am – 4 pm
FRIDAYS
SATURDAYS
SUNDAYS
MONDAYS

Geraldine Allars
Tel: 813318
Email: peter.james@murdochspropertyshop.co.uk

From Sunday 1st December
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STANSTED VILLAGE HARVEST SUPPER

Our very own Downton Abbey episode
with Mike & Alan from the Free Church

St John’s Choir with their very amusing
‘home-grown’ psalm

The after supper
entertainment was
excellent and
enjoyed by all.
Already looking
forward to next year
- where can we buy a
ticket?!!

This year’s event was
the usual sell – out
where those lucky
enough to obtain a
ticket feasted on
fish, or chicken and
chips followed by a
choc ice.
Jaden entertained us with an excellent solo
despite having no piano pedal

Kathy & Liz from St John’s had problems
shopping in the supermarket

Sophie leads the cast from St Teresa’s in
an extract from ‘’Ernest’

Photographs by Sean Clark & Alan Wheeler
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Santa is coming to Forest Hall Park!
This year the Rotary Club is once again going to be coming
round the streets of Stansted and Thorley, dressed embarrassingly like the cast of 'Elf'! They are going to be visiting
Forest Hall Park on Tuesday 17th December 6.00pm-8.00pm
on their sleigh, providing a little bit of Christmas entertainment and cheer for us all, and will be collecting any donations for the good causes the Rotarians support at
Christmas. Their route is also online on the Residents’
Association website, but it covers almost all of the estate
and will be difficult to miss. Anyone interested in volunteering to help on this visit or any of the others this year or next,
please contact the Rotary Club, article below.

We were absolutely thrilled by the response from the staff
at Uttlesford District Council to our recent stock appeal,
with about 100 bags and boxes of pre-loved items donated
in just two days! Items ranged from clothes, bags and shoes
to children’s toys, books, bric-a-brac and even a hockey
stick. The council’s employees really rose to the challenge
and their generosity has given our stock levels a big boost.
Our seven charity shops are an important source of income
and it’s wonderful to receive so many new good quality
donations that we can sell to raise money for St Clare.

Henry Willetts
Chairman

ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY
Preparations are now underway for Santa to come to our
locality again this year. The formula evolved in recent years
of splitting his time between evening visits to Thorley and
Stansted and appearing all day at the supermarkets will be
followed again this year. Santa has again been busy at the
North Pole filling his sack with presents to deliver on
Christmas Eve night, while the members of our Club have
been carrying out a few upgrades to his sleigh to ensure a
smooth and assured ride around our area. Santa is looking
forward to meeting as many excited children and believing
adults as possible and included in his busy schedule will be
visits to the streets of Stansted in December: on Tuesday
17th (Foresthall Park and the Mountfitchet Estate) and
Thursday 19th (Hargrave Estate). When Santa is visiting with
our Rotary Club he will always be on his brightly-lit sleigh
playing Christmas music and accompanied by his band of
helping elves who, as part of their duties, will be collecting
money for local good causes. Anyone unlucky enough to
miss Santa on his visits to Stansted will be able to see him at
the supermarkets with his first appearance at Waitrose on
Saturday 7th December. If anyone who would like to volunteer their services as a helping elf or even a Santa’s stand-in
please contact me. Santa has a lot to do and when he gets a
little tired he slips off for a quick snooze so having a stand-in
is helpful. Anyone offering their services can be assured of
an enjoyable and rewarding two hours of Christmas magic.

The photo shows, from left, UDC leader Cllr Jim Ketteridge
and UDC chief executive John Mitchell with St Clare volunteer van drivers Martin and Paul.
Eleanor Scotchbrook
A huge thank you to the lovely people at Lower Street
Brasserie who held a wonderful Ladies’ Charity Champagne
Evening in aid of the Hospice in October which was graced
by a rather ‘cardboard’ George Clooney (a life-size cardboard cut-out featured as one of the raffle prizes!) and
which was lots of fun and raised over £300. By the time that
you read this, the Stansted Friends will have had their
annual Christmas Bridge Drive which is always very popular
and raises a large amount of money. The Friends and I will
be running a stall on 7th December at the Stansted
Christmas Fayre so do make sure that you come and say
hello and have a go on our tombola! We have our annual
Santa Run starting from Harlow Leisurezone on 8th
December at 11.00am but we also have one in Epping this
year, on 12th December from 6.30pm, so have a look on our
website (www.stclarehospice.org.uk) if you fancy joining in!
We are extremely grateful to Audrey Rodgers and the
Friends of St Mary’s Church for helping us to organise our
first Light up a Life service in Stansted. The service, during
which the congregation will be invited to remember and celebrate the lives of loved ones, will be led by our Hospice
Chaplain, Joyce Smith, on Sunday 15th December at
11.00am. You would be most welcome to join us. Finally, a
heartfelt thank you to everyone in Stansted who has supported St Clare Hospice over the past year – we wish you all
a very merry Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year!

The Rotary Club of Stort Valley meets on Tuesdays, 7.00pm
for 7.30pm at the Lemon Tree Restaurant, Bishop’s
Stortford. Rotary provides the opportunity to enjoy convivial
activity whilst learning more about our community and of
our world. We support a range of good causes and anyone
wishing to be involved please contact me or visit our website www.stortvalleyrotary.com.
Peter Latham
Tel: 507294
Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Sarah Calder
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Mitchell School of Dance
Ballet (adults & children) Modern & Tap

Mrs Mitchell

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)
and MODERN

DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

LISTD Dip AISTD AES Dip

Fully qualified and registered teacher

plus MELODY BEAR classes for pre-school children
to introduce children to dance & movement in
Stansted, Felsted & Bishop’s Stortford

Dancing Displays Examinations
Choreography

National Competitions

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
Birchanger Church Hall

Classes at our OWN STUDIOS in Bishop’s Stortford
including Tap, Street Dance, Jazz, Drama and
Musical Theatre + Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

Tel: 01992 812781

For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Email: wmitchelldance@gmail.com

High House Nursery
Children from 3 months to 5 years
Highly qualified experienced teachers
Emphasis on creativity and cognitive
development
Established since 1985
Family run nursery
Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
Outstanding Ofsted report
Walking distance to Stansted Airport

Adult Community Learning Centre
St John’s Road
Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s
Experienced Friendly Staff
'Children are eager to attend and
clearly demonstrate that they are
successfully developing the skillsthat
will help them in the future' (OFSTED)

Tel: 01279 870898
www.highhousenursery.co.uk

For further information
please call 01279 814242
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LINK FRONT COVER COMPETITION
We thought we would engage the help of Forest Hall School in designing the cover for the December/January issue. I
met with Jade Spring, Head of Art at the school, and we decided the best way to produce a design was to run a
competition. Jade asked her Year 8 students to produce a Christmassy scene and, having received an overwhelming
number of wonderful designs, shortlisted to ten pictures. The winner and runners-up (all aged 12) are shown below.
Congratulations to Hannah, whose design graces this month’s cover; competition was of a high standard and it was
tough deciding the winner. This month’s edition of the Link on our website: www.stanstedlink.org.uk shows the
pictures in colour. Well done to all the students who participated. We loved your pictures!
Anna Nolan

1st

3rd

2nd

Hannah Parsons

Jasmine Smith

Emma Batista

Highly Commended
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Alex Salmon

DANIEL ROBINSON
& SONS

Serving the local community for over 100 years

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

Here for you,
whenever you need us.
24 hours a day

24 hour careline manned by local qualified
managers offering free advice & support
Lady & gentleman funeral directors
Competitive pricing policy
National award winning & IiP Gold standard
company

We have branches
throughout Hertfordshire
and Essex, for details of
your nearest call

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD
(01279) 655477

01279 813219

please visit our website www.drobinson.co.uk

www.dcpoulton.co.uk
Responsive | Respectful | Trustworthy | Accessible | Progressive

HEARI NG HELP
UTTLESFORD

A firm of Christian lawyers
providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal,
caring & sensitive manner.

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids
at
Stansted Day Centre
2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday
of every month

Property
Wills
Probate
Trusts
Tax Services
Notarial Services

Principal, Angela Lever, has been in
local practice for over 15 years

25b White Horse Court,
North Street, Bishop’s Stortford
Herts CM23 2LD
(behind Pizza Express;
parking available)
Tel: 01279 758 760
Email: alever@leverandco.com
www.leverandco.com

For more information ring
01799 599790
(9 am - 5 pm)
Registered Charity No. 289280

Greenways Financial Planning

Planning for
Tomorrow Today

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Tees Financial is well placed to provide unbiased,
comprehensive and professional advice on all
personal financial planning matters, specialising in
retirement planning, investments, trust and portfolio
management, care fees and equity release.

