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Don’t Move - Improve!

If you are trying to sell your house at the moment and
can’t, RETHINK, stay where you are, and improve on
what you have.

What about a Conservatory..... Or New Windows?

e  Available in a wide range of colours and styles
e  Tailor-made to your requirements
e  Full independently backed 10 year guarantee

Here’s what some of our customers say about us:

‘The practical knowledge and craftsmanship they demonstrated
exceeded our high expectations’ Mr S, Elsenham

‘I was particularly impressed with how your team worked,
causing minimal disruption to our busy family life, cleaning up
as they went’ Mr G, Stansted

Call us NOW for FREE Underfloor Heating
in your new Conservatory (RRP £600.00).
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I'Home Cooked Dishes
Locally SoureedIngfédints
Menu Changed Daily

Lunch 12-2:30 PM Dinner 6:00 PM till late

Booking advisable

Tel: 01279 850347 .
Or see our Web-Site www.cockinnhenhanmiico.uk

Bada Bing !

Ristorante talltawno

Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Lunch
Bookings recommended

Peter and Angie Ruggiero
present to you the
true taste of Italy in Stansted

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Stone Baked Pizzas
Ruggiero Family Pasta dishes
Speciality Meat, Poultry and Fish dishes

All our food is prepared on the premises

A family restaurant for all to enjoy
Tel: 01279 817177 Fax: 01279 813866

30 Lower Street Stansted CM24 8LP
www.badabingstansted.com
Email: badabingstansted@aol.com

Monday 6 pm - 10.30 pm
Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 3 pm and 6 pm - midnight
Sunday Breakfast 10 am - 11 am and Lunch noon - 7 pm
Professional Event Management - Catering for all Outside Events
Christmas Party Nights at Bada Bing! Please contact us for details
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Editorial

The 'Link' has received an Award of Merit from the Essex Rural Community
Council for 2009. We are of course delighted and regard it as an acknowledge-
ment of our contributors' efforts as well as that of the Production Team.

Although space in the magazine is always at a premium, we are aware that good
photographs can bring people and places to life better than words. This was demon-
strated when Tudor Owen presented his ‘blog’ on the refurbishment of the Windmill
at the Millers AGM in March, so we invite readers to send in their pictures of other
folk and events. We cannot guarantee to publish all that we receive but it would be
great to have a selection.

Stansted's patience is being tested just now by lack of information on the Health Cen-
tre and the re-location of St Mary's School. Most people realise that these issues can
be complex, but there seems to be a protracted web of mystique, both within official-
dom and in the negotiating process.We look with some envy at Great Dunmow which,
with a similar population, has a fine medical centre and central parking. Our Parish
Council is seeking a comprehensive use of Crafton Green when the elusive health
centre arrives, but can at least part of the present school site be retained for communal
benefit?

Let us hope that spring will bring light and warmth.

CIRCULATION:

The Link is delivered free to
2700 homes and businesses in
Stansted Mountfitchet.

Further copies may be
purchased for 50p each or
£5.00 for the year.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred) to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:

5 Greenfields, Stansted
CM24 8AH

please note new address

by noon on 11th April
for the May issue

by noon on 11th May
for the June issue
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

I once heard of a group of people who were listening to the story of Jesus for the very first time. They heard about his birth as a
baby, his growing to manhood, his teaching, and the miracles and healings he performed. They were captivated by this amazing
story and demanded to hear what happened next, but were then astonished to hear how this incredible man was taken prisoner and
put to death. Their excitement turned to disappointment as they discovered that he had died like everyone else. They shook their
heads and began to walk away. “Wait!” called the person telling the story, “There’s more!” and he went on to tell them how Jesus
who had died could not be held by death but rose again, and walked and talked with his followers. And how he could be known
by all who turn to him today.

The message of the resurrection is that “There’s more!” Life is not just about survival, it’s not just about success or status. The
cynic would have us believe that the game of life is won by those who end it with the most toys. The resurrection of Jesus shows
us that when the toys go back in the cupboard life has only just begun. That it is not about winners or losers, but about those who
play the game well. On Easter morning Christians greet one another with the words “Christ is Risen!” In doing so they proclaim
that the world is more than its outward appearance and that this life can be for all people the beginning of life eternal. That
because of the resurrection of Jesus, there’s more for each one of us. May God bless you and make that new life be real to you
this Easter-time. -
Paul Wilkin

Rector of the United Benefice

of Stansted Mountfitchet,
with Birchanger and Farnham

i@j HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES d:

St John's (Church of England) Stansted Free Church (Methodist/URC)
Palm Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 28th March

8.00am Holy Communion 10.30am Service

9.20am Palm Sunday procession from Church Hall for Good Friday 2nd April

9.30am Liturgy of Palm Sunday 10.30am Service

Monday 29th March
8.30am Morning Prayer
5.00pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 30th March

Easter Day 4th April
10.30am Easter Day communion

St Theresa's (Roman Catholic)

8.30am Morning Prayer 2?;5‘ rdayl\i7th March
5.00pm Evening Prayer HUpm - VIass
7.30pm Stations of the Cross Palm Sunday 28th March
Wednesday 31st March ?boggm anl(\i/l
9.00am Morning Prayer ~vam  Mass
10.00am Holy Communion Tuesday 30th March
5.00pm  Evening Prayer 7.30pm Penitential Service
Maundy Thursday 1st April Maundy Thursday 1st April
11.00am Blessing of Oils and Renewal of Ordination 8.00pm Mass of the Last Supper
Promises at Chelmsford Cathedral Watching before the Sacrament until 11.00pm

5.00pm Evening Prayer . .
8.00pm Maundy Thursday Communion Good Friday 2nd April
followed by The Watch (until midnight) 9.45am for

) ) 10.00am Family Service
Good Friday 2nd April 3.00pm Passion of Our Lord
9.30am Good Friday Project 4.15pm  Walk of Witness - St Theresa's to St John's
Birchanger Church open for quiet prayer 12 noon to 2.00pm
2.00pm- Holy Saturday 3rd April
3.00pm The Last Hour at Birchanger Church 8.00pm  Easter Vigil
Easter Eve 3rd April Easter Sunday 4th April
8.00pm Easter Vigil 9.00am and

10.30am Mass

Easter Day 4th April

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30 Eucharist . .
am Sung Eucharls Quakers (Society of Friends)
Sunday 27th March and Sunday 4th April
10.30am Meeting for Worship
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All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
Tel: 815243
Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Administrator: Mrs Elizabeth Jennings
Website: www.stansted.net/stjohns

Rector: Rev’d Paul Wilkin

Tel: 812203

Email: paulwilkin@iname.com
Assistant Rev'd Giles Tulk
Curate: Tel: 817155

Email: stansted.curate@googlemail.com

Director of Lorraine Everett

Music: Email: church.music@stansted.net
Church Hall  Joy Lambe
Bookings: Tel: 817937

Email: joy@popcornwebdesign.co.uk

St John’s Diary

Sunday

8.00am  Said Holy Communion

9.30am  Worship 4 All (Ist Sunday)

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (2nd -
4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday

8.30am Morning Prayer There are services of
Holy Communion on
the first Tuesdays and
Wednesdays of the
month in Norman
Court, Hargrave House
and Broome End
Nursing Homes.

Tuesday
9.00am St John's Tots

Wednesday
9.00am  Morning Prayer
10.00am Holy Communion

Saturday
9.00am  Morning Prayer

Monday-Friday
5,00pm Evening Prayer

From the Registers
February
Baptisms
21st Rory Christophe Patrick Hardman
Funerals
9th Grace Cooper, age 97 - at St John's
22nd Frances Mary Cope, age 89 - at
Parndon Wood

GOOD FRIDAY PROJECT

Good Friday is almost upon us and we’re nearing the time
when, if we haven’t done it, it won’t be done! The drama is
written, the songs have been chosen, the props and costumes
have been designed and the children have filled in their
application forms.
All we require now is
for all our helpers to
turn up on the day,
and for the children
to come prepared to
have fun. If you
haven’t already
volunteered, how
much fun you’ll have
on Good Friday will
depend on when you are reading this. If you’re sitting down
after your Easter Sunday lunch, it’s all over and you’ve
missed out — if you get your new edition of the 'Link' before
the end of the month, there may still be time to become
involved. Ihope that’s clear!

This year’s production is entitled ‘The Road’, and we will be
telling the story of Jesus’ road from his birth in Bethlehem to
his death and Resurrection in Jerusalem through drama, art,
music and dance. We start at 9.30am (that early!) with regis-
tration and setting the scene with the story; and then we will
be splitting into groups who will take part in each of the
activities in turn so everyone gets to do everything. There
will be art — time to splodge paint on to scenery and make
props; there will be crafts - making smaller items which fill
in the details; there will be music - learning new songs and a
bit of dance; there will be drama, acting out the story; and
last, but not least a chance to dress up so you can really be
the characters in the story. So if you’re up for a bit of fun,
contact me and I will let you know how you can be involved
in the Stansted event of the year.

Janet Wilkin
Tel: 812203

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

There are still some numbers available for the 300 Club at a
cost of £2 per month for the chance to win one of three prizes
each month of £25, £50 and £100 and two Super Draws per
year of £200 each. The Club is due to commence on 1st May
so, if you haven’t yet booked your number(s) and would like
to do so, please contact Francine Cope on 814562 or
Rosemary Thomson on 815551 as soon as possible to obtain
an application form.

Francine Cope

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

We are holding a St George's Day supper on Saturday 24th
April in St John's Church Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. There is
to be a delicious meal with food prepared by Pocknell Cater-
ing plus some true English entertainment, usual raffle and
bring your own drinks. Tickets £13
each, available from any member of
the Social Committee or the Church
Office. Proceeds to The Children's
Society.
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Ministers

STANSTED FREE CHURCH
Methodist / URC
Chapel Hill
www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uR

Rev’d Allen Morton
Tel: 757635
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Rev’d David Mullins

Tel: 654475

minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk
Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for April
2nd  10.30am Rev’d David Mullins - Good Friday
4th  10.30am Rev’d Allen Morton
Easter Day Communion
11th 10.30am Rev’d Claire Heald
18th 10.30am Ken Mark
25th  10.30am Denis Walker

Organ Recital

At 7.30pm on Saturday 10th April, Brian Heald (son-in-law
of Phyllis Harrison) will be giving an organ recital in the
Church. Brian is a very accomplished organist and plays in
Chester Cathedral and churches in the Chester Methodist
Circuit. His programme includes a wide variety of music
including Bach’s Toccata & Fugue in D minor and Widor’s
Toccata (5™ Symphony) as well as transcriptions of popular
melodies. This is an event not to be missed. All proceeds to
Methodist Homes. Entry is by ticket (£5) only from 814059
or 813579 (apologies for incorrect number given last
month).

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel: 814349

Masses Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am
Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and 8.00pm

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am
Confessions
Saturday 10.00am
and by appointment
Baptisms By appointment

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel :656707

Meeting Sunday, 10.30am

- shauom

There are no Shalom meetings in April. We resume at
8.00pm on Monday 10th May. More details next month.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

IN MEMORIAM

Geoffrey Ralph Booker
January 1922 - February 2010

Geoff was well known in Stansted until 1996 when he and
Margaret moved to Houghton near St Ives in Cambridge-
shire. He was born in Kent and after excelling in French and
Geography at University, Margaret and Geoff eventually
came to Stansted in the '70s. Geoff was appointed to teach
French at the newly built Mountfitchet School. Whilst there
he also attained an A grade in A level Italian. He was a true
Francophile and in particular developed a love for French
wines. Geoff and Margaret spent many happy holidays in
France and a day in France with Geoff was a day to be
remembered.

Geoff also possessed considerable musical talent. His princi-
pal instrument was the bassoon, playing regularly with the
Harlow Symphony Orchestra, and for many years he was also
a member of the church choir and also Harlow Chorus. As an
enthusiastic cyclist he organised the annual sponsored cycle
ride for the Friends of Essex Churches.

When they moved to Houghton, Geoff became a member of
Hemingford Grey church choir, to which he went by bicycle,
of course. His funeral and thanksgiving service was a mov-
ing occasion at which his old friend, Canon Barry Rose, assis-
ted. A splendid trumpet rendering from 'Messiah' was given
by a member of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orches-
tra. He will be remembered with affection by many in
Stansted.

Derek Honour and John Jaques
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JAZZ at ST JOHN'S
8 - 11 pm Fri 9th April
St John’s Church

£12.50 (incl Cheese & Wine)
Book early! Tel 814865
Bar ~ Raffle
In aid of Church Hall Fund

1%  ORGAN
RECITAL
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Programme includes Vidor's Toccata
7.30 pm Sat 10th April
Stansted Free Church

Entry by ticket only (£5) from
814059 or 813579

St Johms, Stansted T,

St George’s Day Supper
7 for 7.30 pm Sat 24th April

Delicious Pocknell Food Co menu and
themed entertainment! Bring own drinks.
Tickets £13 from Church on Sundays
and from the Church Office tel 815243.