Professional friendly advice
on
Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
Income Protection ~ Annuities
Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or
kersid@teesfinancial.com

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

6 High Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 2LU
Tel: 01279 658304 Fax: 01279 757672
www.teesfinancial.com

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

Tees Financial is the trading name of Tee Financial plc, which
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk
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Stansted Network
NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILS
************************************************************************************
Parking on footpaths - the indicated position in the
parking reported was included after checking with the
Parking Partnership and the Essex Police. This remains
a contentious area and any advice should be treated
with caution.
Unadopted Roads/Private Streets - whilst most of
these roads are public highways, ie the public can
use them, the owners have power to restrict
parking. Should anyone wish to learn more, please
consult the book “Private Roads; The Legal Framework”
by Andrew Barsby.

PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO PROPOSALS TO BUILD AT BENTFIELD
GREEN - AND CROSS YOUR FINGERS!
A three day public inquiry was held between 5 and 7
November at Saffron Walden. The decision on the appeal
by Taylor Wimpey to build 140 houses on land behind
Bentfield Green should be known within three months.
The Parish Council would like to pay tribute to, and give
thanks to, Save Stansted Village for the enormous amount
of detailed work which was undertaken and to the
professional way in which Simon Thompson and Jamie Hogg
and their team marshalled the evidence and presented the
case to the Inspector on behalf of SSV and the Parish
Council. Many thanks to those parishioners who spoke and
attended the Inquiry. Cross your fingers for a favourable
result.

The Highways Sub-committee has had an initial discussion
on these issues and is now seeking additional information
before drawing firm conclusions.
However, following earlier discussions with Essex Highways,
schemes are in progress or under consideration covering a
new footpath in Forest Hall Road, connecting Jordon Close
to Walson Way, creating a safe walking route from the
centre of the village to St Mary’s School, reviewing (and
hopefully improving) the traffic calming scheme on Church
Road, traffic calming scheme on High Lane and new
pedestrian crossings on Silver Street and Cambridge Road.
Funding should be available if ECC approves and designs the
schemes.

RESPONSES TO THE PARKING REPORT
Thank you for your letters and e-mails raising problems and
suggesting possible solutions. The following points
summarise the main issues raised.
Cambridge Road/Silver Street - to tackle parking, safety
and traffic issues the following ideas have been
mooted. Eliminate all parking on the East side of
Cambridge Road (from Co-op to Lino Thomas) and
extend parking on the West side (Dorringtons) as far as
the Tennis Club All deliveries to take place after 18.30
pm. To help safety a mini roundabout is proposed at
the Chapel Hill junction coupled with another
pedestrian crossing.
Lower Street - more signage is needed to the car park
and proper enforcement of the parking regulations
including those related to the Residents’ Parking
Scheme.
Church Road/Mountfitchet Estate - concerns have been
raised about footpath parking outside Fullers Houses,
safety at the junction at Mountfitchet Road, Mount
Drive and Stoney Common and the need to use verges
for parking.
A number of general issues were brought up including:
- Ask shops to refund parking charges to
encourage more use of car parks, (charges
should also be reduced).
- Prevent commuter/airport parking possibly by
using a one hour restriction (very mixed views on
the latter).
- Introduce residents’ parking.
- Put down double yellow lines at all junctions to
improve safety.
- Use public money to put in dropped kerbs thus
Increasing off-road parking.
- Request Uttlesford District Council to stop
integral garages being converted to other uses.

STANSTED POLICE
Unfortunately, we have experienced a rise in house burglaries over the past month in Stansted. I would like to urge all
residents to keep vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour to police via 101. The burglaries are happening both in
the day time as well as overnight. Essex Police are working
hard in the area to drive the burglaries down. Please take
practical steps to keep your house secure. We are in the
process of putting up crime prevention advice sheets on local notice boards and more advice details can be found on
the Essex Police Website. Local crime figures can be found
on www.police.uk
If you have any information relating to the current spate of
burglaries or any other crimes please contact the Local
Neighbourhood Policing Team or Braintree CID.
Stansted Neighbourhood Policing Team
101 ext 485066 or 395103
FESTIVE SPIRIT COMES TO STANSTED!
Last year’s successful event, organised by the Parish Council
is to be repeated. The Parish Council is working closely with
a number of local organisations, including Murdochs Property Shop & Solicitors. This year there will be two marquees,
more stalls and entertainment, and plenty of festive spirit
provided by the Corkhouse licensed bar and a Gluhwein stall!
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WRITTLE STUDENTS’ PROJECT
In the June Link, we reported that six students from Writtle
School of Design would be contributing to a landscape
survey for the Parish Council. Over the summer, Pamela
Rayfield, Petra Holly, Daisy Parsons, Haruka Kobayashi,
Louise Dolan and Luciana Aliker, each worked for a month
under the direction of local Landscape Architects, Liz Lake
Associates. They collected background data on the geology,
hydrology, landscape character and climate of the parish as
well as a wealth of data on our wildlife and natural
resources. The first group prepared proposals for the
Mountfitchet Estate and attended a public consultation on
the 20th July. The Council is using the information collected
to see what improvements can be made to the
Mountfitchet Estate. It is working on a scheme to improve
road safety and parking on Maitland Road, which is a
concern to many residents. It is also looking at how The
Green can be enhanced for all users.

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th
December in Lower Street Car Park, Stansted from 10am to
5pm. There will be a packed events programme, with singers,
street entertainers, fairground rides and of course, Santa’s
Grotto (Santa will be welcomed to Stansted this year by the
Stansted Youth Centre). Keith Honour will provide a traditional Victorian theme to proceedings with a Steam Engine
and Organ and there will be a ‘bake off’ with the ‘Best Mince
Pie’ competition as well as cookery demonstrations throughout the weekend.
If you are looking for a special Christmas gift, there will be
plenty of craft and gift stalls, plus a chance to win the Star
Raffle Prize of a Sports car for the weekend thanks to Hilton
Cars. Raffle tickets will go on sale locally in November and
stall spaces are available via the Council Offices: Email:
parishcouncil@stansted.net / Tel. 01279 813214.
Free parking will be available at Crafton Green car park off
Chapel Hill, St Mary’s ( old school) car park on St John’s Road
and the Youth Centre on Lower Street. Limited parking will
be available at the station. For more information and to get
involved visit www.facebook.com/Stanstedchristmasfayre

The students’ main contribution was to plot accurately all
the trees that the Council has responsibility for in a digital
format that will be very useful in the future. A condition
survey of all the trees will be undertaken by professional
arboriculturalists as part of an on-going programme to care
for all our open spaces. We have never before had such a
comprehensive catalogue of our trees and it would have
been incredibly time-consuming for our small team of
administrative staff to undertake. We are very grateful to
the students and to Liz Lake Associates.

UDC JOIN FESTIVE SPIRIT!
We have just learned that Uttlesford will be making our car
parks free of charge after 3pm on 14 and 21 December, and
free all day from Monday 23 December to Sunday 5 January.
Saturday 7 December will be FREE ALL DAY due to our
Christmas Fayre!
CCTV - PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS
Following the Government’s introduction of a new Code of
Practice, the proposed scheme has to be reviewed
particularly in the light of the requirement to demonstrate
“pressing need” to justify any camera.
At its meeting on 13 November, the Parish Council will be
asked to approve the following recommendation:

PROPOSED NEW HEALTH CENTRE
After an informal meeting (the first with local councillors for
many months), it has been indicated that the necessary
approvals required before the signing of the lease for the
new health centre may be in place by the end of January.
Discussions are in train with a number of retailers and
pharmacists. Subject to no further obstacles being
encountered (cross your fingers!!), building may commence
in the Spring.

1
The Parish Council supports the replacement of
the present CCTV system with the scheme as
previously proposed (excluding the camera at the
Recreation Ground) subject to complying with the new Code
of Practice.

CALLING RESIDENTS IN STONEY COMMON/WEST ROAD
A number of years ago there was a thriving Residents’
Association serving the Stoney Common/West Road area of
the village. With Rochford Close, Brook View and Stoney
Place all having been added since, it would be lovely to see
the Association revived! Results can often be achieved with
neighbours working together with the same aim, so if you
have some time on your hands and would like to get
involved, please contact us on 813214.

2
In the event that the replacement scheme does not
proceed then the existing system, which is obsolete, should
be dismantled and no further maintenance payments made
to Uttlesford District Council from the 2014/15 financial
year.
Information with regard to crime and road accidents is being
obtained in support of a new scheme and it is to be hoped
that the outturn is not to leave this community without any
support from an effective CCTV system.