Proceeds to Methodist Homes

Proceeds to The Children’s Society

April

1 Thu Local History Society
2 Fri Good Friday Project
3 Sat/ 4 Sun Skips

7 Wed Mountfitchet Club

8 Thu Wi

9  Fri Jazz Night

10 Sat Organ Recital

17 Sat  Stroke Awareness Day
17 Sat/ 18 Sun Skips

19 Mon Art Class begins

24 Sat St George's Day Supper
25 Sun NCT Nearly New Sale

May
1 Sat/ 2 Sun Skips

St Mary’s Church open
Windmill open

5 Wed Mountfitchet Club
Garden Club

6 Thu Local History Society

9 Sun Car Boot Sale

10 Mon Shalom Group

13 Thu WI

Garden Club Show & AGM

Manuden Singers’ Concert

2 Sun Free Introductory Bowling

VILLAGE EVENTS

Day Centre 8 pm

St John’s Church 9.30 am
Lower St Car Park 9 am — 3 pm
Day Centre 2 — 4 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm

St John’s Hall 7.45 pm

St John’s Church 8 — 11 pm
Free Church 7.30 pm

Methodist Ch, B S 10 am — 2 pm
Lower St Car Park 9 am — 3 pm
Day Centre 11 am — 1 pm

St John’s Hall 7 for 7.30 pm
Hilton Hotel 2.30 — 4 pm

St Mary’s Ch, Manuden 7.30 pm

Lower St Car Park 9 am — 3 pm
Bowls Club 1 —4 pm

2-5pm

1.30 -5 pm

Day Centre 2 — 4 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Mountfitchet College 11 am — 2 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm

St John’s Hall 7.45 pm

To advertise your May event please tel 814059 or email
events@stanstedlink.org.uk before 11th April
All entries subject to editorial approval

a Stansted
) L & District
Nearly New Sale
Clothes ~ Equipment ~ Books
Toys ~ Videos ~ Maternity Wear
2.30 - U pm Sun 25th April

Hilton Hotel, Stansted
@ Tel Kim 0844 2436 281

Manuden Singers

7.30 pm Sun 25th April
St Mary’s Church, Manuden

Mendelssohn: Hymn of Praise
Handel: Ode for Queen Anne

Tickets £10 adults, £5 children
Tel Fiona 812157 or at the door

Proceeds to ADAS - helping people from
drugs & alcohol dependency

3rd & 4th April

Green Waste, Metal & Wood Skips
Saturdays & Sundays 9 am - 3 pm

17th & 18th April
1st & 2nd May 1s5th & 16th May 29th & 30th May

BOWLING FOR BEGINNERS
FREE Introductory Session
1 - 4 pm Sunday 2nd May
ALL WELCOME
A friendly & informal session!

We look forward to seeing you at the
Bowling Club, Recreation Ground
Please bring flat shoes &

a sense of humour!
Everything else is supplied
Enguiries tel 816932 or 816144

The Mountfitchet

CAR BOOT SALE

I AM - Z PM
SUNDAY 9TH MAY
Plus Hot Food & Refreshments
£7 Cars, £12 Vans & Lorries
Tel Tina on 814371 Yvonne 813071

St Mary’s

ﬁ% Charch Open

2 -5pm
Sunday 2nd May

(and every 1st Sunday
until September)

Everyone Welcome

+ Red Cross Week

2nd - 8th May

Please support the collections
which will be made during
Red Cross Week in Stansted

New collectors welcome
Please contact
Christine Stiles 813172
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“ DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

24 hour Family Careline
For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth
(01279) 722476

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

146 High Street
Epping
(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow
(01279) 426990

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden
(01799) 523314

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow
(01371) 874518

- 10y
_\_.“1_1 'l._

!-'
; Golden Charter
m Funeral Plans g
~N ErmETs www.drobinson.co.uk 7
y I

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)
MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist by

e cheaper labour rate
e guaranteed workmanship
e free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

Greenways Financial Planning
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Professional friendly advice &
on 5

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
Life Assurance ~ Critical lliness
Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

ISpanglesy

Children’s Centre

Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LR
www.spangleschildrenscentre.org

X
X
¥

Variety of activities for ages 0 - 5
Fully qualified staff

Open 9 am - 5 pm every weekday
(except Bank Holidays)
Information for all your family needs

Call us or drop in for a look around
& pick up a time table.

Ep&‘ 01279812348 .
—

A ¢
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Digital X-ray & Bone Density
Scanner available on site
MRI on referral I ' ’,
'y
Stansted Chiropractic 7
and Back Pain Clinic

01279 815336

IMMEDIATE ACCESS
No GP referral required

Members of the
British Chiropractic
Association

BUPA and AXA/PPP
recognised

How are YOU feeling today?

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:

Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and
Other Joint and Muscle Problems
Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health andClinical Excellence

(NICE) recommends the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the
management of certaintypes of low back pain.www.nice.org.uk/cg88

We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £45) on production of this advert.

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcell Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC
Doctors of Chiropractic
Registered Chiropractors

20 Cambridge Road,

Stansted CM24 8BZ

www.greatback.co.uk
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Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

This emblem is our Essex badge. Each county has its own

. badge which they use to advertise local
‘.ﬁw | events as well as the National one. The lat-

] ter has recently changed from the tree

emblem to a more modern logo and I will
try and get a reproduction of that for future
use. A lot of people dislike the new mod-
ern look to the badge; but it was felt by the
National Committee that we needed to be updated and
appeal to wider groups of women. Indeed a lot of new WIs
have been formed over the last two years. Some daytime
ones in the London area have attracted young office women,
who are anxious to learn some of the older skills such as
knitting, sewing and cooking! The President of Shoreditch
Sisterhood WI is really young and heads an Institute where
most of the members are in their twenties! They of course
can bring many skills to us older members especially on
computers, communicating with each other mainly online.
They are also keen to get involved with many of the cam-
paigns launched by the WI movement, particularly those in
support of womens' refuges and the plight of many women
overseas.

Last month we were lucky enough to welcome Paul
Embleton as our speaker with his talk on the ' History of
Postcards'. Paul has a wonderful collection which he has put
onto slides and it was fascinating to trace the development of
the first cards produced in 1870, which had no pictures,
through to the 1890s when illustrations were added and
became more important than the actual message itself. It was
quite possible in the early 1900s to send a message in the
morning that you would visit someone in the afternoon and it
would be delivered in time. I think there were three deli-
veries a day then. A lot of cards of scenes of the First World
War were produced and several samples were shown as well
as elaborate cut-out cards and woven silk cards and the
humorous cards of the '20s and '30s. Paul also has some
wonderful local cards that he has found during his searches,
one even addressed to a person who turned out to be a rela-
tive! The winning card in the competition, which was of
course for an old postcard, was a photograph of a bearded
Chelsea Pensioner holding a pipe and stick. Paul said this
was very unusual (not the pipe and stick!) to be photo-
graphed in the uniform of a Pensioner. It was labelled
W.Adams, age 88 and belongs to Marion Pretty, who hopes
to find out who he was!

Our WI collects the tea-tokens from the Yorkshire Tea boxes
and other products, whereby they pledge to protect the rain-
forest. For every four tokens we send they donate £1 to the
Yorkshire Rainforest Project. If any of you use their tea and
like to cut out the tokens, any WI member will bring them to
me. We sent them about 300 last year. Yorkshire Tea Com-
pany has been doing this for the last 20 years and millions of
trees have been protected.

Next month's speaker is Doug Killick whose talk is entitled
‘Essex - Defender of London’. As always we invite any of

you to attend, cups of tea and homemade cakes a speciality —
7.45pm in St John’s Hall, Thursday 8th April.

N ,
Judy Colliver

Brenda Ryan
President
Tel: 812725

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

'Life as an evacuee' was the title of a very interesting talk
enjoyed by our members at a recent meeting. John Carter
gave an illuminating talk about his years as an evacuee. He
explained that he was taken form his school in Walthamstow
on 1st September 1939 and, with his friend Terry, taken in
by a couple who owned a farm near Oakham. His years as an
evacuee were happy ones. He wrote an account of his experi-
ences for his family; and after visiting an exhibition devoted
to children in wartime held at the Imperial War Museum,
decided to donate the letters that he had sent home to his par-
ents together with his cardboard label which had been
attached to him on that far off September day, to the mus-
eum. On the 70th anniversary of his evacuation he attended a
commemorative service held in St Paul’s Cathedral, along
with hundreds of others, who went off into the unknown on
that September day. Mr Carter’s very interesting talk was
rounded off with a display of copies of some of his letters
home to his parents.

Andrea Fitt

STANSTED
:FUN RUN

AER
mﬁl&: 5 www stansted 10k org uk
A % info@stansted] Ok org uk
=

11.00am Sunday 27th June

Planning is now well under way and we have already had a
number of entries for this year’s event in which we are sup-
porting: Uttlesford Community Travel, Stansted Day Centre,
St Clare Hospice, Assin Endwa and Samaritan’s Purse. We
are keen to have new people involved, and need more helpers
for the following:

Registering the entrants before the race
Marshalling the route

Helping with the barbecue

Helping with the water points on the route
Giving out water and medals on the green
Helping to set up in the morning

Helping to clear up at the end

Also, if any local businesses would be interested in sponsor-
ing us, even if only a small amount, we would be very
pleased to hear from you. All our sponsors are publicised on
our entry forms, posters and website, and on Bentfield Green
on the day of the run.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059
Email: info@stansted10k.org.uk
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Building and Decorating Contractors Quali fied Tree Surgeon
[
Proper V'VDork at prices’ Fully Insured PAINTER & DECORATOR
roper rices Pruning GENERAL HANDYMAN
PERIOD & MODERN Dismantling No Job Too Small!
For estimates: Tel 01279 816701 Hedae Tri , . y
Mob 07976 050802 Fax 01279 812656 eage Lrimming Free Estimates
timothy@aldwychconstruction.co.uk T Shrub. lied & ple d
www.aldwychconstruction.co.uk 1’eeséoizﬁai:tzfi;ienai:nte Tel O 1 279 8 1 2792
23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN \ Tel 01920 821595 j 8 Mill Close, Elsenham

— WEMORIA; ¢
Direct From Stonemason

J. Day & Son

Station Road. F'ri:ihl‘rpi Stortford

FDDIE HO [ HELPLINE
Fish & Chips 07704 553727

BBQ Chicken If you have a PROBLEM

. . or are in need of
Southern Fhed. Chicken ASSISTANCE
Pukka Pies

Beef Burgers
Station Road, Stansted

FOR BROCHURE & PRICES
OR A HOME VISIT CALL
0800 7837521
Bishop's Stortford
Safiron Walden O
Edmonton 0208 807

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

e

01279 817307 Stansted's voluntary community care service
p N g e |
Having a CARERS u« i Computer Users!
Baby? Uttlesford District Branch Mace & PC Repairs
Confident? Apprehensive? Caring about the Carer | software & hardware upgrades
Carers are the biggest provider of : ; ,
Preparation for Birth & Beyond health and social care in the UK. computer repairs

|

|

|

|

We offer help, support and advice |
If you would like to know more i
i

|

|
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Weekly Sessions/Refresher Classes call: b= S
with Jan Menell about us, call us now on: Alan Horsley <>
Member of Federation of Antenatal Educators 01371 875810 Tel: 01279 835475
Reg no 11864 Mobile: 07952 970324

Email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com
Contact 01763 838553 46 High Street, Dunmow CM6 1AN

| No call out fee ~ Viruses eradicated I
janetmenell@tiscali.co.uk ) Registered Charity No. 246329

FREE antivirus ~ No job too small l

-

THE

POCKNELL FOOD C© JONES & CO _

FINE DIMING AT HOME A

Pocknell Food can cater for any occasion. Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Whether it be a big party or an Installation and Maintenance

intimate dinner we can help. Boiler and Cylinder Replacements

Bathrooms ~ Gas and Qil Services
Please contact David Jones

01279 816 215 or 07875 391 701 Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

email pocknellfood@btopenworld.com Email djonesco@talktalk.net

Please call Olly to discuss your event

CARERS u« - Perfect Plastering
Uttlesford District Branch e S el’Vi ces

“Caring about the Carer”

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

+ All Aspects Undertaken
+ Clean, Reliable Service
+ Free Estimates

Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198
freeman223@hotmail.com

Registered Charity No. 246329




MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

The 'History and Development of Madingley Hall Gardens'
was the subject of our March meeting. Mr Richard Gant,
Head Gardener for 23 years at Madingley Hall, explained
how the estate and gardens had changed over the years and
how they hoped to develop it in the future. The Hall was
built by Sir John Hynde in 1543 and was occupied by his
descendants until the 1860s. In 1860 Queen Victoria rented
the Hall for her son Edward (the future King) to live in
whilst studying at Cambridge. The family sold the Hall in
1871. There were several owners until in 1948, the Hall and
estate were purchased by the University of Cambridge for
£50,000. It is currently the home of the Institute of Continu-
ing Education. The University of Cambridge donated 30%2
acres of the estate to the United States of America, and in
1956 a cemetery and chapel was dedicated to the American
servicemen who died in WWIL.

Using a series of slides, Mr Gant showed how the garden had
changed and developed over the years. The earliest picture
was an engraving dated 1705, which showed a formal Dutch-
style garden. However in 1756 Capability Brown was paid
£200 to create a more fashionable and modern garden. The
current view to the east of the Hall still portrays the undulat-
ing grassland and park with scattered trees and vistas. A
walled garden was created at the same time and provided
fruit and vegetables to the Hall until 1947. During the 20th
century a Yew Topiary Garden was added and the University
rebuilt and landscaped the courtyard that houses a host of
alpines, shrubs and climbers. In the 1980s a new garden was
created featuring roses, pergolas, raised alpine beds and a
sunken garden. At the present time the gardens are open to
the public for the National Garden Scheme (9th May and
20th June) and the Plant Fair (12th September). It is hoped
that the planned introduction of a series of talks entitled
‘Meet the Gardener’ will encourage more visitors to the gar-
dens in the future.

April Meeting

7th April is our Mini-Spring Show and AGM at the Day
Centre. The doors will open at 6.30pm for exhibitors. Bikini
vases will be supplied by the Club and each entry per class
will cost 20p. All exhibits need to be staged by 7.45pm. It is
hoped that all members will enter at least one class. The
AGM will start at 8.00pm and show winners will be
announced at the end of the AGM. Visitors are very wel-
come to visit the show and attend the meeting.