HELP IS AT HAND
After the recent power failures have you or your family ever
thought of registering with `Priority Services Register’? If
you’re pensionable age, chronically sick or are registered as
disabled you can get extra help, so why not register - you
never know when you might need it! They will contact you
to see if you need any help during long hours of power failure. To register ring 0800 783 8838 or visit
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/internet/en/powercuts/priority-services-during-a-power-cut/priority-serviceregister-application-form/

RESIGNATION FROM PARISH COUNCIL
Cllr Denise Oliver has resigned from the Parish Council (many
thanks for her contribution since May 2012). The vacancy
has been advertised but no parishioners offered themselves
as candidates. Consequently, in due course, the Parish
Council will co-opt to fill the vacancy.
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Controversy surrounds the future situation up the road at
Elsenham. Last month the planning committee’s refusal of
800 homes at the ‘Hellsenham’ site was reported. Planning
officers want the committee to take a fresh look at their
decision on 20 November. Meanwhile, the cabinet at
Uttlesford has announced that it wants to revise the deeply
unpopular Option 4 proposal for a new settlement at the
‘Hellsenham’ site with at least 2,100 homes. This came about
when it was accepted that a report received in June 2012
showed that Uttlesford should be planning for over 500
homes every year until 2031 instead of just over 400. The
council has also had to concede it needs a plan that lasts at
least 15 years. Locations for as many as 2,700 more homes
are probably needed between now and 2031.

A HOST OF GOLDEN DAFFODILS
We hope to repeat, and improve, upon last year’s amazing
display. We received compliments from far and wide.
Additional bulbs are being planted this year along a section
of Cambridge Road from Five Acres down to Walpole Farm
and on High Lane from the B1383 along to the Church. Next
year we shall set aside funds to replace some bulbs near the
Tennis Club and others at Bentfield Green, and aim to plant
in Church Road.

AIRPORT UPDATE
Just to let everyone know that we sent a holding objection
to the Davies Commission objecting to any further
expansion at Stansted. Once the shortlist of
recommendations is published (due just before Christmas),
and if Stansted is included, we shall step up a gear and work
on more detailed objections.

Community groups from across the district protested under
the banner United Uttlesford Residents at the cabinet
meeting on 1 November by saying that the council needs to
take a fresh look at where housing should be built and not
simply revert to the old plan of a new town between
Elsenham and Henham; adding in total about 2,500 to
Elsenham’s existing 900 homes. The council calls this “a
village extension”. Few people accept that definition!

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Thanks to everyone who made contact about car parking
issues in the village. The report has now been completed
and will go to the Cabinet at UDC in December for approval.
One of the main areas of concern was commuters and
holiday makers leaving their cars in residential areas across
the village. This was raised with officers and particularly the
fact that residents do not feel that telephoning the airport
number is worthwhile. What happens is that all calls are
logged (although it is an automatic answering system) and if
there are say between 40-50 calls for a particular area, the
airport brings this to the council’s attention and this is
investigated as it becomes what is called a “hot spot”.
The message is to call this number for a particular area
which is 0800 731 2385. This number will also be publicised
on the Parish Council’s website and on noticeboards in the
village.

Meanwhile, Save Stansted Village people put up a splendidly
robust challenge to Taylor Wimpey at the appeal against
UDC’s refusal of the housing scheme at Bentfield Green. Over
the three day inquiry SSV outshone the council’s official team
because the volunteer group knew the local details; the paid
people had not done such detailed research as SSV about
roads, lanes, landscape etc.
Discussions have resumed after many months of silence
between the prospective developer of the Lower Street
Health Centre and council officers. The hold-up seems to be
within the NHS. UDC is still waiting for fresh proposals on a
car park layout and operation. (See report on Page 20).
RECYCLING CHRISTMAS TREES
Uttlesford District Council have given us the date for you to
recycle your Christmas trees - Saturday 11th January, 9am 3pm. at Lower Street car park.

Another issue raised was about residents’ parking in
Chapel Hill and this is being followed up with the Parish
Council. The Local Government Boundary Commission has
backed down from wanting to link the Stansted North ward
with Farnham, Manuden, Berden and Ugley in a massive
three-member ward starting with the District Council
elections in May 2015. This proposal, which was supported
by Uttlesford DC but opposed by most Parish Councils and
councillors, has been ditched. The final proposals are for a
Stansted North ward, which will in future exclude Ugley but
will now extend further south to the railway line, Blythwood
Gardens and Brook Road.

SIR ALAN HASELHURST SURGERY DATES
January
10th Town Council Offices, Dunmow 6.30pm
31st Parish Council Office, Stansted 5.45pm
31st The Old Armoury, Saffron Walden 7.00pm
February
28th Town Council Offices, Dunmow 6.30pm

The new Stansted South & Birchanger ward will include the
southern end of Silver Street, Old Bell Close, Stoney
Common and everything east of the railway including
Foresthall Park and Birchanger village. There will be a
separate single member ward for the four rural villages.
The new wards are larger because the total number of
councillors will be reduced from 43 to 39. Both of the
wards in Stansted will still be represented by two
councillors.

DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
11 December
Finance
18 December
Full Council
CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk - Ruth Clifford. Admin Assist - Anne Court
Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214 10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net
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PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Uttlesford District Council Members
Alan Dean
813579
cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Iris Evans
815848
cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Salmon
814789
cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Joe Rich
813112
cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Margaret Ambrose

814675
maggielincoln@aol.com
Maureen Caton
813914
(Vice Chairman)
m.caton@hotmail.co.uk
Nigel Collingwood
813428
njcollingwood@hotmail.co.uk
Catherine Dean
813579
catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
Samantha Dunn
810859
samanthadunn@talktalk.net
Jo Freeman
812524
j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott
814440
John Hudson
814489
john@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones
813252
peter@lowerstreet.com
Frances Richards
812748
frannie.richards@gmail.com
John Salmon
814789
sam@salmonfamily.me.uk
John Savopoulos
817687
johnsav8@gmail.com
Geoffrey Sell
815925
(Chairman)
sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
Valerie Trundle
813433
prtvrt@btinternet.com

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding
813103
cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk
Member of Parliament
The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel: 0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk
Police

-

PC Tom Bastendorff
Non-emergency 101
PCSO (Stuart Stranger) Tel: 07989 174801
Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk
Parish Public Transport Representatives
Valerie Trundle
Joy Thomas

813433
813871

BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS EVENT
We were extremely lucky with the weather once again this year, albeit we had a following wind! As a result of the storm,
we had plenty of donations of wood for the fire which was one of the largest we have had for many years. Thanks to the
Scouts for building it and to Rivett Roofing who came along on the Monday with their amazing machine and scraped the
debris away. The firework crew was very professional once again and gave us an amazing display. Hunger pains were kept
away by the hotdog and burger brigade. We are indebted to the many volunteers who help us with the setting up and
clearing up of this event, and of course to Elms Farm for allowing us to hold the event on their land. Thank you everyone.
Photos courtesy of Sean Clark.
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
Alzheimers Society

Tel: 01371 872519

Pilots (age 5-18)

Air Training Corps
494 Squadron

Tel: 681559/661929
Email: 494@aircadets.org

Rainbow Pre-School

Beavers
Age 6-8

David South
Tel: 814371

Bowls Club

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides

Glynis Prothero
District Administrator
Tel: 814145

CAB

Tel: 08444 775986

Corkers Netball

Lisa Menzella
Tel: 07827 988732

Cricket Club (adults)
(juniors)

David Hedge Tel: 812509
Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts
Age 8-10½

Roger Musgrove
Tel: 07736 616665/01799 543466

Day Centre

Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts

Fintan Lambe
Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's
Church

Audrey Rodgers
Tel: 812162

Garden Club

Maralyn Harris
Chairman Tel: 07919 478144

Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433
Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
Tel: 0814242/07966 506997
Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbow Tots
(age 1½-rising 3)

Tina South
Tel: 814371

Rainbows

Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club

Peter Latham Tel: 507294
Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Royal British Legion

John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts
(age 10½ -14)

Mike Byrne
Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu

Donna Ring Tel: 731752
Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles
Children’s Centre

Tel: 812348

Stansted Family Café
Stansted Football Club

Ros Page Tel: 810813
Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com
Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Stansted Sparks Netball Gemma Snelling Tel: 07894 944242
Email: gemmasnelling@me.com
Stansted Supers
Handball Club

Olly Pocknell
Tel: 07875 391701

Tennis Club

Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Grove Cottage

David Scott Tel: 656085

Helpline

Tel: 07704 553727

Thornbury
Badminton Club

Marion or Shirley
Tel: 869896 or 815871

History Society

Peter Brown
Chairman Tel: 812816

U3A

Christine
Chair Tel: 817587

Huw Johnson Club

Katharine Collis Tel: 461270
Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Women’s Institute
(Stansted)

Judy Colliver
President Tel: 812470

Inner Wheel Club

Lynn Rutt, President Tel: 654537

Little Scrummers

Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Women’s Institute
(Ugley)

Dorothy Wallace
President Tel: 850215

Millers (Windmill)

Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club

John Robinson Tel: 812755

Whoosh Explore
Canoe Club

Helen and Peter Nash
Tel: 817453

Music Club

Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

Youth Centre

Linda Barnes
Tel: 01371 873156/
07920 466923

NCT

Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch

Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes. If you would like the details of your organisation
to be added please let us know. (Contact details on page 1.)