May Meeting

5th May - This is the start of the new gardening club year —
full details of the programme can be seen on the website.
May's speaker is Mr Robin Carsberg who will tell us all
about ‘Tropical Tresco — The Abbey Gardens’.

Everyone is welcome to our monthly meetings which are
held at The Day Centre, Crafton Green. Membership is avail-
able or come as a visitor. Photographs of past events and
meetings can also be seen on the website.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

g STANSTED
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Just about a month to go before the new outdoor bowling
season starts and everyone at the Club is looking forward to
this with eager enthusiasm. The Clubhouse has been given a
fresh coat of paint and some new carpeting, and many thanks
to John Pullin and his team for carrying out this remedial
work. The green is looking pristine once again and as always
a big thank you to Roy Barnes and other Club members for
their help in this crucial maintenance over the winter period.

The final matches at Turpins indoor bowling are still to be
played and, although we cannot say that it has been a particu-
larly successful season for results, it has given our newer
members a chance to become familiar with the different feel
and technique required for indoor bowling, and they are con-
fident that they and the Club will be more, much more com-
petitive next year. The ‘Prize Giving’ evening on 26th
February was a great success with a large turnout of both
members and friends. Congratulations to all the winners and
runners-up in both the ladies' and men’s competitions.

We would like to welcome new members, so if you fancy
trying your hand at bowls why not come along to the first of
our free introductory sessions for new bowlers on Sunday
2nd May between 1.00pm and 4.00pm? All you will need is
a pair of flat-soled shoes and a sense of humour, everything
else is supplied. If you are new to the village this is a great
way to join in with part of the community. If you are an
‘experienced’ bowler and would like to join a friendly club,
you would of course be very, very welcome. The invitation
for new or experienced members is of course open to both
ladies and gentlemen. Further New Member days will be
announced in future editions of the 'Link'. For more infor-
mation please contact me or the Men’s Captain, Del Sharp on
816144 or email: del. mon@btinternet.com. We look forward
to seeing you.

Edward Taub

Hon Secretary

Tel: 816932

Email: ebtaub@googlemail.com

Stansted
Cricket
Club

Winter nets continue at The Bishop's Stortford High School
for Boys each Saturday morning from 10.00am-11.00am.
The new season opens on Saturday 1st May with the 1st XI
away to South Loughton and the 2nd XI at home to Stansted
Hall IIT XI. Detailed planning has begun for a Cricket Week
to be held from 24th-31st July to commemorate our 150th
season. To date mid-week matches are scheduled against
Stansted Hall CC, Essex Club and Ground CC, and Harlow
CC.



Back to Basics Pilates Class

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.
To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

THE COCK

X Tel: 01279 812964

Home Cooked Food served 7 days a Week
Families Welcomed ~ Children's Play Area
Children’'s Menu ~ Heated Decking

Lunch Mon - Sun 12 to 2.30 pm
Dinner Mon - Sat 6 to 9 pm

Meal Deal
(two main meals for £10 Mon - Wed 6 to 9 pm)

Bar Snacks ~ Sunday Roasts
Fish Night Thursday
OAP Lunches 12 to 2.30 pm Mon - Fri
(One Course £4.95 Two Courses £7)

30 Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD

Do-It-4U
General Handyman
Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

4 Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
Drain Blockages Cleared

Gardens Tidied & Maintained

Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
Fences Erected & Repaired

Gutters Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced
Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel 01279 814411 Mobile 07774 877320

® & & & o o

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.

Her aim is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation*call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH
osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change
this offer at any time without prior notification.

babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

MILLWAY

OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,
SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,
FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,
ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:

MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm
FREE PARKING

LY
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fine quality jeweller

Manufacturing Jeweller
(established since 1978)

3 Wedding / engagement rings

. Remodelling your jewellery

. Old Gold bought

. Bespoke jewellery created

. Home appointments by arrangement
Mobile: 07900 931 910

Workshop: 01279 647 878

www.jewellerybyjohnwilson.co.uk
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ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

Business dinner raises £2,200 for Grove Cottage

Our 28th Annual Business Dinner was held at the Weston
Business Centre. Nearly 150 people enjoyed the reminis-
cences, stories and mimicry (especially of Brian Clough)
from Duncan McKenzie, the ex-professional footballer. An
auction, of items largely donated by local businesses, and a
'heads and tails' game resulted in £2,200 being raised for
Grove Cottage — the fantastic facility of the Bishop’s
Stortford Mencap. Around 20 Rotarians and their partners
celebrated the Chinese New Year at Crimson 8 in Stansted.
The Year of the Dragon began with a most enjoyable meal,
and an energetic performance of the Chinese Lion Dance. A
most enjoyable time was had by all.

On Saturday 17th April we will be joining with the Bishop’s
Stortford Rotary Club to take part in the annual national
Stroke Awareness Day. Anyone with high blood pressure is
potentially more at risk from suffering a stroke, so we will be
providing the opportunity for people to have a free blood
pressure check. The test will be carried out by qualified
nurses at the Methodist Hall in South Street, Bishop’s Stort-
ford from 10am to 2.00pm. Prevention is better than cure, so
do come along!

We meet on Tuesday evenings in Bishop’s Stortford and
would welcome new members — people who want to ‘give
something back’ to their local community, whilst enjoying
good fellowship, and having fun. Please contact me for more
details or for more general information please visit
www.ribi.org.

Malcolm Lloyd
Tel: 812235
Email: malcolmjudy_lloyd@btinternet.com

j"ﬁ“’m
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We returned to club after our winter break to a rousing disco
evening as we celebrated Joanne’s birthday. As we had
missed seven more birthdays we were happy to sing to each
individual in turn, although we were very glad of our coffee
break. Sadly we had to say goodbye to two of our long stand-
ing members, brother and sister Kenny and Jane. We will
miss them a lot but we wish them every happiness in their
new home at Holland-on-Sea. We also said farewell to
Kathryn Collis, one of our helpers. Kathryn has been a won-
derful and enthusiastic leader, encouraging our members to
join in activities. Kathryn has travelled to Rwanda to teach
English to teenage girls who are hearing impaired. Fortu-
nately for us Kathryn will return to club in the autumn. We
also welcome David and Jennie who have volunteered as
driver and escort.

Marion Johnson
Tel: 812284
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i 494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
. Air Training Corps

Our cadets have been busy of late engaged in various activi-
ties, some of which have been made more challenging by
the weather! A series of training weekends held at Carver
Barracks near Saffron Walden have been providing the unit
with a chance to brush up its skills in navigation, archery,
target shooting and leadership. There was also the chance
for our cadets to mix with young people from other squad-
rons including Witham, Braintree and Dunmow. Thirteen
494 cadets attended a weekend’s training in St John’s Youth
First Aid Course and all now carry the distinctive red badge
on their brassards. Congratulations also go to Cadets Alder,
Benhadj, Bruce and Perkes who all passed their First Class
Cadet exam.

Cadets and staff from the Squadron attended the Annual
Wing Presentation Evening held at the Civic Centre in
Chelmsford. Units from all over the county were repre-
sented and we were very happy to learn that we had come
second in the prestigious Willis Trophy. This is a competi-
tion judged on the whole range of activities carried out on
the Squadron over the course of the year and it represents a
significant achievement for the cadets, so well done indeed!
Eight new recruits have recently started their initial training,
they will learn a number of basic skills and on successful
completion of the junior cadet course will be enrolled as full
members of the Squadron. Cadet Sergeant Alice Brooks was
called on to represent the Air Training Corps at Netball, this
is a great personal achievement, a Corps Blue being the pin-
nacle of any cadet's sporting career within the ATC.

Finally we would like to give a public thank you to Mr Bob
Stoddart of Stansted, who has kindly donated a number of
items of aviation interest to the unit over the last year. His
gifts are much appreciated and all have been given a good
home in our headquarters. We are looking for new recruits
for our next intake on 24th May. If you will be aged
between 13 and 16 and are interested in joining, contact us
for more information on 661929 or 681559 on Monday and
Friday evenings between 7.00pm and 9.30pm (also a 24 hr
answer phone) or email 494@aircadets.org.

Simon Stacey
494 Squadron ATC

TUMBLE TOTS

Free trial class with this advert at
Stansted, Stortford & Dunmow
Booking essential call
Lynn 01371 853059




Stansted Electric

From fitting a light ...... to a complete rewire

Showers installed ... Ovens / Hobs Connected
Handyman Services ... Free Estimates

= Phone Jim on 07921 908214
RIpEC ERES

DOMESTIC

A )
metacer |==] Telephone: 01279 816399

Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

WECENSES

e NEWMAN'S Qs

E

S HOME SERVICES LIMITED
Plumbing ¢ Heating * Electrical

Kitchens ¢ Cloakrooms ¢ Bathrooms * Showers

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437 Mobile: 07831 233681

A.C.WRIGHT

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Otchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 81.B

Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

e

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification
of fixed wiring & portable appliances

NICEIC APPROVED. ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE

Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

Ly
Eleven years experience ~ Flexible Hours

Tel: 07789 760 788 or 01279 817018

RAY THE PLUMBER

Need a reliable Plumber or Tiler?
..call RAY 07957 323484

Efficient service
Reasonable rates

City and Guilds 4129 & Gold Troweal trained

-
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Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)

On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, | CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS
OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,

Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &
Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

Fabrications

is the local compawny for all soft furnishings,
made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuring service call

Sue 01279 777465 or Carol 01279 777480

FAMILY NEWS

13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Newsagents ~ Tobacconist ~ Confectioners
Sweet Picks ~ Cards & Toys ~ Fax ~ Photocopying
Printing ~ Laminating & Scanning ~ Phone Top-Ups

Electricity and Gas Top-Ups (Cards & Keys)

Utility Bills & Council Tax Payments
We do Home Deliveries & Shop Saves

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 6.15pm; Sun 5.30am - 4.30pm

Tel / fax: 01279 813485

Your local
print shop,with
parking!

Where bright ideas are realised!
Tel: 01279 657769 Fax: 01279 503151

I #-' Email: drew@copyzone.co.uk Web: www.copyzone.co.uk

Unit 3 Southmill Trading Centre,Southmill Road,Bishop’s Stortford,Herts. CM23 3DY




SKYWATCH

A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

We talked last month of galaxies, most of them in the design
of a revolving spiral of stars with tentacles (actually called
arms), with a dense core of stars revolving very fast around
the centre which, it is now believed, contains a black hole.
Black holes have almost infinite density and, therefore,
almost infinite gravity which would slowly but surely engulf
the whole galaxy. However, the spinning (centrifugal) force
of the galaxy counters sufficiently to keep the galaxy’s struc-
ture. But there is rather more to the way galaxies exist.
There are billions and billions of galaxies, mostly spiral, in
every direction, and as they were studied more and more,
with ever improving telescopes, astronomers began, first, to
realise that galaxies actually exist in groups, and later, groups
of groups, called supergroups.

This raised a very interesting question: What kind of force is
it that can herd galaxies with the possibility of another force
to create the supergroups? There is certainly nothing visible.
We now put a very small toe into the sub-atomic universe.
Theoretical physics is a wonderful and ever expanding
world but even rudimentary study of the subject can cure in-
somnia. Yet, as we speak of the vastness of a single galaxy,
everything comes down to the very, very small. (With luck,
the Large Hadron Collider will take us to the even smaller.)
The astronomers’ answer is called ‘String Theory’. Unfortu-
nately, there are two quite separate theories called ‘String’
but the one we are investigating is the idea that strings of
matter, whatever that matter is, are so dense that they have
enough gravity to keep the galaxies in place. To do that, our
string has to be almost infinitely thin and, wait for it, every
inch of it has to have the same mass (weight) as the Earth.
This may all sound as though someone is making all this up
to dignify something we don’t understand: indeed it may
prove to be nonsense. The LHC, when up to full power, will
find out more about sub-atomic particles by sending them in
opposite directions then simply let them smash into each
other so we can study the pieces. When those tiny, tiny parti-
cles hit each other, it will have the same energy as two fam-
ily cars crashing head on at 60 mph. So please don’t dismiss
it; after all, you could come up with your own ideas.

Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET

(Every 3rd Saturday of the month)
Saturday 17th April

. Ugley Village Hall

: 10.00am-12 noon

A wide variety of stalls: meat, fruit and veg,
. pickles and chutneys, honey and jam, eggs,
: baking, bread. Also crafts and cards. :

Refreshments Easy parking
(try our bacon rolls!)
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Yet more delay on second runway: we can't go on like
this

STANSTED
EXPANSION

It could be another two years before a Public Inquiry into a
second Stansted runway is held, the Government has been
told. The news came in a letter from BAA to Communities
Minister John Denham, copied to SSE. The airport operator
told the Secretary of State that it would need 12 to 18 months
to update its March 2008 planning application and that it
could not realistically begin this until there is an end to the
present uncertainty about the future ownership of the airport.
That of itself could also take well over a year, meaning a fur-
ther delay of between two and three years before any Public
Inquiry could even start to consider BAA's second runway
planning application. The Public Inquiry to consider BAA's
March 2008 planning application for a second runway was
originally due to start in April last year. BAA is now indicat-
ing that it could not start until 2012 or even 2013.

If the Public Inquiry does not start until 2013, it would be
2015 before a final decision could be announced, meaning
that local residents and businesses who received compulsory
purchase notifications from BAA in March 2008 would have
endured seven years of blight and uncertainty before the final
outcome was known. In reality, the blight on local commu-
nities in East Hertfordshire and North Essex began in July
2002 when the Government first published its proposals for
making Stansted bigger than Heathrow. SSE has repeatedly
called on BAA to withdraw its application and thereby allow
local communities to return to some form of normality.
However, BAA clearly sees some commercial advantage in
trying to keep its second runway application on life support,
pending an upturn in the market, a more favourable political
climate or simply as a possible means of obtaining a higher
price for Stansted in the event of a forced sale. BAA's
response to the Secretary of State shows an appalling disre-
gard for the local community. We have lived under the
threat of a second runway for almost eight years now. The
only honourable course open to BAA is to withdraw its
applications and to give a clear and unequivocal statement
that it will not be making new applications for a project
which creates blight without any real prospect of success.
With the support of our community, we will continue our
campaign to prevent the catastrophic damage that would be
caused by expansion at Stansted for as long as it takes -
whoever the owner.

Peter Sanders

Chairman

Tel: 01799 520411

Carol Barbone

Campaign Director

Tel: 07775 523091

Email: cbarbone@mzxc.co.uk

Please support our advertisers |
i and mention that you saw their advert
in the ‘Link’.




OLIVER! at MOUNTFITCHET MATHS AND COMPUTING COLLEGE

The lasting impression of this year's production is one of enthusiasm
and enjoyment shown by the entire cast. The production itself was a
good choice as it enabled the characters to project their personalities.
Notable among the performers were Megan Warwick who carried the
right air of vulnerability in the lead role, Robyn Green, vivacious in her
singing but showing the compassion needed for Nancy's part, Alex
Ross who so ably personified Fagin, Lewis Eldridge, the self-important
Beadle, and Hayden Tierney who was a convincing Artful Dodger. To
name them is not to diminish the contribution made by the others on the
stage; they all came together remarkably well. The costumes reflected
credit on both designers and wearers, while the orchestra adapted well
to the changing moods and achieved just the right volumes for their
vital supporting role.

The whole performance clearly demonstrated an immense effort
involving over 100 pupils, staff and friends, which says so much for the
College, the senior staff and its community. Congratulations,
Mountfitchet, it was a real achievement.

Derek Honour
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MMCC Folgaria 2010

During February half-term 43 students and six staff enjoyed
a week’s skiing in the Italian Dolomites region of Folgaria.
The students thoroughly enjoyed not only blue sky skiing but
also karaoke, pizza night, quiz night and ice skating amongst
other things. They also embraced Italian culture and culinary
delights, from trying to speak the language to enjoying the
excellent food. Some students had never skied before and
they returned home accomplished skiers which was superb to
see. We arrived back at the end of the week aching, sore and
exhausted but also happy and exhilarated following a won-
derful experience which will live long in the memory.

Mr T Anderson
Head of Physical Education

MMCC PTA Quiz Night

The PTA held their annual Quiz Night on Saturday 6th
March which was well attended by both parents and mem-
bers of staff. Once again our quiz master for the evening was
Russ Haselton who was ably assisted by wife Sarah, doing
the marking and keeping the scores. A big thank you to them
both for producing yet again a highly original and entertain-
ing quiz. The round identifying chocolate bars by their cross
section was particularly mouth watering!! During the interval
a delicious ploughman's supper was served and the quiz
re-started with everyone joining in a fun round of 'heads and
tails'. The evening concluded with the raffle being drawn
and presentation of prizes: bottles of wine to the winning
table and consolation prizes of Boost bars to the losers!
Thanks to all PTA members who helped and contributed to
the success of this event. A fun time was had by all.

Yvonne Hardy and Tina South
Joint-Chairs MMCC PTA

Car Boot Sales
Sunday 28th March - Car Boot Sale. 11.00am-2.00pm
(setting up from 10.00am). Pitches on the day £7.00 for cars,
£12 for vans and lorries. Hot snacks available in College
canteen. For enquiries please phone Tina on 814371 or
Yvonne on 813071. Other dates: 9th May, 4th July and 26th
September.

www.mmccpta.org.uk
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LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

At the last meeting of the Society, the topic was a little dif-
ferent from the usual one. Normally, we have subjects which
have some bearing on the immediate life - past or present - of
the locality, but on this occasion, we heard from Brian
Williams about one of the characters who appeared on the
national stage for nearly 40 years - Sir Oswald Mosley - a
figure of great controversy. A poll of unpopular people
placed him second to Richard III, but in a reassessment of his
life in a biography by Skidelsky in 1975, he was thought to
be “the best Prime Minister we never had”!

Born in 1896 as heir to the Baronetcy of Ancoats, he was
educated at Winchester School and served bravely in the
Great War, in which he was wounded. His marriages to
firstly, Lady Cynthia Curzon and, when she died, to Diana
Mitford, confirmed his place in Society but he was renowned
as a persistent womaniser. He became a Conservative MP
in 1918 but in 1924, ‘crossed the floor’ and joined the
Labour benches, eventually becoming Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster in Ramsay Macdonald’s Government.

In 1930, after his proposals to combat unemployment in the
Depression were rejected, he became disillusioned again and
firstly set up his New Party and when that did not take off,
established the British Union of Fascists after meeting Benito
Mussolini in Italy. Brian explained that in the 1920s and
‘30s, the main fear internationally was of Bolshevism, for
which Fascism was seen as an antidote and it was only later
that the horrors of anti-Semitism and brutality became asso-
ciated with Fascism and Nazi-ism following the rise of
Hitler.

Unfortunately, Mosley appeared out of step with most of the
electorate and the stance he took with his attachment to
Hitler, anti-Semitism, Edward VIII’s Abdication Crisis and
the Battle of Cable Street did nothing to improve the situa-
tion. His use of the ‘Biff” Boys and other strong-arm tactics
also worked against him. Then WWII commenced and in
May 1940, he and his wife were interned. After the War, he
made several attempts to re-enter politics, forming the Union
Movement calling for a single nation state covering the con-
tinent of Europe and also proposing that there should be
Imperial control of the whole of Africa - again attracting
little support. He died in 1980 and was buried in Paris. We
were profoundly grateful to Brian for recalling for us so
much about a part of our recent history.

Next month we are returning to more local matters, with
Roger Barrett telling us more about the Fuller Maitland
family. As usual, this will be at the Day Centre, Crafton
Green, at 8.00pm on Thursday, 1st April - see you there.

Ian Seavers
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Environmental Services

Mitchell School of Dance

+ Decking
Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip AISTD AES Dip ¢ Fencing
Fully qualified and registered teacher ¢ Irrlgatlon_
+ Jet Washing
. . . . + Landscaping
Dancing Displays Exammatto.n.s + Tree Surgery
Choreography National Competitions ¢ Turfing
¢+ Weed Control
Classes at: + Lake, Pond & Water Features
¢+ Grounds / Estate maintenance

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

3 k1S
Atk
& «'«

5 68 City&®  office: 01279 216 538
2 a5 Guilds Mobile: 07958 304 744 HA
N L JPTC www.h2oplants.co.uk )

All staff are fully trained and insured
Over 30 yrs experience
Commercial & Domestic customers welcome

e A

Tel: 01992 812781

Selina Rankin Garden Design
in partnership with
The Landscape Concept Ltd

A complete Garden Design and
Property Maintenance Service

Fegistered Charity No. 1054702

NFSH Accredited Clinic

A&l Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

for Spiritual Healing

e Paving and Patios e Fencin

e Land EC;)Iearance . Turfingg (GMC :prt’::]oved) Repalrs

o Hedge Trimmin o Border Care and other

. Plan?s and Plan%ing Complementary Therapies New Fuse Boards

o Decking and Pergolas and Rewires

o Lawn Care and Maintenance .

o Tree and Shrub Pruning Quaker Meeting House =

e A full Garden Design Service Chapel Hill, Stansted

o Professional Project Management NIgis =0 “A

For further information please contact: Wednesday Evenings :]un-cT:?r slfr -
7.30-9.30 pm

For appointments call
01799 550094
www.saffronaccreditedclinic.co.uk

Selina Rankin Tel: 01279 813388

info@srgardendesign.co.uk Free estimates

Kevin Glogner Tel: 0750 668 9302
ticoncept@tiscali.co.uk

Tel 07711 202423

h CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST

Stansted

and Bishop's Stortford

Orthotics

Diabetic Foot Care
Evening & Saturday Clinics
Routine Treatment

R Handford & Colleagues
H.P.C. Registered

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249 info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Nick Shutes

Painting and Decorating Ltd

For high quality
interior and exterior redecoration
& associated minor repairs
contact Nick Shutes
for a no obligation quotation

01799 542385
07885 778213

Based in Ugley

* & o o
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Stansted network

NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILS
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CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED MOVE
OF ST MARY’S SCHOOL

As part of this process, Essex County Council
held a meeting on Tuesday 23rd February for
parents and other interested parties. It had been
expected that a full presentation covering the
reasons for the move to Foresthall Park, the
design and advantages of the new school and
ideas to mitigate issues for pedestrians and
motorists in moving between the centre of the
village including St John’s (remembering that this
is a Church school) and Foresthall Park would be
included.

The Parish Council felt that the lack of information
provided and the poor quality of the presentation
(if indeed it could be designated as such) meant
that neither the parents could be expected to
judge whether the proposals were in the interests
of their children nor could other parties who might
be affected significantly by a change of use on the
existing site.

The Parish Council has, therefore, asked for the
consultation period to be extended (if necessary)
and that another meeting is convened at which a
comprehensive presentation should be made
along with appropriate designs, drawings or
models.

RELOCATION OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
OFFICES - CONSIDERING POSSIBILITIES

Assuming that the Primary Care Trust constructs
the new health centre (negotiations are, so we are
told, still on-going) then the Clinic will move from
Crafton Green. The Parish Council will have to
decide where to locate its offices given that there
is a legal responsibility as well as a moral
requirement to be accessible to those with
disabilities. In addition the existing office is too
small for current needs. The Council is now
considering its options, some of which are listed
below:

Relocate to the ground floor of Crafton Green
House; lease Crafton Green to 3rd party and rent
more appropriate accommodation;
redevelopment of all or part of the site to provide
better and additional community facilities.
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It is right in this process to review all of the
facilities now provided on the Crafton Green site
and discussions on their future prospects will take
place with Essex County Council and Uttlesford
District Council. Any significant redevelopment (if
this was to be pursued) will require external
funding and no major development could occur
without the achievement of such funding. No
decision of substance will be taken without
consultation with the parish.

PARISH BOUNDARY REVIEW

It is expected that Uttlesford District Council will
undertake a review of the parish boundary now
that the building of Foresthall Park is moving
ahead. At present Foresthall Park is divided
between Stansted Mountfitchet and Birchanger.

This appears an unsatisfactory on-going position
to have two parish councils on one estate with an
arbitrary dividing line. Given its close proximity to
Stansted Mountfitchet, it seem logical to move the
whole estate into this parish, unless of course it is
decided to establish a new parish council for
Foresthall Park.

CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS RESURFACING
UNADOPTED ROADS

The Parish Council has a long-standing policy to
contribute up to 15% of the resurfacing costs on
an unadopted road. This policy was introduced
and has been successful in encouraging the
quality of these roads to be improved.

The Council has received indications from
Residents’ Associations for two major roads that
they intend to undertake works in 2010.
Assuming the works take place then the budget
allocated for 2010/11 will be fully used. Thus no
further applications will be considered until the
following financial year ie 2011/12.

USING THE PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICEBOARDS

The noticeboards are well used and this reflects
well on the level of activities in and around the
village. However, space may be at a premium.
To minimise problems please observe a few



To minimise problems please observe a few
simple rules:

o All notices should be A4 in size or smaller.

o Notices advertising events or services
within Stansted take priority. Those
covering other nearby communities are
welcome but may be covered up
temporarily if space requires.

o No commercial activities are to be
advertised on these boards. Any such
notices may be removed.

o Notices which are intended to remain on
the boards for a period of time should be
kept to a minimum and must be laminated.
Tatty notices will be removed.

o The removal of notices is only permitted if
the relevant date of the event/service has
gone or if it is a commercial advertisement.

Hopefully the notice boards will continue to be a

joy in appearance and information!

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

At the Council Meeting on 10 March, Mrs Iris
Evans of Park Road was co-opted to fill the
vacancy which arose following Gaye Ellington’s
departure from the village.

WILLOW TREE AT THE FOUNTAIN, CHAPEL
HILL

As we go to print, soil testing is being undertaken
at two properties close to the junction in order to
establish the type of soil and the condition of the
willow tree’s roots. With this information, we can
then assess whether the felling of the tree is likely
to cause any knock-on effects in terms of heave to
those buildings — all part of the risk assessment
that we must undertake. We will keep you in-
formed, but once the information is to hand, the
Council can decide whether to fell the tree in one
go, or whether it must be phased over a period of
time.

The picture above shows how the junction used to
look, with three established horse chestnut trees
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and several people have suggested that we re-
store this look. However, since those times, ca-
bles and pipes have been laid underground, there
are such things as sight-line requirements, health
and safety and red tape!! There are strict rules
relating to tree planting and the distance that must
be kept from gas pipes etc. Itis our intention to
replace the willow, but it is likely that the planting
will have to be kept to the eastern side of the junc-
tion, and perhaps with a smaller specie.

BIRCHANGER WOOD

In early March we were told that urgent work was
required to trees in the wood, particularly along
the boundary with the A120, but that the Trust had
insufficient funds in its account to complete the
work. The work was ordered by Hertfordshire
County Council Highways — as the trees posed a
danger to traffic on the by-pass. As part owners
of the Wood, the Parish Council shares liability for
maintenance of the Wood and has agreed to con-
tribute £500 towards these costs.

WINDMILL

We are still on course for completion of the project
at the end of March. Thoughts are now turning to

how we might celebrate the re-opening of the Mill

when the better weather comes!