Parkinson's UK
Contact: Kathy West Tel: 816293
Uttlesford Support Group Email:kewest@btinternet.com

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in ‘The Link’,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG. Details
must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
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THE WHITECHAPEL MISSION

BIRCHANGER WOOD
Birchanger Wood Trust has completed all its major current
capital schemes. It has been an amazing three years of
extreme fundraising and work to achieve 6k of winding allweather, wheelchair-friendly woodland paths, the conservation of the flora, and the construction of our compound and
store. Birchanger Wood is here for you to use. It is held in
trust for you the community. It is a free leisure facility and
green lung - a green barrier saving and protecting Bishop's
Stortford and the village of Birchanger from the devastation
of the Developer, the noise of Stansted Airport, and providing 69 acres of ancient woodland and conservation for the
environment. The Trust would welcome your thoughts as to
this facility and how you would like to see it develop, be
retained, or form volunteer groups to enjoy this facility.

The Whitechapel Mission is one of London’s oldest charities
dedicated to helping homeless people. It was originally
founded in 1876 by a Mr Henry Hill at a public meeting at
the Mansion House. It is now based at the Methodist
Church in the Whitechapel Road in the East End and situated opposite the Blind Beggar pub used by the Kray brothers and is just round the corner from Sidney Street, site of
the famous siege in the early 20th century. It is run by a
small, dedicated team of people assisted by lots of volunteers. Each day they provide homeless men and women of
East London with hearty cooked breakfasts and the chance
to have a shower, shave and general clean up. They also
provide a complete change of clothing – if you are sleeping
rough on the streets then clothing does not last long and
soon needs replacing. During the last year they have provided 102,586 cooked breakfasts which equals 281 every
day – 365 days per year to over 5,000 people! Only a few
years ago they were averaging 150 meals per day but homelessness has been increasing. The homeless come from
everywhere and from all walks of life; some 60% are from
the UK and 15% from Eastern Europe – if you are down on
your luck then you soon find out that the streets of London
are not paved with gold. It’s a sobering fact that some 15%
of those supported by the mission have been in our own
armed forces. They provide advice and help people find
employment and a permanent flat of their own. The Mission
does not receive government funding and depends on voluntary giving.

What’s New?
The Trust will be installing the QR trail signs gradually over
the next few months. These have been provided by Stort
Valley Rotary and will provide information and knowledge
via an electronic 'App' as to items of special interest within
the Wood – yes, this wood dates back to Roman times! Art
in the Wood was held again this year and was supported by
Essex Life. The paintings, pictures and drawings were amazingly varied and conceptual. Well done you pupils of our
local community and primary schools.
Fallacy: You do not have to have a dog to use Birchanger
Wood. Just come along - look at the birds, walk, talk, sit
down and enjoy the calm. Run, see how fast you can get
round!

So, where does Stansted fit in? St John's Church, Chapel Hill
acts as a collection point. If you have spare clothes, shoes,
bedding, toiletries, razors, towels, tinned food, pasta, etc it
can be left in the back corner of the church just behind the
font - it really helps if it is in plastic bags or sacks. As they
try to assist people rebuild their lives they aim to provide
decent quality, serviceable clothing; so all sizes, especially
smaller ones, for both men and women are greatly needed.
With the winter approaching there is a great need for blankets, duvets, warm coats, jumpers and trousers. When there
is sufficient here to make a car load then it is all taken down
to the Mission where everything is carefully sorted and sized
before being distributed each day. As you can imagine they
have a never ending requirement for fresh clothing so if you
are planning to sort out your wardrobe, anything you are
able to give will be gratefully received. If you would like to
know more, visit their website www.whitechapel.org.uk
which gives lots of information.
Bill Stiles
Tel: 813172

Noise: Yes the A120 does run through the Wood but think
how much more noisy it would be without the barrier of
trees.
How do you cross the A120? With extreme caution. Is
there a demand for a crossing?
Daphne Wallace-Jarvis
Secretary and Trustee
Tel: 812259
Email: daphnewj1944@yahoo.co.uk

STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
WINDMILL
October saw our first Wednesday 'Folk at The Mill' evening
with guitars, recorder playing, singing and reading of poetry,
which made for an interesting and entertaining evening.
Watch the village notice boards for further events. We had a
successful Race Night on 26th October which raised some
very welcome funds for the Mill. Both events were organised by our Treasurer, Richard Thomas, and a big ‘thank you’
goes to him for all his hard work, and also to Chris Tann for
arranging the excellent fish and chip supper at the Race
Night. We have had some very good school parties visiting
the Mill this year, which all adds to the fun of being a Miller.
Don’t forget to come and visit us at the Christmas Fayre on
Saturday 7th December 10.00am-5.00pm.
Molly Clark
Co-Trustee
Tel: 816768

MATHS & SCIENCE TUITION
Years 7-11 plus GCSE Maths & Science (inc
IGCSE) tuition available from A Level student

PIANO TUITION
ABRSM Grade 7, studying Grade 8, ideally
suited to teach beginners and the lower grades

Contact Charlie Jonas 07454 248042
or email: charlie.jonas@icloud.com
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BISHOP’S STORTFORD
M A S T E R

GUTTERING

B U I L D E R

Now based in Stansted

New Builds & Alterations • Extensions
Loft Conversions • Kitchen & Bathroom Fits
Painting & Decorating • Landscaping
FREE PLANS with every agreed project

Repaired • Replaced • Re-jointed
Annual cleaning service Traditional & Vacuum

Fascias – Soffits – Cladding – Bargeboards
Fully Guaranteed – Free Quotation
Over 30 years experience

Fed up renewing your Felt Roofs?
Why not opt for a Rubber Roof System
• No Joins • No Leaks •
• 50 year Life Expectancy •

Freephone: 0800 335 7325
Tel: 01279 647593
Mob: 07855 308001

For a FREE quotation please call
01279 816883 or 07576 753811
Email: fortunemasterbuilder@gmail.com

Email: lenbarker58@btinternet.com

EDPM Approved Installer

6 Waterside Stansted CM24 8BH

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building
Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Exceptional standard of accommodation

Extensions
Kitchens
Doors & Locks
Windows
Bespoke joinery
Summer Houses
Decking
Soundproofing

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award
All guest rooms have ensuite facilities
Free WiFi in all rooms
Open All Year
Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys
44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex CM24 8LR

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690
Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@googlemail.com

Tel: 01279 813388
Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web: www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)
Est 1990

Guaranteed Workmanship

Fitted Furniture Specialist
Bedrooms

{

Studies

Media Units

Calor Gas
Stockist

Bookcases etc...

Furniture as individual
as you are!

}

Familiar with
most makes of
MOT Testing
vehicles including
Diesel &
four wheel drives
Catalyst

Free collection & delivery in local area

D I A G NO S T I C WO R K A V A I L A B L E

Online showroom

PLEASE RING

www.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

Malcolm or Neil Bonney on
01279 813315 or 815946
34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

Tel: 01279 815700
info@edhowleyfbd.co.uk
3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Rd, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY
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THE MANUDEN SINGERS
Our Christmas concert includes Ralph Vaughan Williams'
Christmas Fantasia, and also includes Handel’s O Praise the
Lord with One Consent, and the Christmas Oratorio by
Camille Saint Saens. Proceeds will go to the Essex & Herts
Air Ambulance Trust (EHAAT) which receives no public funding so relies on voluntarily raised funds. The concert is at
7.30pm on 15th December in Manuden church. Tickets from
Fiona Bengtsen on 812157 or on the door.

We have two concerts coming up in December and January,
each taking place in St John’s Church. The first will be on
Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm when Cambridge Chorale,
under their Music Director, Julian Wilkins, will be giving a
concert comprising movements from many well-known
works plus some seasonal favourites. Cambridge Chorale
has been voted one of the top 10 adult choirs in the UK.