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

As the weather improves, so the bedding plants
should start to recover — the bulbs are certainly
coming through now and hopefully we will see a
host of golden daffodils before too long. Summer
planting this year will be a repeat of last year, with
marigolds in all the beds, including the newly
formed bed at the corner of Blythwood Gardens.

We are, however, changing the hanging baskets.
For many years we have planted them with mini

cascade pink geraniums which are effective, but
we have received comments that perhaps it is



time for a change! We have listened, and this
year you will see mauve petunias with white
daisies — any feedback in due course would be
appreciated.

Finally on the gardening subject, we will be loo
king at gardens, tubs, beds and baskets for this
year’s Stansted in Bloom competition. Last year,
the judges wandered at random around the village
looking for award-winning displays, and some
people were nominated by friends or neighbours.
This less formal approach worked very well and
will be repeated this year. In next month’s Link
you will find a cut-out nomination form which can
be used to put forward your own efforts or those
of someone else. The competition is not only for
gardens, but any floral effort that has been made
to brighten up a property or street scene.

SECURITY

We have recently learned of two burglaries from
dwellings on one night in early March, following
which some words of caution arrived from our

Chief Inspector:

Uttlesford has one of the lowest recorded rates of
domestic burglary - if you want the statistics we
had 1.3 burglaries per 1000 households in the last
quarter. That is amazingly low and we are well
placed when measured against the most similar
group of districts nationally that we are compared
against. Rather than be satisfied with that, we are
committed to continuing to reduce the number of
dwelling burglaries further because it is a horrible
crime that we are keen to have as few victims as
possible suffering.

One of the latest pieces of information that we
have discovered is that many recent burglaries
have been committed by entering through UPVC
back doors. These doors have a number of differ-
ent locking mechanisms — some can be locked by
simply lifting the handle; in others lifting the han-
dle drives across a closing bolt but a key is
needed to lock the door. It is clear from speaking
to recent victims that they had thought they were
locking their doors when they were just closing
them and actually if the handle was operated from
the outside their door would still open. This mech-
anism is also available on conservatories and can
be used with wooden doors so this message is for
everyone.

Please make sure you know how your locks oper-
ate so when you are locking up you are, in fact,
locking up. If you need any assistance with door
locks or are confused about this message then
please speak to our crime reduction advisor, Peter
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Caulfield on 0300 333 4444 and he will be happy
to advise you.

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

7 April Full Council
14 April Open Spaces
21 April Full Council
28 April Finances & General Purposes

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER CONTACT
INFORMATION

Catherine Dean 813579
Iris Evans 815848
Jo Freeman 812524
Bridget Gott 814440
John Hudson 814489
Peter Jones 813252
Janice Loughlin 812346
Tudor Owen 812825
Ruth Rawlinson - V/Chairman 814222
Jonathan Rich 813112
John Salmon 814789
Dan Scott 815098
Geoffrey Sell - Chairman 815925
Bill Stiles 813172
Valerie Trundle 813433

CONTACT US!

Clerk - Ruth Clifford

Admin Assistant - Anne Court

Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214 10am - 1pm

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD D.C.

The deal with South Cambridgeshire District
Council to make savings by sharing staff, accom-
modation and computing facilities has well and
truly fallen through with an unedifying spat of
claim and counter-claim in the press between the
two councils. The falling-out was precipitated by a
back-bench revolt within South Cambs. The Cam-
bourne based council runs a cabinet-style system
of decision making whereas Uttlesford runs the
more inclusive committee system. It seems that
the South Cambs cabinet didn’t involve those
councillors outside the cabinet until a deal was
almost sewn up, and they didn't like it! Uttlesford’s
Conservative administration also wants to switch
to the cabinet system next year. | think we need to
tread carefully and learn some lessons from this
recent costly debacle.

There have been complaints on behalf of pedes-
trians about the appallingly long-standing unsafe
surface of Water Lane near the railway Black



Bridge. Discussions with Essex Highways have
been arranged, though | don’t want to raise
expectations about an early improvement as
everyone has been avoiding responsibility and
action to repair the surface for years.

Walson Way is expected to have been opened
through to Church Road by Easter. Once that is
done, the 510 bus will be routed along Walson
Way and will use the smart bus stops that have
been installed. Essex County Council has told me
that there isn’t time for the 7/7A bus route to be
extended to Walson Way to provide a link to and
from the 510 and that part of Stansted. | have told
them that | disagree as | believe it would add only
30 seconds to the journey of the 7/7A.

(Clir Alan Dean)

Local Development Framework-Further Con-
sultation

All households should have received a question-
naire from the Council about its ‘Local Develop-
ment Framework’. It is entitled Developing
Uttlesford. From 15 February until 9 April the
Council is asking among other things, for opinions
on the location of 4000 new houses in the district
over the next decade and beyond.

Some readers will remember that two years ago
four options were put forward for consideration,
with the District Council stating its preferred option
to be Option 4 - a 3,000 home new town between
Elsenham and Henham.  This new consultation
is also seeking views on where the balance of
1,000 houses should go to complete Option 4.
The document states that the Council would like
to hear your views on whether you agree with the
Elsenham proposal or whether you think there is a
better option, and why. If you believe like me that
a significant new development at Elsenham would
have a detrimental effect upon Stansted, it is im-
portant to respond to this consultation.

In the last two years various technical studies
have been carried out and each option for hous-
ing growth has been examined and compared.
So the consultation also asks a question about
whether Option 4 is the best one, or whether resi-
dents would prefer a new settlement on land at
either i) north-east of Great Chesterford or ii)
Boxted Wood, Stebbing, or iii) Easton Park

(between Stansted Airport and Great Dunmow), or

iv) Chelmer Mead, Nr Great Dunmow.

Other questions in the consultation are about air-
port growth, business growth and local jobs and
traveller and gypsy sites.
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There is also the opportunity to respond on-line at
www.uttlesford.gov.uk. All the technical studies
are also available at links from the same web-
page and in paper copy at Stansted library. Your
attention is drawn to the Comparative Transport
Analysis and the Comparative Sustainability As-
sessment. Do you agree with the scoring system
in the latter analysis that narrowly rates Elsenham
as the best location for most new housing? Do
you agree with the assumptions used in this as-
sessment? Tell the council what you think.

Council Tax 2010/11

The Council has agreed to a 2.9% increase for
the forthcoming financial year. For Band D this
amounts to £147.42 per annum. Although this is
a welcome reduction from last year’s increase of
nearly 5%, | believe more could have been done.
For the current financial year 2009/10 there is a
substantial under-spend with £761,000 being
committed to the reserves. | supported an
amendment which would have meant a 1.2% in-
crease in council tax. This was however defeat-
ed.

(Clir Geoffrey Sell)

OTHER CONTACTS
Uttlesford District Council Members

Alan Dean Tel: 01279 813579
Email: clirdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

John Hudson Tel: 01279 814489
Email: clirhudson@uttlesford.gov.uk

John Salmon Tel: 01279 814789
Email: clirsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk

Geoffrey Sell Tel: 01279 815925
Email: clirsell@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member

Ray Gooding Tel: 01279 813103
Email: cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
Tel: 0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
Email: haselhursta@parliament.uk

Police

PC Tom Bastendorff
Non-emergency number
PCSO’s (Stuart/Kelly)

Tel: 01279 812211
0300 333 4444
Tel: 07801 461 666



BISHOP’S STORTFORD & DISTRICT
TALKING NEWSPAPER

How can you use printed words such as this article to convey
a message to people who cannot read much, if anything at
all, because of poor eyesight? How do you inform them that
you have something that may be of interest to them? The

answer is that you cannot do it directly. You have to rely on
other people to think about them. That is why we are putting
this article in the 'Link' magazine because you may have a
relative, neighbour or friend who is visually impaired. If so,
please would you tell them about the local Talking News-
paper? It is a good way for visually impaired people to keep
in touch with what is going on in this area. The service is
completely free.

The Talking Newspaper is really the Herts & Essex Observer
in spoken form. There are two editions of the Observer,
covering news from Bishop’s Stortford, Stansted, Dunmow,
Sawbridgeworth and the neighbouring villages. Each week
we select the main items, record them on to audiotapes and
send them out by post to our listeners. The Observer comes
out on a Thursday and the tapes should arrive on Saturday
morning. We can also provide the same free service for
people who can see but who cannot cope with a newspaper
because of some other physical disability. Do you know any-
one who might like the Talking Newspaper? If so, please
contact either Richard Barnett on 651270 or Christine
Heyhoe on 653925. We can easily arrange for them to have a
tape to try it out, without any commitment. It is also straight-
forward to sort out a tape player for anyone who doesn’t
already have one.

Richard Barnett
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RAINBOW

PRE-SCHOOL

Raghiered Thariy Ho LDDW5SE0

This month 11 new pupils have joined Rainbow Pre-school
and are settling in well. The older group children have
finally made their trip into Bishop’s
Stortford to purchase the bulbs for their
planting tubs. The trip had been previ-
ously postponed due to the snow and
wet weather in the past couple of
months. Unfortunately, once the chil-
dren had purchased their bulbs, heavy

i snow started to fall again, so the chil-
dren had a quick ten-minute run in the park followed by a
hot chocolate. A further trip into Bishop’s Stortford is
planned to purchase fruit and vegetables as part of the
children’s learning about healthy eating.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped out at our
Pamper Evening and Nearly New Sale. Both events were
well attended and raised much-needed funds for the Pre-
school. Finally, many thanks to the grandmother and great
aunt of one pupil for their kind donation to the pre-school
(instead of giving Christmas presents), which has been used
to buy diggers for the construction site in the outside area. If
you are interested in a place for your child at Rainbow Tots
(age 18 months to 2!/, years) please contact Tina South on
814371. If you are interested in a place at the Pre-school
please contact Gill Pursglove on 814701 for further infor-
mation.

Liz Stanley
Rainbow Committee

DAY CENTRE

What’s new for April at Stansted Day and Community
Centre for the over 55s? A new Art Group
will be starting at the Centre from Monday
19th April. The sessions will be led by
Jenny, who specialises in painting flowers
with acrylics. The theme for the group will
be ‘The Seasons’. The group will meet every
Monday from 11.00am-1.00pm. A charge of
£2.50 will apply for each session including refreshments and
must be booked in advance. If that’s not for you why not
join us for a Mystery Tour with a pub lunch on 14th April or
try one of our delicious home cooked lunches at the Centre
on a Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. If you would like any
further information, or to reserve your place, please tele-
phone 815091.

Liz Ironside
Manager



Vs

GrahamSchool |
of Dance  /

Outstanding tuition in Royal Academy of Dance
Ballet & ISTD Modern Dance at the
QUAKER HALL, CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED
on Mondays, for children age 3+.

Classes in Tap, Drama and Musical Theatre for older
children (+Adult Tap, Ballet and Street Jazz) held in Bishop’s
Stortford; classes also in Takeley & Sawbridgeworth.

Our talented pupils regularly win places with national dance
schools and companies, gain excellent exam results and
take part in dance festivals and professional pantomimes.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS & A FREE PROSPECTUS:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Look after the skin you're in g3
with our alternatives to surgery...

Nkaren
dovos’ron harris

Specialising in all forms of Beauty
also air brush make-up and tanning

Indulge yourself and relax in a tranquil
setting with complete privacy

For information on treatments

Tel 01799 541888 www.karendovastonharris.co.uk

D C Poulton & Sons S

Funeral Directors :

o
“rergg D
High standards of service and attention to the
public for over 100 years.

All branches have private chapels of rest.

Funeral can be arranged in all areas in the
comfort of your own home if required.

Golden Leaves Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available

Please note this company is not associated with any other
with the similar name

2 Chapel Hill, Stansted 01279 813219

Clarks Lane, Epping 01992 572609
Chipping Ongar 01277 366009

e Specialising in all types of ponds &
features

e Professionally designed,
restored or maintained

installed,

e Local company established since 1987
with excellent after care service

Tel: 01279 461052

(Answerphone)

Mobile: 07711 087 004

DT Bedroom Design Ltd

01279 657460 or 07765 257 200
Email: darryl.trigg@dtbedrooms.co.uk
www.dtbedrooms.co.uk

Competitive Prices
Free Site Visit
Free C.A.D. Design & Quote
New or Re-Vamps
Modern or Traditional
Over 200 Colour & Design Combinations
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Stansted Tennis Club

{_ .':j-___..__ -

Dates for your diary

There are a couple of tournaments scheduled to take place
over the next few weeks. These will depend on the proposed
court resurfacing, which is now scheduled for the end of
March, depending on the weather. If you are a member and
would like to enter, please put your name up on the list in the
clubhouse.

Sunday 25th April - Adult/Child Tournament - 12.45pm.
Sunday 9th May - Cayless Chilli Tournament - 12.30pm.

Annual General Meeting

This took place on Monday 8th March and 13 people atten-
ded. The present committee was re-elected with no changes.
The proposed subscription rates were adopted.

Coaching

The Friday lunchtime adult coaching session starts at 1.45pm
and finishes at 2.45pm. If you would like to come along and
join in, please call Chris Hollis on 319155 (please do not just
turn up). You don't have to be a member of the club to join
in. Chris is currently collecting names of Year 2 and 3 chil-
dren who are interested in starting tennis lessons. If there is
enough interest, hopefully a new group will be established in
the near future. There are several after-school coaching
groups for various ages during the week. If you would like to
find out more details, please give Chris a call. Martyn Taplin
(816386) is planning to change his adult coaching slot from a
Saturday afternoon to a Monday evening. When this change
will take place depends on when the courts have been resur-
faced. Please phone Martyn should you wish to join in or
want the latest update.

Used Tennis Balls
Priced at a reasonable £1 per tin of four balls, please contact
Jan Hollis on 812073 or call at 105 Cambridge Road.

Club Playing Sessions

Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesdays at 10.00am and 6.00pm.

Fridays at 9.30am. Sundays at 10.00am.

A new trial will start on 12th April. This is a Ladies'
Evening, starting at 6.30pm on the second Monday of every
month. All lady members are welcome. If you are not a
member and would like to take part, you are able to attend
three times before needing to join the club. A £2 visitor's fee
is payable on each visit. This is not a coaching session, but a
chance for ladies who currently attend coaching at the Club
to come and join in with established team players.

Contacts

For further information, please contact Richard Mott
(Secretary) on 466348, Janet Hollis (Chairman) on 812073 or
Daphne Lunnon (Membership Secretary) on 817574.

Chris Hollis
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+ BritishRedCross

RED CROSS WEEK
2nd-8th May 2010

There will be door to door collections in Stansted during this
week as part of the annual fundraising event. The Red Cross
helps people in crisis, wherever and whoever they are, both
in the UK and abroad. Some of the ways the money is spent
are:

First Aid - training people to cope with emergencies and
providing first aid cover at public events.

Medical Equipment - short and long term loans eg wheel-
chairs, walking frames (new medical equipment centre is
now open in Harlow)

Care in the Home - volunteers help people after stays in
hospital.

Therapeutic Care - this provides gentle massage for people
in stressful situations.

Skin Camouflage - shows people how to cover a wide range
of skin conditions.

Emergency Response - the Red Cross responds to hundreds
of emergencies in the UK each year.

International Work - responding to major disasters around
the world - refugee support and assistance - international
tracing and message service, putting people back in touch
Your support for these collections will be really appreciated.

Christine Stiles
Tel: 813172

Royal British Legion
~, Stansted & District

D Branch

POPPY APPEAL

In my article in the February 'Link' I sought some assistance
with the Poppy Appeal in Stansted for this year and into the
future. Unfortunately my appeal failed and no offers of help
were received. The Legion in Stansted has a small but dedi-
cated band of volunteers for the House-to-House collection
part of the Appeal, but there is a void of help from the rail-
way line up to the new Foresthall Park. However I need to
have one or two people to assist me in the organising and
distribution of poppies and tins throughout the village with a
view to being able to take it over in the fairly near future. I
would welcome the opportunity of discussing my needs in
order to continue the work and organisation of the Appeal in
Stansted and I ask you to consider the care and support the
Legion gives when making your decision.

John L Segar
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser
Tel: 813289



The Utility Warehouse
Discount Club

Would you like to save money on
all your household bills?

Join the Club!

Single bill for all your utilities
Award-winning customer service
Value that’s unbeatable

Easy to switch

For full details, contact:
John Richardson Authorised Distributor
01279 817102

www.smeutilities.co.uk

“"BIN DONE"

WHEELIE BIN CLEANING SERVICE

e Fully Insured
e Professional Equipment

e 4 Weekly Cleaning Schedule )

e 1 Bin: £3.50 2 Bins: £5.50 (Min 6 CIeans)

e One-off Cleans

e We clean on the Same Day as your
Waste Collection

For more Information or to book a clean
Contact Us Now!

Tel: 01279 851106 Mob: 07754 238968
Email: bindone@btinternet.com

jason bagge architecture

ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

residential and commercial architecture

masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy

www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb @jasonbaggearchitecture.com
t: 01279 813211  m: 07528 891716

Luxury Toilet Hire UK Ltd

Toilet Trailers

Luxury and Party Range

B single event portable and
disabled units available for
hire.

Visit www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
or call 01279 504638

------------‘

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

SOCIAL CLUB
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Children’s Room

Dropdown TV

3 Full Size Snooker Tables
Darts and Pool

Gaming Machines

Jukebox & Live Entertainment
Raffles and Bingo

DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

® & & O o o
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ALTERATIONS BY MANUELA

. Leather

. Zips

. Suits

. Dresses

. Trousers

. Children’s clothes

Clothing alterations and repairs professionally done
on our premises with care by a seamstress with over
25 years’ experience in the centre of London
Manuela Riveiro

Office 5F, 1st Floor (Above Bairstow Eves)
5 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2JU

0780 928 4050
SAME DAY SERVICE IF REQUIRED




THE GARDENS OF EASTON LODGE

The Trustees of the Gardens of Easton Lodge in Little Easton,
near Dunmow, would like to thank all those who travelled from
parishes across the region to visit the Snowdrop Sundays in
February and March. On one March Sunday alone, more than
1200 adults, many accompanied by children, came to explore the
marvels of the snowdrop carpets, proving once again the tremen-
dous popularity of this much-loved local amenity. Volunteers for
the Trust have been manning the gates and grounds, as well as
serving home-made soups, cakes and other refreshments in the
courtyard of Warwick House at the heart of the gardens to make
the open days even more enjoyable.

The team is determined that these much-loved gardens be
opened regularly and enjoyed to the full and a series of once-a-
month Sunday openings is planned from April to October, as
follows: 18th April, 23rd May, 20th June, 18th July, 22nd
August, 19th September and 10th October. Opening hours for
these dates are 12 noon to 6.00pm. Tickets cost just £2.50 for
adults, children enter free. Further information from the recorded
information service on 01371 876979, online at
www.eastonlodge.co.uk or by emailing
enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk. The Gardens of Easton Lodge are
located just outside Great Dunmow in Little Easton, off the
B184 Great Dunmow to Saffron Walden road. Follow the
brown heritage signs.
Carol Barbone
Volunteer at the Gardens of Easton Lodge
Tel: 07775 523091

STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
WINDMILL

STANSTED MILLERS

With the contractors moving towards completion of the renewal
project, the Millers are preparing for their new role as operators
of a living windmill. It is 100 years since the sails regularly
turned, so we are now making plans for a public celebration to
mark the occasion. Although we are not in the business of
grinding corn, the mill will demonstrate the energy which is
available from nature. The cap was restored to its position on
11th March and the following fortnight should see the sails rein-
stated. We expect to re-open to the public on 2nd and 3rd May.

Derek Honour
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BURGLARIES AT BREWERY LANE,
CAWKELL CLOSE AND
CHURCH ROAD

As you may know, the issue of domestic burglaries is
one which has been vexing me and my fellow Parish
Councillors recently. Matters have taken a very personal
turn for me in the last couple of weeks. On the night of
27th/28th February three serious domestic burglaries
took place in Stansted. One of these took place at my
home in Brewery Lane, while we were away for the
weekend. It has been particularly devastating for my
wife, our children and myself. One aspect is that three
(quite old) Toshiba notebook computers (we have the
serial numbers) were stolen, together with our backup
drive. Our router and telephones were broken. The
results of this (and the fact that we did not have off-site
storage) include the loss of pictures of our wedding,
young children and other family pictures.

For various reasons, the police are particularly keen to
solve all these crimes and the matter is being dealt with
by DC Andrews of Essex CID (0300 333 4444 Ext
63837). We are desperate to recover our pictures and are
offering a reward, which we are very confident, exceeds
the value of the machines. The police have already
recovered a significant amount of the property taken
from the other burglaries (in Cawkell Close and Church
Road) - some of it from the street. If anyone in the vil-
lage becomes aware of information concerning the
whereabouts of our machines, we would be very grateful
indeed if they could either inform the police or us.
Louise and I would also like to thank people for the
enormous amount of kindness and support that we have
had.

Jonathan Rich
Tel: 07956 254542
Email: joerichlaw(@aol.com

STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB

Stansted are still challenging to win the league having
just beaten Burnham Ramblers - the team that have been
top of the league nearly all season. This being our sec-
ond triumph over them this season and with all of our
teams doing very well in their respective leagues, we
will be doing our best to step up to a stronger league. We
believe that we are good enough to do this but we have
to bring our ground up to Ryman League standard and to
do this will cost a lot of money. If anyone out there can
help us by sponsoring us in some way please phone me.
Thank you and good health and best wishes to you all.

Larry Woods
Vice-Chairman
Tel: 07866 765176



JO.W.
GAS HEATING SPECIALIST

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns
of Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing
Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered
Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Comer
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

A range of handmade mosaic
coasters, table mats and wall plaques.
Beautifully made with
hand cut glass set in a durable
charcoal grout. Designs can
be created to your own preference.

& & <\
For more details please telephone

Jenny Kirby 01279 812293

To view gallery please visit
www.mosaics.carbonmade.com

Alzheimer’s | snaio ™
Society
Uttlesford Branch

Our Outreach Workers
are available to offer free

help, information and support to
people with dementia, and their
carers. Several support groups

are held in various locations

around the Uttlesford area.

Home visits can be arranged.

Please contact us at
UVCC, 46 High Street,
Dunmow CM6 1DY

Tel 01371 872519

email:
uttlesford@alzheimers.org.uk

Registered Charity No 296645
Reg Co No 2115499

NEW LOOK

UPHOLSTERERS
Antique & Modern Furniture
Upholstery Specialists

Domestic / Commercial
Hotel & Contract Work
Full Repair Service

Wide range of fabrics
and accessories
French Polishing
Free quofes - (ollection & Delivery
Frotessional Workmanship

ﬁ Lxcellent Prices
i

' 01279 816222

info@newlookupholsterers.co.uk

www.newlookupholsterers.co.uk
34 Stoneyfield Drive, Stansted CM24 8PA

Commercial Architecture
Surveying
Project Management & Design

S

&

CDM Coordination to comply
with the
CDM 2007 Building Regulations.

Competitive fixed fees quoted

nationally.

Make sure your construction
project stays within the law.
Call us now to discuss all
Health & Safety matters for

your commercial or retail needs.

Call Keith Phillips on
01279 815651 or 07967 822134
www.ampersand-associates.com

Crystal Clear
Pond Services

Pond Cleaning &
Maintenance

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment
Pond Cleaning

Pond Restoration

Water Features

Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy !
pond all year round. -
Free estimates & quotes |\ S
01279 812011
07999 536580
www.crystalclearponds.co.uk

info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

CRYSTALCLEAR
POND SERVICES

Family business
35 years experience
All brickwork undertaken

+ New Build

+ Renovations

+ Extensions

+ Commercial

* Garden Walls
¢+ Re-pointing

Competitive prices

Tel: 01799 543348
Mob: 07788 865986

( N\
Savill Brickwork

MELODY BEAR....
DANCE ’ff?g
i v

CLASSES  gi-3

FOR Ny

PRE-SCHOOL  *.j.-iffr
CHILDREN &,

Fun classes introduce
children age 2 - 4 years to
dance & movement
using the natural actions of
the body such as running,
Jjumping, skipping & galloping
— run by qualified teachers.
Classes in Stansted &
Bishop’s Stortford
Please contact us for details
and a free prospectus:

01279 654423

info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

CHRIS OSBORN
BRICKWORK &
GROUNDWORKS

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &
Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios
Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

T: 01279 850703
M: 07515 284238

EMAIL :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk
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Nature Notes

.

Apparently scientists are now agreed that the dinosaurs were
wiped out by the impact of a meteorite. Nature is very resil-
ient and many life forms survived the ensuing ‘winter’,
including some small mammals from which we humans
eventually evolved. We have just experienced the longest
cold winter for decades and although this was on a minuscule
scale compared to the meteorite winter, many of us have seen
at close hand the effect on our local wildlife. The garden bird
population has been decimated by ravenous sparrowhawks as
described last month, and early spring flowers have stayed in
bud or not appeared at all so far. But nature is adaptable to
changing conditions. Our solitary blue tit and coal tit both
lost their mates but other birds around the garden have fared
better and are obviously getting ready for nesting time. The
hedgerows are far less green than this time last year, but a
walk round our local lanes will reveal bluebell leaves shoot-
ing up and cow parsley starting to flower. The
yellow hazel catkins have been hanging on the
bushes for some time now. These are the male
flowers; you have to look closely to see the
female flowers, small crimson stars, which are
now appearing on the stems at the bases of the
catkins. If you walk along the southern end of
Lime Kiln Lane off Pines Hill you will be rewarded with a
fine display of snowdrops which should convince you that
spring is on the way.

r

) F A
I&"J
£

I3

K

Felix

)y BENTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL
o Tel: 01279 813626

At Bentfield School we are very fortunate to be sited within
beautiful wooded grounds. Part of our site will be known to
everyone in the village who attends our hugely popular
Music in the Park (10th July — put the date in your diary!)
and it is here we have our Forest School sessions. The phil-
osophy of Forest Schools is to ‘encourage and inspire indi-
viduals of any age through positive experiences and partici-
pation in engaging and motivating achievable tasks and
activities in a woodland environment helping to develop per-
sonal, social and emotional skills’. This reflects everything
we aim for in the classrooms in a natural environment. We
visit the same wooded area on a regular basis in all weathers
(except high winds), and this enables the children to notice
the changes throughout the year. Through play, the children
learn about the natural environment, how to handle risks and
most importantly to use their own initiative to solve prob-
lems and co- operate with others.

If you have a child who will be three years old by September
2010 just phone to make an appointment so you can come
and see our Nursery and chat about a Nursery place for this
September. If you would like to know more about our nurs-
ery provision or the Forest School initiative please contact
Aileen Smith at Bentfield Primary School.

Andrea Darby
PTA News
On 6th March we held an entertainment quiz at the school. It
was a great night and we would like to thank Eileen for pro-

ducing the quiz for us and Pocknell Food Company for the
delicious beef stew and mash we were served. We had a full
house at the event and it was lovely to see some new faces
there and we managed to raise nearly £400.00 for the school.

The children will be taking part in the annual Easter egg hunt
just before the Easter holidays and there is also an Easter pic-
ture competition being held within school. The committee is
also in place for the May Fayre that will be taking place on
Saturday 22nd May and will have a re-cycling theme. Plans
are well underway for the traditional Music in the Park event
on Saturday 10th July.