Teresa Priest

The second concert is on Sunday 26th January at 3.00pm
when one of the UK’s leading young sopranos, Louise
Alder, accompanied by
John-Paul Ekins, will be performing a mouth-watering
selection of songs by
Debussy, Liszt and Richard
Strauss as well as by British
composers Roger Quilter and
Frank Bridge and Americans, Berstein, Loewe and Rodgers.
Tickets adults £15, under 18s free are available from
Stansted Carpets; Nockolds, Bishop’s Stortford; Sonia Levy
tel 815282 or at the door. For more information about us
please visit our website www.musicatstansted.com
Alan Corbishley

HERTS & SOUL COMMUNITY CHOIR
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!
By special demand the choir will be holding TWO charity
Christmas concerts in St John’s Church on Saturday 7th
December at 7.30pm, with a repeat on Sunday 8th
December at 3.00pm. The programme consists of Christmas
Carols with audience participation and Christmas songs.
Tickets for each concert, are £6 (children under 13 free)
available from St John’s Church Office on 815243 (Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.00am-noon), Ray Smith
on 813270 or any choir member. Mince pies and mulled
wine will be available during the interval on Saturday, with
tea and biscuits on Sunday afternoon.

www.uttlesforde.net

Liz Jennings

1st

On Sunday December the orchestra will be taking part in
two events at the Open Day celebrations of the Saffron Hall,
the new state of the art concert hall and theatre at the
County High School, Saffron Walden. At 12.15pm the
Orchestra will present a programme for children of all ages
to demonstrate the various instruments of the orchestra. At
4.30pm, the Orchestra, together with the Saffron Walden
Choral Society and Granta Chorale will each perform a piece
on their own and then come together in a grand finale of
four short popular classical works for choir and orchestra:
Handel's Zadok the Priest, Dies Irae from Mozart's Requiem,
Faure's Pavane, and Parry's Jerusalem. Tickets are free but
must be booked in advance from the Saffron Hall box office
0845 5487650 or from www.saffronhall.com. Future
Uttlesforde Orchestra concerts in the splendid new Saffron
Hall are on 8th February and 7th June. On 5th April, the
Orchestra is visiting Bishop's Stortford with a concert at the
Rhodes Centre. The Orchestra is most grateful to The Yellow
Car Trust for its support in this exciting new era for the performing arts in the district.
Jonathan Ecclestone
Chair
Tel: 01799 527089

THE CRAFTON ROOM
www.stansteddaycentre.org.uk
The sharp eyed amongst you will have noticed that there
was no article for the Day Centre in November’s edition of
The Link; but despite a catalogue of disasters that prevented
me writing at the time, the true spirit of the Day Centre was
ensuring it was business as usual: volunteers pulling
together and working above and beyond the call of duty,
customers showing patience and understanding and even
my next door neighbour stepping in to give a hand. This fantastic effort really reminded me of what a truly special place
the Day Centre is, where the sense of friendship and community is alive and strong. If you have been putting off coming why not make it your New Year’s Resolution to come for
lunch, still only £5.00 for a home-cooked two course meal,
and we promise you will not be disappointed. Remember
we also cater for special dietary requirements - telephone
or pop in for more details. Please note we are closed from
Tuesday 24th December, opening again on Friday 3rd January
at 10.00am. The next Fish and Chip Friday is at 12.30pm on
31st January (£7.50 per head). Just call to book your place.
Wishing everyone a peaceful Christmas and looking forward
to welcoming you in the New Year

THE PLACE ON THE HILL
The Place will be closed on Christmas Day
and New Year’s day but will be open on
Friday 27th December 9.30am- 12.30pm in
the foyer of the Free Church. All are welcome.

Julie Beck
Centre Manager
Tel: 815091

Marion and Mike Dyer
Tel: 814059
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Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course
3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
Family Orientated Teaching Academy
Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
Children’s Golf Parties

New Function Room for Weddings,
Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

Stortford
Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Children’s Room
Dropdown TV
3 Full Size Snooker Tables
Darts and Pool
Gaming machines
Jukebox & Live Entertainment
Raffles and Bingo

multiroom audio systems
home cinema
surround sound installation
home networking solutions
digital TV and satellite

01279 647227

DRINKS AT LOW PRICES
Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Tel 01279 812992

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care
Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk
Call me for a chat
Deborah Hibbert
M: 07842 125503 H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs
Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!
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HuwJohnson
Club

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

It has been a busy few weeks for the Huw Johnson Club. We
had a very enjoyable evening when the Bishop’s Stortford’s
Ukulele Society came to play for us, which was lots of fun –
we added percussion accompaniment(ish!) and were all up
and dancing by the end. We have also had a bingo night and
a games night, and celebrated Halloween with a fancy dress
competition and disco, with most of the members (and helpers!) unidentifiable in their costumes! In November Bishop’s
Stortford’s Knit and Craft Club are coming along to help us
make some Christmassy gifts; we also have a curling competition and the Stortford Woodwind Band will be playing
some Christmas songs for us. Our Christmas carol concert is
on Friday 13th December at 7.30pm in St John’s Church.
Please do come along – there will be coffee, mince pies and
a raffle afterwards! In January, we are all off to see the
Robin Hood pantomime at Cambridge Arts Theatre, and will
celebrate the New Year with our annual dinner at the
Chequers pub in Ugley … so lots to look forward to! As
always, we are very grateful for the wonderful support we
receive from villagers towards Club. A huge thank you to
everyone who has helped, supported, funded or driven for
the Club in 2013. For more information, please contact
either Sandra on 812627 or myself. On behalf of everyone
at the Huw Johnson Club, we wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Katharine Collis
Tel: 461270

Grave Concerns by Martyn Lockwood
In November a well-attended meeting enjoyed an informative talk by Martyn Lockwood, starting at the beginning of
Christianity through to Graveyards to visit in the modern
world today. Martyn started his presentation by informing
us of the Emperor Constantine, the first Roman emperor to
convert to Christianity. Constantine played an influential
role in the proclamation of the Edict of Milan, which
decreed religious tolerance throughout the empire, and was
the first to use the Chi Rho as his personal
emblem. The Chi Rho is one of the
earliest forms of Christogram, and is used
by some Christians. It invokes the
crucifixion of Jesus, as well as symbolizing
his status as the Christ. Martyn informed
us of the first known Christian burial at
Trumpington Meadows in Cambridge, a
female buried with a Christian emblem, and of St Cedd
known as the apostle of Essex, who founded churches in
Tilbury and Bradwell-on-Sea. Martyn then went into detail
on church buildings, their orientation, the lych gates, church
porches and the sanctuary they provide. Also the
churchyard known as Gods Acre, and why a yew, holly and
mistletoe are often found in church grounds; with whipping
posts, stocks and lock-ups often found very close by. He
finished by informing us of interesting gravestone symbols,
laurel, skull and cross bones, hour glasses as well as many
more, and graveyards to visit that are of significant interest.

PRE-REVOLUTIONARY RUSSIA
A well-structured talk by Judith Moss and David Morson on
9th November was appreciated by many local devotees of
modern history and writings.

Our next meeting is a Christmas evening at 8.00pm on
Thursday 5th December at the Crafton Green Centre, off
Chapel Hill. The subject is 'Hoax, Famous jokes of the 18th
and 19th Centuries' by Jeff Page; all will be welcome. The
January meeting is members only.
Steve Leaney
Tel: 647177

PILOTS
Children from Pilots of Stansted Free Church will present
their Christmas production ‘Jonah and the Whale’, at
4.30pm on 14th December in the Free Church. Pamela
Jenner, the guest artist for the Club is very pleased with the
on-going rehearsals and thinks that all the children are talented enough to improvise much of the play on the day of
the show! Please keep the date free. Recently, Nicola
Grieves, Children’s Youth Development Officer from the
United Reformed Church, led a brief interactive session,
when children shared their thoughts about the ‘best things’
in Pilots. The Club will be holding its usual activities geared
towards the Christmas celebrations on 9th December
6.00pm-7.30pm in the Free Church Hall. We meet one
Monday a month and children aged five years and above,
are welcome to join; please call Valerie on 813433 or email
me. Regular updates are on
www.facebook.com/pages/Stansted-Pilots.
Sanjukta Ghosh
Email: sanjukta@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Photo by Sean Clark

A follow-up session on the Post-Revolutionary years is
planned for February or March. Watch this space.
Derek Honour
Tel: 647213

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
Saturday 21st December
for all your Christmas goodies

Saturday 18th January
Ugley Village Hall
10.00am-12 noon
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Airport Transfers
Theatre Nights
Restaurants

Friendly & Reliable Service
Executive Cars at competitive rates
AIRPORTS – STATIONS – WEDDINGS – PARCEL SERVICE
ANY DISTANCE – ANY TIME

Ring 07973 635143
Peter Isherwood

E-mail: j.and.r.cars@btinternet.com

pete.isherwood@idrivercars.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870231
Mob: 07760 754935
or 07802 734518

Heathrow, Gatwick, City
& Luton Airports

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY

SDS INSTALLATIONS LTD

First & second fix carpentry
Site & bench joinery
Extensions & building projects
Kitchens
Wooden flooring
Decking design & construction
No job too big or too small

Office 01279 812101
Mobile 07525 061661

Aerial and Satellite Services
Foreign Satellite Systems - CCTV - Extra TV Points
Sky Link Ups - Phone Points - Home Signal Distribution
Wall Mounted Plasma / LCD Screens
Cables Supplied and Hidden
Alan Smith
50 Sunnyside
Stansted
Essex CM24 8AX

Email: gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor

01279 279 012
07771 881 042
sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
www.sdsinstallations.com

LOCAL GLAZIERS

Friendly Family-Run Business

With over 35 years in the glazing industry

Repairs to Double Glazing
All Windows and Doors
Locks, Hinges & Handles
Glasses

Broken windows & doors replaced same day
Hinges & handles fitted
Catflaps fitted
Made to measure splashbacks & mirrors
Roof panes & conservatory panes replaced
And much more...

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

01279 739131

w: www.aaranglass.co.uk

e: info@aaranglass.co.uk

FAMILY NEWS (LONDIS)
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

ANTIQUES RESTORATION

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines

over 30 years experience

(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available
Wide variety of greeting cards, sweets, drinks & confectionary

All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing
Fully Insured, Free Estimates, No V.A.T.
Tel: 01920 821973
e.mail: peter.worby@tesco.net
www.peterworby.co.uk

We deliver 7 days a week

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 5.30pm; Sun 5.30am - 1.30pm

JOHN

Village Antique Clock Repair
&
Sympathetic Restoration Services

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

NAWCC and AHS member since 1975

Bespoke Jewellery

Knives & Tools Sharpened • Quality Clocks Bought & Sold

G. Cox

WILSON

Old Gold Bought for Cash

Tel 07595 180 138

Mobile:
Workshop:

gcoxuk@gmail.com
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07900 931 910
01279 647 878

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOE BOX PACKING

Nearly 230 children in Ukraine and Belarus will
have a box of lovely presents to open at
Christmas thanks to the generosity of people in
Stansted and Bishop’s Stortford.
As well as the shoe boxes from St Theresa’s
Church and those packed at the Free Church, we
also sent woolly hats and gloves to the Harlow
warehouse. Colourful stripy hats will be the
accessory of choice in the cold winter of these two
Eastern European countries.

Thank you to everyone who gave gifts and helped
to pack the boxes, and to the many knitters. We
also had enough financial contributions to cover
the cost of shipping for all the boxes.
We are very pleased that once again the
community has supported Operation Christmas
Child to bring joy to children in more deprived
parts of the world. Thank you.
Catherine Dean 813579
Helen Baker 814865
Eileen Quinn 812109

Photographs by Sean Clark
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Carpet Fitter
Carpets & Soft Flooring

EST. 1969

For a quotation please call

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS
ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: peter@stanstedcarpets.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181
DAVID DUNCAN DECORATING SERVICES
All aspects of Decorating
Interior & Exterior
All types of Paperhanging

mwr interiors
Specialists in Painting and Decorating
High Quality Painting Service
We offer basic painting and decorating through to
specialist finishes, furniture painting and colour mixing.
We also have a large portfolio of heritage work
sympathetic to older buildings.

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Public Liability Insurance
Over 30 years’ experience

Fully Qualified, 20 years experience

Tel: Matthew 07941 293365

Please tel: 07956 563 943
Email: duncan_dj@hotmail.com

Stansted 01279 899846

Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience.
Our services cover:

Internal Decorating External Painting
Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
References available
Wood floor lacquering
Free detailed quotations available

Call...
Andy Richardson

Office: 01279 817282
Mobile: 07980 439924

email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

Painting & Decorating
Lesley Anne

All sized jobs considered

Interior & Exterior
From one room to complete house
Competitive rates and references
Free Estimates & Advice

Please call Simon for a quote
01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk
Stansted based

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

T. F. PLASTERING

Perfect Plastering
Services

All aspects undertaken including:

Re-skimming
Coving
Rendering
Pebble Dashing
Floor Screeding

All Aspects Undertaken
Clean, Reliable Service
Free Estimates

Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 814089 Mob 07793 887198
mfreemanperfectplastering@gmail.com

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.

For a free estimate call Terry
Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036
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GUESS WHO I AM
STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A

I was born an only child in Harpenden, Herts and went to
Wheathampstead and Kimpton Primary schools before
going on to St Albans High School for Girls at the age of
nine. I did 6th form at Hatfield Technical College before
moving on to a London University to study for a Dental
degree.

www.stanstedu3a.org
The December meeting will be on Thursday 12th when we
will be meeting informally to have a pre-Christmas tea or
coffee, mince pie and a Christmas Quiz. There will also be a
Christmas Raffle. On Thursday 15th January Kerry Taber is
talking about 'My Life in Ladies' Underwear'... Both meetings are at 1.30pm for 2.00 pm in St John’s Church Hall.

My first job was between Tech and University as a laboratory assistant at Rothampsted Experimental Station in
Harpenden. After qualifying, I worked at a dental hospital in
London before moving to Cheshire, where I married and
lived for 40 years. As well as looking after my two sons, I
worked for the School Dental Services and then in a general
family dental practice in Warrington.

A number of our members attended the third Essex Association of U3A’s Study Day in Maldon. It was very well
attended as over 300 U3A members from all over Essex had
applied. There were 19 activities on offer, including Astronomy, Art, Botany, Maths, Patchwork, Singing, Drama and
Line Dancing and all for only £10 for the day. What a bargain! Our members really enjoyed their chosen activities
and the chance to meet members of other Essex U3As.

I have lived in Stansted for five years having decided on
retirement to return ‘down south’ as all my family had
moved away. I chose Stansted because of its airport, rail
link and very friendly atmosphere. My hobbies include
walking and gardening (I have been placed in the Stansted in
Bloom twice) and I am an active member of more than one
local organisation including the History Society and the U3A.
I also enjoy helping out with fundraising and functions at St
Mary’s Church, and driving my little blue sports car who I
call Molly! Another passion is long haul travel and I have
visited the west coast of the USA, China and Sri Lanka.

Phantom of the Opera Oh, the music of the night! Over 30
members went to a fabulous performance at Her Majesty’s
Theatre - one of London’s oldest theatres. We strolled
through Piccadilly, wandered (and wondered) through the
Burlington Arcade and lunched in a good old English pub.
We had excellent seats in the theatre and were wowed by
amazing voices and the enchanting music of Andrew Lloyd
Webber - a truly great day out.

Claim To Fame? I cruised on the Costa Concordia just after
it was launched - but not with the last captain! Guess Who I
Am!

Happy Days Dance
Members were moving and a-groovin’ earlier this month to
music from the 50s and 60s. Suzanne deservedly won the
prize for best dressed dancer. Memories were evoked by
the Beatles, the Rolling Stones numbers and our very own
U3A songbirds, Vintage Velvet, namely Maggie and Jan.
They sang golden oldies which included, 'Under the Broadwalk', Kathy Kirby’s 'Secret Love' and some Abba hits.
Again, a great night was had by all.

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Stuart Veitch was the speaker at our recent meeting and
what a very lively entertaining speaker he was. His subject was his recent visit to Nepal. He had been fascinated by the area for 60 years, ever since the conquering
of Mount Everest in fact. In the space of just 45 minutes,
which went by all too quickly, he gave us a guided tour of
Nepal and its people using his brilliant digital images to
illustrate it. We almost felt that we were there but without the effort of the climb! He explained that there were
6,800 steps to climb to the tea house that he and his fellow travellers stayed in! Surprisingly walking boots were
not required, as most of the mountain paths were paved
because they are the main roads. He showed us beautiful
views of Fish Tail mountain, a mountain that is preserved
for the Gods - and some of the flora and fauna including
jacaranda trees and cigar plants. There is, however,
another side to this beautiful area and he explained that
the situation for women and children was pretty dire.
Trafficking was rife and between 10 and 15,000 girls are
sold into domestic, sex and factory work each year. A
very sobering thought and one that made us realise how
lucky we were to have the freedom to meet up once a
month. At our meeting on 4th December, we will be
entertained by a magician. Why not come and join us?
We meet in Ugley Village Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month at 2.15pm. You would be most welcome.

2014
The Scottish trip in April 2014 is now full.
February heralds Eternal Love at the Cambridge Arts
Theatre, about Abelard embarking on an affair with his student Heloise, which became the scandal of the age.
Cherry (tel 817140) would like to know the interest from the
Arts Theatre Group to attend 'An Evening with Pam Ayres'
for May next year. Do you remember the poem entitled
‘They should have asked my husband’ which struck a chord
with many women in the audience? Pam Ayres has a
unique talent to amuse; her humour is gentle, warm and
built on observations of life that we can all relate to.
Watch this space for the Secret London outing. Visit our
website for full details of this and other activities or contact
Chris (Chair) on 817587 or Sandra (Secretary) on 814304.
Caroline Bore

GUESS WHO I AM - ANSWER
Jenny Wraith - secretary of Stansted
Evening W I.

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922
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ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Stansted Electric

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

From fitting a light …… to a complete rewire

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification
of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED. ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.
For a Free Estimate

Phone Jim on 07921 908214
Telephone: 01279 816399
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

STEVE KING
STANSTED GAS SERVICES

07956 855328 01279 817581
Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.
Installation of Bathrooms and Showers

.

Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

This could be
YOUR ad here
Only £145 for 9 editions

N EWMAN ’S
PlumELQJ+eaWLQJ(Oectrical

Please call Marion & Mike on 814059
for more details or visit
www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

Kitchens&ORakrooms%athrooms6KRZers

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437

PlumELQJ +eating

JONES & CO
Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance
Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

in partnership with
Local, reliable and friendly plumbing firm

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760
Email djonesco@talktalk.net

heating and plumbing engineer

Mobile: 07831 233681

Phillip Knight
Luke Johnson

07985 640650
07845 315953

ZZZOMRKQsonplumELQJcom

REGISTER

537856

www.ks-group.org Email: info@ks-group.org
Mob: 07810 876951 Tel: 01279 817011
KS Group Services include:
Boiler Service/Installation ~ Landlord Certificates
Plumbing ~ Bathrooms ~ Gas Appliance Servicing
Saniflo Installation ~ Power Flushing
Leaks ~ Bursts ~ Blockages
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CHRISTMAS AND PETS
I love Christmas! I love getting together with family, choosing presents; seeing the shops are bright and sparkly and
people are in good moods and wearing silly hats. I love it
that you have family traditions and do the same things
every year. One of those traditions in the Pedler household
seems to be treating overindulgent Labradors with upset
tummies from eating too much turkey and making dogs sick
that have managed to sneak off with the box of Christmas
chocolates and have a quiet feast behind the sofa! It got me
wondering whether we should have a few health warnings
for animals over the festive period. Something along the
lines of ‘keep all mince pies out of the reach of Labradors’ or
‘erect Christmas tree at own risk if cats in the house.’
There’s a great spoof health and safety risk assessment that
has done the rounds on the internet the last couple of
years, and here is part of it:

November was a fun-filled month; our Halloween Messy
Play took place with no electricity in St John's Church Hall
due to the very strong winds that morning, but that didn’t
stop the children having lots of fun making skeletons, masks,
ghosts and mummies. With no spooky Halloween music we
improvised on the party games but ‘What’s The Time Mrs
Witch’ was a great twist to a classic! Our Christmas Make
and Do gave children an opportunity to make Christmas gifts
for friends and family and for mums to do a bit of shopping
at the same time, and as always the event was a success.

While provision has also been made for remote monitoring
of flocks by CCTV cameras from a centrally heated shepherd
observation hut, all users of this facility are reminded that
an emergency response plan must be submitted to account
for known risks to the flocks. The Angel of the Lord is additionally reminded that, prior to shining his/her glory all
around, she/he must confirm that all shepherds are wearing
appropriate Personal Protective Equipment to account for
the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and the overwhelming
effects of Glory. While it is acknowledged that gift bearing is
a common practice in various parts of the world, particularly
the Orient, everyone is reminded that the bearing of gifts is
subject to Hospitality Guidelines and all gifts must be registered. This applies regardless of the individual, even royal
personages. It is particularly noted that direct gifts of currency or gold are specifically precluded, while caution is
advised regarding other common gifts such as aromatic
resins that may evoke allergic reactions. Finally, in the recent
case of the infant found tucked up in a manger without any
crib for a bed, Social Services have been advised and will be
arriving shortly.

If you are reading this and are pregnant or have recently had
a baby, we would love to invite you to our regular coffee
mornings held in the village every week. They will give you a
perfect opportunity to meet other new mums and their
babies in Stansted and create a network of friends and
support which is invaluable at this precious time, please
email me for further details. All our events are for members
and non-members, and December events are below:

STANSTED NCT

Our children’s Christmas Party is 3.00pm-5.30pm on Friday
20th December in St John's Church Hall, with a visit from a
very special man all dressed in red! Please bring with you a
named, wrapped present for the party where we will have
Christmas crafts, party food and games. Babies to KS1
children are all welcome; cost £3 child or £5 family. Please
let me know if you plan to come so that we can provide
enough food for all. If little ones, or big ones want to dress
up please feel free!

Friday 6th December 10.00am-11.30am For all pre-schoolers
Tea and Toys, St John's Church Hall
Friday 6th December 8.00pm For all parents and carers
Christmas Night Out. Email me for venue details
Friday 20th December 3.00pm-5.30pm For all ages
Christmas Party, St John's Church Hall,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257
Email: annasedgbeer@yahoo.co.uk

Have a Happy Christmas everyone!
Ilse Pedler
Mercer & Hughes Veterinary Surgeons

FOREST HALL SCHOOL
For this year’s Charity Fortnight Falcon House supported the
Trussell Trust Foodbanks, which provides food packages to
people living below the poverty line. Falcon ran a ‘Smoothie
Factory’ at lunchtime and various competitions, ending with
a 'Lunchtime Bonanza,' featuring student-led stalls, and a
fantastic £135 was raised during the fortnight. Over 300
items of food were also collected, which were taken to
Harlow Food Bank. Five Year 11 students spent a week
experiencing working life at Stansted Airport as part of an
education initiative set up by the airport, enjoying a behind
the scenes look at some of the most exciting careers
Stansted Airport has to offer. The Christmas Concert is at
7.00pm on 11th December, and the Key Stage 3 Christmas
Service is on 18th December in St Mary’s Church.
Victoria Owen
Tel: 813384

Thirty people attended the recent quiz. Congratulations to
the winning team: Maureen and Melvin Caton, Catherine
and Alan Dean, David Richardson and John Hudson.

Photo by Sean Clark

Rory Gleeson
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S.E.PURSE

K.A.HOWARD
UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION
LIMITED
• Complete Building Services • Reactive Maintenance • Build Project Works

WOODSIDE BUILDERS LTD

• Painting & Decorating • M&E Services • Bespoke Projects • Carpentry Services

Extensions ~ Refurbs
All Building Work Undertaken

M. 07540 145413 t. 01279 814097
e. mark@uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

Tel: Keith 07709 313147 or Steve 0771 617208

www.uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

A.C.WRIGHT
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

All Aspects of Drainage Work
No Call Out fee
24hr Emergency Service
Senior Citizen Discounts
All Work Guaranteed

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

Call Free: 0800 955 2111 Mobile: 07956 843 289
Email: info@rodingsdrainage.com
www.rodingsdrainage.com

CLIFFORD BUILDING
SERVICES
Honest and Reliable
Over 30 years’ Experience

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

All Building Work Undertaken

Tel 01279 812792

Call Tom on 07526 824777

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

STANSTED

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Property Maintenance Painter

Fencing
Driveways
Gravel Gardens
Shed Bases
Houses Painted
Gutter Cleaning Repairs
Plaster Repairs
Wheelchair Ramps
Garden Gates Made to Size

Bishop’s Stortford 01279 654555
Edmonton 0208 807 3712

Patios
Concreting
Brickwork
Shed Roof Repairs
All Building Work
Garage Door Repairs
Flat Roofing
Pressure Washing

30 years experience in the building trade
Call Steve Lambert for a reliable & local service

Qualified & Insured No job too small

01279 814716

07712619508

srlambert41@googlemail.com

www.lambertbuildingservices.co.uk

FREE QUOTES Tel: 07831 589763

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects
Turn ideas into reality .....
Residential
Industrial
Leisure
Interior Design
Commercial
Project Management
Space Planning
Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Mike Hibbs & Sebastian Walsh
53 High Street Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1AR

Telephone 01799 523660
Fax 01799 520651
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

01279 816040 www.barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

36

gency tree surgery team was assembled to clear some of the
worst hit areas, especially those which are used most by our
visitors. Our efforts paid off and the Forest was partially
opened to the public on Wednesday, with a lot of work still
remaining. Tree surgery is ongoing in order to make the
Forest safe; however large parts of the Forest still pose a
threat to the general public so remain shut. The worst hit
areas appear to be gravel pit coppice, with many of the
ancient coppice stools and pollards within sustaining heavy
limb damage, a lot of which still require attention.

The storm of 28th October, attributed to the unfortunate St
Jude, was widely forecast but fell short of the memorable
blows of 2002, 1990 and of course 1987. Nevertheless it left
its mark, particularly on Peter's carpet shop. That beech
tree was among Stansted's finest but still being in near-full
leaf and open to the SW it paid the price (but not of the
repairs). Such storms coming at one or two decade intervals
have ever been Nature's way of culling infirm trees and
should be seen as a violent natural phenomenon with a silver lining. The important lesson is to avoid being near large
trees in high winds.