Kerry Freegard

STANESTEDA

(‘Hubert holds Stansted of Robert, which Godwine, a free-
man held in the time of King Edward as a manor ...") *

When he shared England out the Duke

Gave me one of the short straws - Stanesteda,
The stony place, its strips of fields thick
With flints as a hermit's hairshirt with lice.

If only stones had been worth money ...
But anyway there I was finally stuck

In the middle of nowhere, with only

A troop of soldiers and a few serving-men.

The locals were wall-eyed brutes used to living
On slim pickings - I have never seen anything
More sullen than a Saxon peasant.

But they are all gone now, and the village

Changed beyond recognition, its forests
Thinned to a few copses, its farms nothing
But endless plains of cereal crops.

I suppose it isn't really surprising —

A thousand years is a long time.

When I lived here the dirt tracks stifled horse

And rider with dust in summer, and in winter

Trapped carts in a mire. Now magic has taken the place

Of horses, and, merde! You have actually
Learned how to fly! Even when he was staggering
Drunk, my old alchemist never claimed

That he could do that. Well, it's good to see

The old place ... again, although I notice
You seem to have trouble spelling its name.
That's one thing that doesn't surprise me -
You Saxons always were a backward race.

Ashleigh John

* Translation from Domesday Book.

Pelbcasmefichir




HIBBS'\\/A| SH
‘Restoring the past and building for the future’

Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch
Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB
82 High Street Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1EE
Tel 01799 523660 Fax 01799 509940
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

e Massage Therapist e

Jenna Perkins

Swedish Massage
Gift Vouchers Available

Please call Stansted 07881 558381
Jjennaperkins@hotmail.co.uk

HIGH HOUSE Montessori Day Nursery

e Accepts children from 3 months to 5 years

e Small class ratios, with qualified staff
incl qualified Early Years teacher Vanessa Callan Bsc Hons, PGCE

e Beautiful farmiand surroundings
e Traditional values and structure
e Full day care available 8 am to 6 pm

To arrange a visit please call: 01279 870898
www.HighHouseNursery.co.uk

LAN ONE COMPUTERS

Unit 2 Rear Of

16 Cambridge Road
Stansted

Essex CM24 8BZ

Phone 01279 816116
Email: info@lanone.co.uk
Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY

A E
>
P

First & second fix carpentry
Site & bench joinery
Extensions & building projects
Kitchens

Wooden flooring

Decking design & construction
No job too big or too small

Office 01279812101
Mobile 07525 061661

VVVYYVYVYYVYY

Email: gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

A BETTER AERIAL
e"*u- DIGITAL AERIALS i_,,—- '
FM/DAB AERIALS
SKY TV KREPAIRS

= 3 !,.-‘ FREE ESTIMATES =3

WWW ABETTERAERIAL.CO. LK

TEL: 0800 0437251 ok
rader

rmose: O798 0817251 oo

STANSTED CARPETS
CHAPEL HILL

EST. 1969
CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS
ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

CARPET CLEANER HIRE

STEVE KING

C. C. VALETING LTD
THE ULTIMATE IN
CAR & COMMERCIAL VALETING

(Clm—C

From Washes to Full Valets
Office 01279 815192 Mobile 07974 005642
www.ccvaleting.com

STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07936 899328 01219 817581

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.
Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

Bareham Overy Partnership

RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....
e Residential —
e Industrial e leisure
e Interior Design e Commercial :
e Project Management e Space Planning
e Planning & Building Regulation Applications

01279 816040 john@barehamovery.co.uk

The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE



OUT AND ABOUT IN STANSTED

Requiem for a willow - the tree is to be felled

The new playground at Foresthall

SONSTR,
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oy ';iL j Q;" The Skate/BMX Park
Ve
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[ GET THE MOST OUT OF UFE )

Hypnotherapy
& other brief therapies

e One session smoking
therapy plus support
o Weight & Eating
also
Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Depression ~ Insomnia
Phobias
Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,
Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

01279 812165

Lthreecheers@btinternet.com
S

Phoenix Trading publish a fantastic range of
greetings cards ¢ posters
notecards e gift wrap

& other high quality accessories at

\ ¥} excellent prices
i b
¥, *

Please contact me for a
catalogue or to arrange a
card party. Or why not go
a step further and become

a Phoenix Trader - you
too can earn a worthwhile

income by selling these

great products!
Ask me for details.

dsally @mac.com
ing.com

¢ 8045

NIX
"' @ andyanc
WWW .phoemxna in

i de
\ndependem Phoenix Traf

HEARING HELP
UTTLESFORD

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

at
Stansted Day Centre
2 -4 pm

on the last Tuesday
of every month
For more information ring
01799 599790
(9 am -5 pm)
Registered Charity No. 289280

ada

Relishls Bainting and Decnrating Serdioes

. e =

Andrew Richardson
Tel: 01279 817282
Mob: 07980 439924

+ 20 years experience
* References available
* Fully qualified

» Competitive rates

Gustomen salispuction
guananteed

-

RAINBOW

PRE-SOMOOL
St John's Road,
Stansted,

CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool.net

Welcome Children
Aged 2% to rising 5's

Mornings 9.15am to 12noon
Afternoons 1.00pm to 3.30pm
Experienced Friendly Staff

‘a calm and well organised learning
environment’ (OFSTED Jan 08)

For further information, please
call 07966 506997 or contact
Gill Pursglove on 01279 814701

Stansted
Psychotherapy

Counselling
Psychotherapy
Life Coaching

Resolve your issues
Create a better future
Start whenever you're ready

Sian Lloyd MBA Dip.NLPt
NLPECA Accredited
UKCP Reg. Psychotherapist

Contact: 01279 817976

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS
Dauvid
Nenn's
Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686
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Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

¢ Extensions

¢ Kitchens

¢ Doors & Locks

* Windows

* Bespoke joinery
¢ Summer Houses
* Decking

* Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed
Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

LINO

THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS

THE GREENS BUILDING
CAMBRIDGE ROAD, STANSTED
ESSEX CM24 8BZ

TELEPHONE 01279 812910




EASTER EGGS AND DOGS

At a certain point last week I found myself in a back garden
in Bishop’s Stortford uttering the words, “the best way to
catch a pig is ...” It got me thinking; first of all that being a
vet is a funny old job sometimes and secondly that I can be a
fountain of incredibly random and useless bits of informa-
tion. Other examples are that Border Collies have the fastest
nip of any dog breed and an angry swan is worse than an
angry goose! I could go on but you get the picture. It also
struck me that in my job, you get to the stage where you
think you have come across most situations and can manage
most tasks and then a new one pops up unexpectedly. The
trouble is this still happens on almost a daily basis. It seems
there are a never-ending combination of animals, diseases,
people and circumstances.

Some things do happen fairly regularly, however, and this
month of course it’s Easter and I expect we shall get one or
two dogs that have managed to steal the odd Easter egg and
make themselves ill. As I’ve said in previous articles, choco-
late can be poisonous to dogs if eaten in large enough quanti-
ties. This is because it contains a substance called
theobromine, which can cause vomiting, restlessness, saliva-
tion and in severe cases heart problems and epileptic fits. The
darker the chocolate, the more theobromine there is, so if
your dog has pinched the odd milk chocolate, there’s prob-
ably nothing to worry about, but if it has eaten a box of dark
chocolates, ring the surgery! If the dog has eaten the choco-
late within the previous two to three hours we can give it an
injection to make it sick, so the theobromine can’t be
absorbed. If it has been over three hours we may need to put
the dog on intravenous fluids. One example of finding the
unexpected occurred last week. We had a dog in that had
eaten some rat poison. We gave it the injection and like
magic it was sick and as well as the rat poison it brought up a
strange metal object. When we showed it to the owner, she
said it was part of a doorknob that had disappeared at
Christmas! So, I hope you all have a good Easter and get all
the eggs you wish for and also that you manage to keep your
dogs away from them and any stray doorknobs!

Ilse Pedler
Partner
Mercer and Hughes Veterinary Surgeons

-~
SPAIN
Holiday Home To Let
in small Spanish Village
Sleeps 5
Please tel 01279 814654 or visit
L www.spanishside.co.uk. y
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PAYE CODE PROBLEMS

HM Revenue & Customs has recently issued a large number
of PAYE Coding Notices for the 2009/10 and 2010/11 tax
years. The PAYE code is sent to the taxpayer as a P2 notice,
breaking down how the code was calculated. A note of the
code, without any analysis, is sent to his or her employer or
pension company. If you have received a PAYE Coding
Notice recently do check it carefully as any corrections need
to be made as soon as possible to avoid incorrect tax deduc-
tions. Unfortunately, a number of our clients have noticed
errors in this year’s PAYE Coding Notices. This has also
been reported in the news and has occurred since HMRC
started using a new computer system. Some of our employed
clients have received codes saying that their salaries should
all be taxed at 40%, even though they are not higher rate tax-
payers! With some of our retired clients, the age allowance
or married couples allowance has disappeared or the state
pension amount is understated. Some of the 2010/11 codes
have missed off the basic personal allowance, which should
be £6,475 unless you are lucky enough to have income in
excess of £100,000.

Also, some of our clients have received several PAYE Cod-
ing Notices in quick succession and in this situation you only
need to check the Notice with the most recent date of issue
for each tax year and income source (employer or pension
company). If this Notice is incorrect or you have any doubts
you can call the telephone number on the Notice and the
HMRC staff can often correct the code immediately. Also, if
you have an accountant, they can check the code for you.
Until resolved, any of these problems could lead to a big
drop in net income or a tax bill at a later date, so check the
Coding Notices carefully as employers and pension com-
panies are obliged to use them until HMRC issue an amend-
ment.

Mark Williams FCCA ACIS
Mansell & Co LLP

BEAVERS

STANSTED BEAVERS

Stansted Beavers recently enjoyed learning some campfire
songs. Given the weather, we sat around an indoor
‘campfire’ but there was still plenty of atmosphere. After
lots of singing we finished up with marshmallows dipped in
chocolate - yum yum! On a healthier note, we have made
fruit smoothies and been hiking to look for signs of spring.
The Beavers have also taken part in some district events,
including a craft afternoon and a fun quiz which included
things like crisp tasting (OK, maybe that bit wasn't all that
healthy ...). As usual we've been busy with plenty of craft
activities, but now that spring is well and truly sprung we are
looking forward to spending more time outdoors too. If you
have a child who would like to become a Beaver please call
814371.

David South



Baby Massage Courses

Mondays and Fridays in Stansted
Small friendly classes offering the opportunity to meet other parents

and learn special relaxing massage techniques to enjoy with your baby.

Easing ailments such as baby’s colic and constipation
are among the many benefits.
For further information please contact:

I°N

UK.

Friday Class
SUE MOLONEY
01279 771405

Monday Class
JAN RICKWOOD
01279 850727

HIRE THE NEWLY REFURBISHED

Ugley Village Hall

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on
Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions,
children’s parties and social meetings.

Bookings or further information please call Susan Bone 01279 814052

DRIVING
LESSONS

FIRST
BLOCK BOOKINGS

KEEP IT SIMPLE

KISS

Learn to drive fast, have fun, save money |

4°60

Tony 07785 571 225

kissdrive.co.uk

0845 245 0405

SFate Harrison

CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,
CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

| can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel /| Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

Battery
Distributors

Any Battery Any Purpose Any Where
Service & Repair of Power Tools

Tel 01279 815582

email: sales@zelta.co.uk
www.batterycharged.co.uk

=3
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BATHROOMS - TILES + ACCESSORIES
A BUBBLES

Bathrooms designed, supplied and installed

27-29 High Street The Maltings
Saffron Walden Sawbridgeworth
Tel: 01799 522 488 Tel: 01279 725 475
Open Tue - Sat 9.00 - 5.00 Open Tue - Sat 9.30 - 4.30

www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk

CHOCOLATES FOR
HOCOHOLICS
Christmas Fundraising Gluten Free
Halloween Birthdays Diabetic
Weddings Corporate / Gifts Nut Free
Valentines ~ Mother's Day Easter

Nikki Westwood 01279 771867
Email thechocolatelady@tiscali.co.uk
~N www.chocolate-parties.com

Fancy Fingers

Nail and Beauty Studio

your first treatment with this advert
10%off

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646
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STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

Tel 01279 817739

|
|
|
|
CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN !
|
|
Mobile 07778 049063 I

N W Brown Landscapes

All aspects of landscaping
undertaken including fencing,
decking, paving, lawns & planting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945
01279 507255

RHS Qualified
Registered waste carrier




STANSTED ROADS QUIZ

I. Young horses lived here 12. A staggeringly good road to be on if you are thirsty.
2. River Crossing 13. You won't find Elizabeth and Richard here.
3. Does your girl friend live here? . Mansion in a wood.

4. Inter a tree here. 3. A grinding climb.

5 Crooked meadow. 16. Get on your horse here.

6. It sounds like birds in a valley ..... 17. Guns or clergy.

7. But certainly a bird here. 18. Where to leave your car!

g Pebbles are plentiful here 19. Best place to be in the street.

9. Royalty near. 20. Leisure space.

10. Polar animal. (Answers on page 35)

11. Route used by invaders?

THE FOUNTAIN - a potted history,

with acknowledgement to the late Irving Sanders

The 'Elegant Drinking Fountain' was opened on Stansted e S
Fair Day - 1st May 1871. The site was formerly occupied — .
by buildings including the 'Cock' Beer House (Landlord . T

William Amey) and a blacksmith's shop inhabited by the
Brett family. This latter appears to have been the remains
of a pre-reformation hermitage or chapel, built by the Earl
of Oxford and occupied by John Parrot in 1492. These
old buildings were bought for £500, raised by public sub-
scription, and demolished. The Fountain was presented
by Henry Parry Gilbey of 'The Cottage' (later known as
Bentfield Hall and since demolished) and his brother
Walter of Hargrave Park. It cost £35 and was manufac-
tured by Macfarlane & Son of Glasgow and erected by J L
Glasscock of Bishop's Stortford. The water supply came
from Hick's new Steam Flour Mill which had been erected
on what later became the site of the water works at the
rear of Spencer House. An artesian well which had been
sunk there proved so prodigal that surplus water was iz
piped off to neighbouring properties. In time the Stansted i
Water Company took it over.