Unfortunately a 250 year old Black Walnut, the only one in
the Forest, which we believe to have been planted during
the ownership of the Houblon family, was lost during the
storm. On a positive note, storms naturally veteranise our
trees, catering for some of the species that make Hatfield
Forest such a unique environment. As a result of this a lot of
the veteranisation work that would be undertaken is no
longer required, saving the Trust money and time. We hope
to return Hatfield back to normal operation soon, although
this is dependant on how much damage is still remaining, a
lot of which we have yet to find.
Tom Swinburn
Visitor Experience Ranger
Tel: 870678

Photograph by David Manley

Otherwise the most noticeable feature of the past month
has been the return of garden birds although not in the
quantities of recent years. This paucity may be a consequence of an inhospitable spring. Bird numbers fluctuate
sharply so, providing that the coming winter does not produce extremes there is a good chance of better broods in
2014. Strong autumn leaf colour often follows hot summers
so hopefully the natural auxins will perform well. First signs
are encouraging. The dreaded chalara disease of ash trees
has scarcely reached this area, so the strong yellow foliage
of this and native maple have given us cheer. A notable
absence this year is the holly berry - another quite natural
occurrence. Pyracantha has fruited well so judicious pruning could provide Yuletide colour, but, please, not to excess!
Free-growing privet can produce an attractive show of purple fruit so an untamed specimen is an asset, not only to the
pigeons. Am I alone in not welcoming their greater numbers? Strangely no hawk or falcon has yet multiplied in the
numbers necessary to limit their increase.
Derek Honour

LAST MONTH IN THE NEWS
We learned that a huge storm battered Stansted, leaving thousands of homes without power. Winds of up to
80mph caused extensive damage to overhead power
lines, major disruption on the roads and railways and
left uprooted trees and broken branches lying across
several roads in the village (photo opposite). Forest
Hall Park has a new ‘urban green space’. ‘Rochford
Square’, adjacent to St Mary’s Primary School, has been
created to provide residents with ‘tree-lined walkways’
and open-air seating.
Stansted Business Forum has launched a food voucher
scheme for Stansted families experiencing financial
hardship. £20 vouchers will be distributed through
schools and other agencies in December for spending in
local food shops. The Arriva SX Connect, the StanstedHarlow service we reported as ‘improved’ in last
month’s Link has in fact REDUCED its 510 service
through Forest Hall in Stansted from three buses per
hour to two and just an hourly off-peak evening weekend service.

HATFIELD FOREST SNIPPETS
The storm of Monday 28th October was particularly violent
when it came to Hatfield Forest. Shortly after the storm hit,
power was lost to both the lake area and the Estate office.
Despite this a survey was undertaken to assess the damage
to the most heavily used areas of the Forest. It revealed that
the damage was extensive and widespread, which required
immediate attention. The morning of Tuesday an emer-

Source: Herts and Essex Observer
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GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

Call Scott on 01279 899 005 or
07968 121 016 for a free consultation
References available. Fully insured.

Tel 01279 817739
Mobile 07778 049063

website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping undertaken including
fencing, paving, turfing, pruning & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945 / 01279 507255
Registered waste carrier

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Gill Owen Gardening Services
Most Aspects of Garden Work
Grass Cutting
Pressure Washing
Any tasks considered – try me!

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

No job too small - call me today
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

Welding & Fabrication of Gates, Railings and
other Metalwork for Domestic & Industrial Purposes

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional
service. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and
hedge care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Telephone: 07968 168 434
Unit 2A Wrights Yard, Top Road,
Wimbish Green, Nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2XJ

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk
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ing. We have written to our MP to ask him to support the
idea of charging for plastics bags in supermarkets to try and
lessen the amount of plastic rubbish. It seems to have made
a difference in Wales.

Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute
What a lovely way to start the autumn with a talk on Beatrix
Potter and the Lake District, illustrated with the most beautiful photographs. Our Speaker, Dudley Chignall, assured me
that his photos were taken with a digital camera, which happened to be the same as I use, but his skill is somewhat
greater I feel! Beatrix Potter was born in Kensington and
lived in London, but always had small animals as pets and
learnt to draw them when young. Educated privately, she
and her brother were taken to Scotland and the Lake District
for holidays and her artistic talent was recognised early on.
She published 'The Tale of Peter Rabbit' privately in 1901
and a year later it was published by Frederick Warne & Co.
She became engaged to the editor, Norman Warne despite
parental disapproval, but he died suddenly shortly after. She
moved to Sawrey near Ambleside in 1905 and bought Hill
Top Cottage. She gradually purchased additional farms and
land in order to preserve the hill country from developers. In
1913 she married William Heelis, a local solicitor and they
enjoyed 30 years of marriage. She used many real locations
for her book illustrations and our speaker tracked them
down and was able to re-create her pictures by superimposing Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddleduck, Mrs Tiggywinkle,
Jeremy Fisher and many more into their rightful habitats –
magic! Dudley, with his dog Kelly, has walked for miles in the
places that Beatrix knew and loved, and all her property and
land was left to the National Trust after her death in 1943.
Her ashes were scattered in a secret location by one of her
shepherds.

For our December Meeting on 12th in the Day Centre at
7.45pm we will have a talk by Anita Sacket ‘Christmas
Around the World’; come and join us! On 9th January, same
time, same place we will be entertained by local opera
singer, Emily Yarrow.
Judy Colliver
President
Tel: 812470

MOUNTFITCHET GARDEN CLUB
www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk
At the November meeting Mr Peter Jackson of Scotsdales
Nursery brought along a selection of lovely houseplants. He
explained that like plants grown outside in the garden the
maxim, ‘right plant, right place’ applies inside too! Orchids
were once prized by enthusiasts who raided the wild to
gather plants. Nowadays they are grown in test tubes and
available to all at a reasonable price. When buying orchids
remember that plants in clear pots need their roots in light
as in the wild they would grow high up in trees (ie a
phalaenopsis orchid). Special glass pots, in an assortment
of colours to match room colour schemes have now been
produced to place these light-loving plants into. The pots
are made with ’wine bottle’ style bases, which enables
water to drain away allowing humidity to be formed around
the plant by this excess liquid. Orchids sold in opaque
flower pots would normally be found growing in the earth
and can be put into a ceramic plant pot. Some of the popular ‘foliage only’ plants are now available in a wide range of
colour and leaf patterns, eg the traditional red poinsettias
can now be found with pink and white leaf bracts. Carnivorous and sensitive plants are popular too - children and
apparently their dads love these types of plants - although
force-feeding a Venus Fly Trap is not recommended!! One
side effect of growing houseplants, Mr Jackson explained, is
that they help clear the air in your home, boosting humidity
levels, absorbing toxins and generally creating a feeling of
calm and well-being. However you must remember to keep
them fed, watered and dust-free. A lively question and
answer session followed the talk and many of the plants
brought along to show have now found new homes in
Stansted Mountfitchet!

The tree which was mentioned in last month’s editorial, a
Norwegian maple, was planted by our WI for the ‘plant a
tree in ‘73’ campaign. It had a rather chequered career; the
first one (a copper beech) died in 1975 and was replaced.
That one blew down, was replaced but died later the same
year, and so it is perhaps a triumph that the Norway maple
lasted until 2013. Derek Honour checked it for us some time
ago and reported that it had a dangerous split and that
branches needed to be removed. Standing on Parish Council
land, approval was needed for any work done. They
informed me recently that it was diseased and needed to be
cut down, which of course it was. We are hoping that it will
be possible to replace it in the future.

4th December: Members’ ‘Bring and Share’ Christmas Party
including ‘A South Seas Journey’ by Paul Emberton.
Dates for your new 2014 Diaries!!!
Please note – There is no meeting in January.
5th February: ‘Pests and Diseases in the Garden’, Mr Thady
Barrett. Green Bowl Competition - a photograph of
‘Through the Archway’ – one entry per person
5th March: ‘365 Days in the Life of a Bulb’, Mr Paul Harrison.
On behalf of the Mountfitchet Garden Club, may I take this
opportunity to wish all the readers and editorial staff of The
Link magazine …. ‘A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Prosperous and Peaceful 2014’.
Maralyn Harris
Tel: 07919 478144

We will be having a stall at the Christmas Fayre again this
year and hope that people will enter the mince-pie and
Xmas table-decoration competitions which we are organis-

Did you find all the presents? There are 32.
Have a very happy Christmas!
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E N V I R O N M E N T A L

S E R V I C E S

LINO THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS

TELEPHONE

01279 812910

L I N O T H O M A S. T H E G R E E N S B U I L D I N G , C A M B R I D G E R O A D,
S TA N S T E D M O U N T F I C H E T, E S S E X C M 2 4 8 B Z

www.h2oplants.co.uk

W W W. L I N O T H O M A S H A I R D R E S S I N G . C O . U K

Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery
Stansted Mountfitchet
01279 813780
80 Cambridge Road Stansted
Essex CM24 8DA

Saffron Walden
01799 522082/521406

Great Dunmow
01371 872 836

14 Radwinter Road

Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate

Saffron Walden Essex CB11 3JB

Great Dunmow, CM6 1HD

 FREE NURSE CLINICSNURSE ON SITE 24 HOURS LARGE ANIMAL AND EQUINE WORK
 HOSPITALISATION FACILITIES,1-HOUSE LABORATOR< ULTRASOUND
 ENDOSCOPE DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHIC FACILITIES
IN-HOUSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

Opening Hours:
Tue
9 am - 9 pm
Wed - Fri 9 am - 6 pm
Sat
9 am - 4.30
1 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN
Tel: 01279 817899

email: honourlandscapes@aol.com
web: www.honourlandscape.co.uk

Visit us on facebook