The top step of the Fountain was originally paved with
tiles and the water issued from a gilded stork under the
dome. There were four taps and cups and the whole was
surmounted by a gas light and signpost. The addition of
the Mountfitchet crest to each face of the dome was made
in Coronation Year, 1953. In recent years its surround-
ings have seen many changes.
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Lower Streel Clinic

36 LOWER STREET, STANSTED, ESSEX
EsTAaBLISHED 1385

Ooteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy
Aromatherapy, Homeopathy
Chiropody/Podiatry
Infant Massage Inostruction
Piates Instruction

We have a specialist chinic tor
pregnant mothers, infants and children.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE TELEPHONE

01279 816907

Pothecary Witham Weld WW

solicitors

For Professional Advice You Can Trust

Call us: 01279 506421
Email: info@pwwsolicitors.co.uk
or visit www.pwwsolicitors.co.uk

White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Clients’ parking and Disabled Access
Also in the City of Westminster

Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing
Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters
Dispute Resolution - Landlord & Tenant - Notarial Services

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

(Pest Control & Prevention\

H>0 Plants Environmental Services

v' Ants, Bed Bugs

v" Bees, Cockroaches

v Fleas, Flies, Foxes

v" Mice, Moles, Moths

v Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
v' Squirrels, Wasps

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

www.h2oplants.co.uk

\Office: 01279 216538 Mobile: 07958 304744}

ADULT COMMUNITY —
LEARNING STANSTED oo

Courses starting soon at the
Peter Kirk Centre

e Multi Gym — contact the centre to find out
more about this new course.

e Paediatric First Aid starts 22" April (2 days)
09:30 — 16:30. Fee £102 /£16 benefit.

e First Aid at Work 13t May (1 day)
09:30 — 16:30. Fee £54 or £11 benefit.

Ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
email: lifelong.learningwest@essexcc.gov.uk
or visit www.essexcc.gov.uk/adultlearning

“A guaranteed
buyer for

Now that's

~ Persimmon
{ Perfect \_/

Ask about our Part-exchange Plus*
scheme today and we could even

buy your old home. So you can look
forward to a new life in a new home
and forget about your chain,
homebuyer’s packs and estate agents.

Our home 7 Now that’'s Persimmon Perfect.

o Foresthall Park,

3,4 &5 BEDROOM HOMES. Call Henry on 01279 647454
Prices from £269,950

wll PERSIMMON

Together, we make a home

Photograph shows the Jasmine house type at Foresthall Park. *Available on selected plots at selected developments, subject to status, terms and conditions and using a Persimmon-nominated solicitor as
necessary. tCalls to 0845 numbers are now free with BT depending on your Calling Plan. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary. Prices and details correct at time of going to press.

PART-EXCHANGE PLUS*

Stansted Mountfitchet. « A guaranteed buyer for
Sat nav code CM24 8GD your home

* No estate agent’s fee
NEW RELEASE OF

Open daily 10am — 5pm

7 DAYS A WEEK

084591010 1T

www.persimmonhomes.com
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LEMON COCONUT COOKIES

80z (225g) butter or margarine
20z (55g) icing sugar

1 teasp vanilla essence

60z (140g) flour

20z (55g) cornflour

Y4 teasp salt

lemon curd

coconut

Cream butter and icing sugar; add vanilla essence. Mix
flour, cornflour and salt and fold into butter mixture. Take
one dessertspoonful of mixture, form into a ball and flatten
slightly. Place on tray 1" apart. Bake in hot oven Gas 6,
400°F, 200°C for 10-15 minutes until the edges are golden.
Spread with lemon curd and sprinkle with coconut.

TRUE LOVE

"You are more precious to me
Than that old apple tree"
He said as she fell on her head
"You’ll climb it no more
To prune with a saw
I’ll buy you some loppers instead"

o

Loki

TWO TREATS FOR EASTER TEA

MISSING CAT

¢ Grey Moggy
e Male
¢ Neutered
Missing from Stansted.
Owners are deeply upset.

Please call anytime ~ REWARD
07881 558381 ~ 01279 812115 ~ 07760 162502

<z

CHOCOLATE RAISIN SQUARES

4oz (110g) margarine

3 tbsp caster or granulated sugar

1 small egg, beaten

Y5 teasp (2.5 ml) vanilla and peppermint essence
2 rounded tbsp drinking chocolate

80z (225g) crushed digestive biscuits

Soz (140g) seedless raisins

4-60z (110-170g) melted block chocolate

Melt margarine in large pan, add sugar, stir until dissolved.
Beat in egg, stir over gentle heat for a few seconds. Remove
pan, add flavouring, mix well. Add other ingredients (except
melted chocolate). Mix well. Putin 8" x 12" (20 x 30 cm)
greased Swiss roll tin, press down. Cover mixture with
melted chocolate. Leave to cool and set, then cut into
squares.
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Animal Care
Art and Craft
Community &
Care

Computing
& Office

Education

Electrical

Financial
& Legal

Food &
Lodging

Funeral
Services

Furniture &
Furnishings

Garden
Supplies,
Services
& Floral

Heating &
Plumbing

: Message

Index to Advertisers

Mercer & Hughes
Millway Stationery
Alzheimer's Society
Carers UK

Hearing Help
Helpline

Stansted Mountfitchet Social Club

Uttlesford Carers

Ugley Village Hall (for hire)
Alan Horsley (Computer Repairs)
Lan One (Accessories & Repairs)
TCS (Set Up & Repairs)

Adult Community Learning
Montessori Day Nursery
Rainbow Pre-School

Spangles Children’s Centre
Albury Electrical Services
A&l Electrical

Stansted Electric

Zelta Batteries

Greenways Financial Planning
Mansell & Co

Pothecary Witham Weld

The Utility Warehouse

Bada Bing!

Chocolates for Chocoholics
Eddie Ho Fish & Chips

The Cock at Henham
Pocknell Food Co

The Cock

The Dog & Duck

Daniel Robinson & Sons

J Day & Son

D C Poulton & Sons
Fabrications

Kate Harrison

Knightbrooks (Carpets)
Mosaics (Table Mats & Plaques)
New Look (Upholsterers)
Stansted Carpets

N W Brown (Landscapes)
Crystal Clear Ponds

D Honour & Son (Landscapes)
H,0 Plants

Selina Rankin Garden Design
Steve Hall Garden Services

J R Johnston (Trees)

Mayfair Ponds

Harpers Plumbing & Heating
JDW Gas Heating Specialist
Jones & Co (Plumbing)

Orion Heating

Ray the Plumber

Stansted Gas Services
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Household
Services

Leisure

Motoring &
Cycling

Painting &
Decorating

Personal
Services

Printing &
Stationery
Property
Services

Retailers

A Better Aerial

Bin Done

Bubbles Bathrooms

A&M Collins Roofing

Clearit (House Clearance)
Do-It-4U

D T Bedroom Design

Eaden Lilleys (Removals)
Fairweather Windows

Finch and Son

Gillson Carpentry & Joinery
Luxury Toilet Hire
Newman’s Home Services
Nouvelle Carpentry & Building
Pest Control

Back to Basics (Pilates)
Graham School of Dance
Mitchell School of Dance
Melody Bear (for children)

D Bonney & Sons

C C Valeting

David Nunn's Garage

Kiss (Driving Tuition)

ada Decorating

Perfect Plastering

Ray Morton (Decorating)
Shutes Painting & Decorating
Alterations by Manuela

Baby Massage
Dovaston-Harris (Beauty)
Fancy Fingers (Beauty)
Glynis Cheers (Hypnotherapist)
R Handford (Chiropodist)
Jan Menell (Birth Preparation)
Jenna Perkins Massage

Lino Thomas (Hairdressing)
Lower Street Clinic

Mobile Hairdressing
Mountney (Reiki)

NFSH

Stansted Chiropractic
Stansted Psychotherapy
Williams (Osteopath)
What’sa name’s (Hairdressing)
Copyzone

PhoenixTrading (cards)
Aldwych Construction
Ampersand Associates
Bareham Overy Partnership
Chris Osborn (Brickwork)
Hibbs & Walsh (Architects)
Jason Bagge Architecture
Persimmon Homes

Savill Brickwork

A C Wright Building Contractors
Family News

John Wilson Jeweller

: BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES or SPECIAL OCCASIONS
= If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
: please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:

announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.

: Sender’'s Name

: Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.



Mansell & Co. LLP est 1970 y y
Chartered Certified Accountants, Registered Auditors m HaT sa nam e s

All aspects of accounts, audit and taxation

W Coalt . : UNISEX HAIR SALON
e are an established firm offering a cost-effective and
professional service to businesses of all sizes, . . .
both start-ups and existing businesses changing advisor ° Halr‘CUttlﬂg and REStyhﬂg
Please contact us for a free consultation, quoting “Link” ° CO'OU r.ing
Mark Williams FCCA or Jeremy Fozzard FCCA .
5 Ducketts Wharf, South Street, Bishops Stortford CM23 3AR * Perming
ﬁ 01279 658499 Fij‘ * Children Welcome
inf Il J . . -
A fpe@manseland@arg / * 20% Discount for Senior Citizens
[weekdays only)
REMG"ALS OPENING TIMES
Eadan Lilleys Est. Monday - 9.00am to 5.00pm
Local Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am to 6.00pm
& Saturday - 8.30am to 4.30pm
Long Distance . Out of hours appointments by request
7 days a week e~ e
StoRage  Tel: 07929 799481 01279817898
AVAILABLE or: 07982 468881
1 Lower Street Stansted CM24 8LN

A & M COLLINS ROOFING

Guaranteed Workmanship

f ”lllql)l brooks ']

_/»“ﬁ ‘91'& A § o r-u.l.aﬂt
»*’%—;g.%‘n, . s UELE floor cow:-nngc
::wj FAIRTRADES L 7 %\;
« SLATING * TILING * LEADWORK « CARPETS = VINYL » UNDERLAYS * SUPPLIED & FITTED
* ZINCWORK « GUTTERING * FLAT ROOFS - OI'd Carpets Uplifted & Disposed of
* REPAIRS « UPVC FACIAS & GUTTERS - Free Grippers and Door Bars

Tel/Fax: 01279 816491 Mobile: 07956 873230 Steve & Donna

35 Gilbey Crescent Stansted CM24 8DT Office: 071279 730172 Mob: 07939 739845
Email: axmcollins@talktalk.net .- - _ e ian o
www.roofer-essex.com {171 Heathview Pond Lane Hatfield Heath CM22 7AB

*
*
L
4
*

ﬁonour & S

(Landscape) Ltd. o@
Your local Marshalls approved Installer
Brickwork Paving Fencing

Houze Alearance Sperialist
Biscreet and Personal Serfrice

A aclerbte 7&%& @ week
Gt O792.9 79.9ZS7 sv OF 9852 ZOESSS 7/

Tel: 01279 813160
www.honourlandscapes.co.uk
The Ok Bricloyard, Elsenham Road, Stamsted, Essex CM24 B5T
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FINCH & SON
KITCHENS

BATHROOMS - BEDROOMS
PLUMBING - CARPENTRY
SMALL BUILDING WORKS
DECORATING - TILING

Paul Finch (BEng)
07981 907 624 finchandson@gmail.com

Heating & Plumbing Ltd
l"P www.harpersplumbing.co.uk

All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Repairs
Servicing & Installation
Bathroom & Water Softener Installations
Power Flushing ~ Gas & Oil Specialists
Solar Hot Water Installations
Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps - ggfe
OFTEC Approved Oil Engineers =~ weamsa

Tel: 01279 771981 Mob: 07885 597063
Email: nharperl14@aol.com

J N\
MERCER & HUGHES

Veterinary Surgeons

Surgery Hours
Mon - Fri 8.30 am - 10.30 am
4.30 pm -7 pm
Sat 8.30am - 10 am

80 Cambridge Rd, Stansted
Tel 01279 813780

Also surgeries at Saffron Walden & Dunmow
www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

ACCREDITED

PRACTICE

* REIKI MASTER * MEDIUM * HEALER *

/@iéi

er : a}ﬂ _Qrwfffng‘_/ééppfngjd

Reiki erearments can be used for
Stress
Anxiety

otional Problems ete

The Dog

Lunchtime food now available
Wednesdays Pie Night
Thursdays Monthly Quiz Night
Sally & Mark look forward to seeing you soon
58 Lower Street, Stansted

01279 812047

Orion Heating.co.ux
Woodburning Stove and Fireplace Shop

Stoves and Cookers to suit all homes =g -
vou might like a small afcient stove 12 nelp take

the chill off of cool evenings, or & cast inn cooking
range fof pefect roasts. Onon Healng have & large
range of appliancas In ece-fnendly mmhumlng or the
more f2xble gas, all, electnc and solid-fuel options E

Stove shap in Stansted

Qrien Healing hawe been Iracling in
the area since 1977 We ane now
pleased tz nvite cuslomers b our
family run Cambridge Road shop.
1; L lly = e
Fres surveys and quotes can be arranged through our retwork of HETAS
registered independant instalkers. Call in 1o discuss the Dest sbove for your homs,

01279 813691 Ssiaeds chioe snx



